
Rutland Charter Township Planning Commission Meeting 
Wednesday September 7, 2022 at 7pm 
 

Members Present: 
Brenda Bellmore, Larry Haywood, Jim Blake, Marti Mayack, Dan King 
 

Others Present: 
Rebecca Harvey, Les Raymond, Larry Watson, Gene Hall, Tyler Guernsey, Stacy Graham, Cody Newman, Lisa 
Dawdy, Nickie Haight 
 

Approval of Agenda: 
Raymond asks to add an item under New Business on the agenda - Discuss CR to LI at the end of the LI 
District. Motion by Bellmore, seconded by Mayack to approve the agenda for September 7, 2022, with one 
addition. All Ayes. Motion passes.  
 

Meeting Minutes: 
Motion by Blake to accept the August 3, 2022 Meeting Minutes, second by Bellmore. Roll Call Vote: Mayack - 
Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Haywood - Yes, King - Yes, Blake - Yes. Motion passes.  
 

General Public Comment: None 
 

Guests: None 
 

Zoning Administrator’s Report:  
Raymond tells the PC that there will be Public Hearings coming in October. He also gives a short overview of 
the items on the New Business part of the agenda.  
 

New Business:  
Public Hearing on JARS Special Exception Use AND JARS Site Plan Review 
Cody Newman, from the design firm working with JARS speaks to the PC. He says there will be no changes to 
the footprint since it will be going into an existing strip mall and will continue to be retail. He says there is 
always a worry about odor so they use extra precautions such as negative air pressure and special filters. 
He explains there will be no growth or consumption at this retail location. And all items for purchase will be 
prepackaged. He also addresses the many security concerns he has heard. He says that security is so highly 
monitored by the State, that banks are turning to marihuana businesses to learn their security. He explains 
there are cameras running 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, every day of the year. He says the products are 
locked up at night and the staff goes through safety training. He explains that waste will be removed from 
the site and the dumpster is only for regular trash. He says all deliveries are done in a secure truck much 
like a Brinks truck. This location will employ between 10-20 people, offering full and part time positions. The 
hours of operations will be 9am-9pm. He also says he will update the site map to make the parking 
accurate.  
 
Raymond asks for clarification on a few items. He asks if the knox box for the fire department will be 
coordinated with a JARS employee and Newman says yes it will be. Raymond asks if deliveries will happen 



mostly during 9-5 work hours and Newman says yes. Raymond asks if next door will have any issues with 
smell. Newman explains that with 2 carbon filters and slight negative air pressure, they should not have any 
odors.  
 
Haywood asks how they will make sure no one under 21 is allowed in the store. Newman explains that ID 
has to be shown in the lobby before even being allowed into the shopping area. He explains that the IDs 
and sales are tracked through the State Metric System.  
 
Blake asks for more information on security and JARS representative, Lisa Dawdy, responds. She says there 
are shutters on the sides and front doors, there will be garage door openers in the knox box. She says 
robbery is always a threat and shares that a perpetrator tried to get into a Grand Rapids location and the 
shutters stop them. She says there is full time security on sites that warrant it such as in Grand Rapids and 
Detroit and that it just depends if there are issues at that site.  
 
Rebecca Harvey gives an overview of her findings pertaining to this application (her report is attached). She 
says the PC must ask themselves if there is something specific that sets this business apart from other retail 
uses or in what way would there be a negative impact on surrounding business. 
 
Blake asks why the max lot coverage is unknown and Harvey says the PC can assume it is under the 50% 
since it is an existing retail location. Blake asks if the refuse container is 4 sided, yes it is. Blake asks about 
safety and lighting, Harvey tells him they are not in the PC standards because that is in the state standards. 
 
Chairperson Haywood asked another PC member to read through and determine if the applicant has met 
the 8 standards for approval. King volunteers to read through them for Haywood and the PC finds that the 
applicant meets all 8 standards. Blake asks if the marihuana retail store would need to use a lot of water 
and Newman answers no. Blake and Mayack both comment that there do not seem to be odor issues at any 
existing retail stores. The applicant has already verified that he will submit a new site map including the 
correct measurements for the parking lot. Raymond says he went to the parking lot himself and verified 
they are the appropriate size. The PC and Harvey discuss that the only time the landscaping requirements 
would come into play would be if the owner of the property modified the landscaping. At that time there 
would be a Site Plan Review and Amendment that can be done by the Zoning Administrator. Haywood asks 
if it is a problem that marihuana is illegal federally and Harvey tells him that is not the PC’s job and not what 
the PC is charged with. She says the PC just needs to tell the board if the applicant meets the zoning 
standards. She also explains that the applicant cannot apply for a license from the board until the PC 
approves the Special Land Use. 
 
Tentative Text Amendment to clarify lake lot corner lot definitions:  
The PC agrees to send this to Public Hearing at the October 2022 meeting. 
 
Tentative Text Amendment pertaining to child daycare land uses: 
The PC agrees to send this to Public Hearing at the October 2022 meeting.  
 
Applicant - Initiated Tentative Zoning Text Amendments: 

● Provide outdoor RV storage in the LI District 
○ Rebecca Harvey has reviewed this request and suggests that the PC may want to consider 

setting outdoor storage standards instead of being specific about just RV storage.  She 
suggests further review. Bellmore would like to see language added that old falling apart RVs 
are not allowed. Raymond feels that an RV should be considered differently than a forklift. He 



says RVs should have a designated area possibly behind a building. The PC agrees to table this 
and have Harvey research and provide more information. 

● Electronic message board sign in AG/OS for fairgrounds 
○ Harvey explains that RCT does not currently have expo centers in an ordinance. So she 

wonders what RCT would do if the BCEC wanted to change or modify. She also wonders why 
the PC would allow an electronic message board for them and not for any others in the 
township. Raymond says they do not allow off site electronic billboards, but he does not feel 
that message boards on site are as distracting. He also says there is a long straight away in 
front of the expo center. Blake asks if it would make more sense to create a separate zoning 
district for the expo center. Raymond does not think that is a better option. He says there are 
already strict guidelines on how bright and how often the message can change on a message 
board in the Mixed Use District. The PC agrees to table this and have Harvey research and 
provide more information. 

 
Discuss adding county fairgrounds/expo center as a Special Exception Use in AG/OS district: 
The PC agrees to table this and have Harvey research and provide more information.  
 
Discuss changing a CR section to LI at the edge of the LI district: 
The PC agrees to send this to Public Hearing at the October 2022 meeting. 
 

Old Business: None 
 

Open Comments: None 
 

Adjournment: 
Motion by King, seconded by Bellmore to adjourn.   
Meeting Adjourned. Submitted by Nickie Haight, Recording Secretary 
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