
 
Rutland Charter Township 

Regular Board Meeting  
December 11, 2024 / 7PM 

Meeting called to order by Supervisor Mayack at 7pm.  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Roll Call - Members Present: 
Gene Hall, Sandy James, Sandy Greenfield, Marti Mayack, Robin Hawthorne, Brenda Bellmore, 
Jason Watson 
 

Others Present: 
Bob Teunessen, Mark Jordan, Dan Lipstraw, Nickie Haight 
 

Approval of Agenda: 
Motion by Greenfield, seconded by Bellmore to accept the December 11, 2024 agenda with one 
addition, township insurance quote. All ayes. Motion passes.  
 

Guests: None 
 

Open Comments: None  
 

Consent Agenda: 
Motion by Hawthorne to accept the consent agenda, seconded by Greenfield. All ayes. Motion 
passes. 
 

Supervisor:  
Supervisor Mayack nominates Chris Morgan to the Construction Board of Appeals and Jen Hayes 
to the Planning Commission. Motion by Mayack, seconded by Bellmore to appoint Chris Morgan 
to Construction Board of Appeals and Jen Hayes to Planning Commission. Roll Call Vote: Hall 
- Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Mayack - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Watson 
- Yes. Motion passes. 
 

Clerk: 
Board Members have the Clerk’s Report Voucher/Payroll and there are no questions.  
 

Treasurer:  
Greenfield says her report is in the board member’s packets and on the back table. She 
mailed taxes out December 1st and has had about 100 paid so far. 
 

Trustees:  
James asks for her home phone number to be removed from the contact list. 
 
Jason Watson would like to add a prayer at the beginning of the board meetings. Hall asks 
Commissioner Teunessen if they pray at the County Commissioner’s Meetings and he says they 
do every other week before the pledge. He says they have had no complaints, but none of the 
other township meetings he goes to pray. Hawthorne will email the attorney and ask if there 
are parameters.  
 
Hall welcomes Jason Watson and Marti Mayack to the board. 
 



 

Commissioners Report:  
Commissioner Bob Teunessen also welcomes the new board members.  
He shares that the bids for the new COA building have gone out and they are trying to use 
local businesses if possible. The COA will benefit by using the kitchen at the new Harvest 
Point. Hawthorne asks if the new COA will have sewer and water, Teunessen says they will 
have sewer and well. 
The commissioner says the county has entered into a lawsuit against numerous manufacturers 
for insulin price gouging, the solar and wind ordinance went into effect November 29th and 
will keep some control with local governments.  
James asks about the library vandalism, but Teunessen does not have any information.  
Teunessen says people are struggling so they will not be asking for a millage and hope to 
raise the rest of the funds. Hall says they have done an amazing job finding the funds for 
the COA and he hopes the same can happen for the jail. Teunessen agrees the jail is top 
priority. Hall and Teunessen both express their thanks to the community for passing the 
roads and schools millages.  
 

Unfinished Business:  
Second Reading and adoption of Ordinance #2024-195 proposed amendments to the Construction 
Code Ordinance 
Hawthorne says she added that the fee has changed from a per diem to a base fee of $750 and 
the application for appeals to the Construction Board of Appeals has also changed. Motion by 
Bellmore, seconded by James to accept ordinance 2024-195 for second reading and adoption 
with the addition of the fee changes and application fee mentioned above. Hall asks if 
adding Chris Morgan will fill the board of 5 and Mayack says it will. Roll Call Vote: Hall - 
Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Mayack - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Watson - 
Yes. Motion passes.  
 
Approve Resolution #2024-305 2025 Budget Resolution 
Motion by James, seconded by Greenfield to approve resolution #2024-305. Roll Call Vote: 
Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Mayack - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, 
Watson - Yes. Motion passes. 
 
Approve Resolution #2024-306 proposed amendments to Master Plan 
Hawthorne explains that the PC has already approved this and now the board needs to. Motion 
by Hall, seconded by James to approve resolution #2024-306. Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, 
James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Mayack - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Watson - Yes. 
Motion passes. 
 

New Business: 
Approve Resolution #2024-303 Township Board Meeting Dates 
Motion by Hall, seconded by Hawthorne to approve resolution #2024-303. Roll Call Vote: Hall 
- Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Mayack - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Watson 
- Yes. Motion passes. 
 
Approve Resolution #2024-304 Township Board Compensation Resolution 
Motion by James, seconded by Greenfield to approve resolution #2024-304. Roll Call Vote: 
Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Mayack - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, 
Watson - Yes. Motion passes. 
 
Approve Resolution #2024-307 Ratify the Supervisors Appointments to Construction Board of 
Appeals 
Motion by Mayack, seconded by Watson to approve resolution #2024-307. Roll Call Vote: Hall - 
Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Mayack - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Watson - 
Yes. Motion passes. 
 



 
Approve for first reading Ordinance 2025-196 minimum lot area in the CR District 
Hawthorne explains this change will allow CR to be cohesive with AG. It will cost less and 
allow residents in CR to need less land for a small farm. Motion by Hall, seconded by James 
to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and to accept Ordinance #2025-196 
for first reading. Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Mayack - Yes, 
Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Watson - Yes. Motion passes. 
 
Discuss new life insurance and township hall insurance quote 
Hawthorne explains that due to the age of the township employees, they can no longer get 
life insurance coverage. The new plan they can get to take the place of life insurance is 
AD&D of $200,000 and Critical Group coverage. These are less expensive than the life 
insurance was. Hawthorne says she also got a quote for the insurance on the buildings and it 
was $2000 less expensive as well. This plan will include liability insurance. 
 
Motion by Greenfield, seconded by James to approve Decker Insurance Agency as our insurance 
provider. Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Mayack - Yes, Hawthorne 
- Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Watson - Yes. Motion passes. 
 
Appoint engineer, planner, attorney, and auditors of record for 2025 
Motion by Hall, seconded by Greenfield to retain the current RCT engineer for 2025. All 
ayes. Motion passes. 
 
Motion by Hawthorne, seconded by Bellmore to retain the current RCT planner for 2025. All 
ayes. Motion passes. 
 
Motion by Hall, seconded by Greenfield to retain the current RCT attorney for 2025. All 
ayes. Motion passes. 
 
Motion by Greenfield, seconded by James to retain the current RCT auditors for 2025. All 
ayes. Motion passes. 
 

Open Comments:  
Fire Chief Mark Jordan tells the board there have been 8 structure fires in Barry County in 
2024 compared to the 6 in 2023. He says 3 of which were from lithium batteries. He advises 
to unplug them overnight and to make sure you are buying the name brand and not a knock off. 
 
Dan Lipstraw says he supports having a prayer said at the beginning of meetings. He also 
asks if the township employees had life insurance before now and Hawthorne says they did. 
Lipstraw welcomes Mayack and Watson. 
 

Adjournment:   
Motion by Mayack, seconded by Bellmore to adjourn at 7:46pm, all ayes. Meeting adjourned. 
 
Submitted by Nickie Haight, Recording Secretary 
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