
Rutland Charter Township 

Regular Board Meeting  
September 14, 2022 / 7PM 

Meeting called to order by Supervisor Watson at 7pm.  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Roll Call Members Present: 
Gene Hall, Sandy James, Sandy Greenfield, Larry Watson, Robin Hawthorne, Brenda Bellmore, 
Doug Lectka  
  

Others Present: 
Audrey Burton, Michelle Veteer, Jim Dull, Bob Teunessen, Dale Svihl, Ade Bierens, Tyler 
Geurnsey, D. Lipstraw, Chris Sailar, Robert Foster, Susan Pachulski, Steve Pachulski, Pat 
Sharpe, Nickie Haight 
 

Approval of Agenda: 
Motion by Greenfield, seconded by James to accept the September 14th agenda.  All ayes. 
Motion passes.  
 

Guests: 
Audrey Burton - RCT Library Board Representative: 
Burton shares highlights from her monthly report. Copies are available on the table and 
board members received them in their packets. 
 
Michelle Veteer - Friends of Parks & Rec: 
Veteer is here to share information about the vote for Charlton Park milage. She explains 
that they are asking for a renewal and an increase. The increase is to bring them back to 
the $.25 per mil that they were at before Covid hit and it had to be lowered. She says the 
funds are used for things like maintenance, school trips, and many events. However, it is 
not for private events. Veteer says if this milage does not pass, it will expire in 2 years.   
 
Jim Dull - Drain Commissioner: 
Dull explains that Agaming is still having flooding issues. He says the Road Commission has 
done everything they could over the past several years but there are still 1 or 2 homes 
flooding. Dull is asking the township board to sign the petition along with the Road 
Commission and personal residents. He says it will not be cheap and it will not get done 
this winter because it is a long process. He says the drain code says he must proceed with 
or without the township signing and that RCT and the residents in that area will have to pay 
for the work through special assessment. He says there will be 40-50 residents affected. 
Watson asks if the water uphill will be taken care of, and Dull says yes there will be a 
large drain under State Rd. Watson asks if there is a way it could be fixed and only affect 
the 1 resident. Dull says the road commission has tried everything. Hawthorne asks Dull if 
they are supposed to sign the petition while it is blank. Dull says that is the way drain 
code works, they will not know how much it will cost until closer to the end, and the 
residents and township will have to pay it no matter what it costs.  
 
Board members ask what the drain will be called and Dull says “Algonquin Lake Drain”. Pat 
Sharpe is worried to have the lake name on it for the sake of future residents. Dull says 
they can discuss the name. Hawthorne and Watson do not want to sign the petition and want to 
table it until they have more information. Dull says he will try to get more information but 
that it could take 6-8 months to get the costs. He also cautions that the price could vary.  
 
A resident asks if it would be possible to make an easement to the lake like they have done 
in the past and Dull says they tried their best and it is not working. Watson says it might 
be cheaper to buy the house and tear it down, Dull says that might be the case.  



 
Dull explains that RCT, the 40-50 residents, and the county will be responsible for the 
cost. The county can then try to get half of their part back from the Road Commission. 
Hawthorne asks for a list of the 40-50 residents that will be affected and the address for 
the home that is flooding. She also comments that she will not have an amount to put into 
the budget for the new year.  
 

Open Comments: 
None 
 

Consent Agenda: 
Motion by James to accept the consent agenda, seconded by Bellmore. All ayes. Motion passes. 
 

Supervisor: 
Watson wants to appoint Steve Pachulski to the BOR and JPC to replace Doug Letka and appoint 
Gene Hall to the JPA.  
Motion by Greenfield, seconded by Lectka, to appoint Pachulski to the BOR and JPC and Hall 
to the JPA. All ayes. Motion passes.  
 
Arens $4000 bill for cemetery roads - Watson explains that the original quote did not 
include the roads. This is the amount to add the needed roads. Motion by Hawthorne, seconded 
by Bellmore to approve the additional $4000 for the cemetery roads. Roll Call Vote: Hall - 
Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Lectka - 
Yes. Motion passes.   
 

Clerk: 
Hawthorne says her clerk report is available and board members have it on their desks. She 
says the absentee ballots for the November election will be here Sept 24th or 25th and will 
be sent out after that. 
 

Treasurer: 
Greenfield shares that a copy of her Treasurer’s Monthly Report is on each board member’s 
desk. She also says today was the last day to pay summer taxes at RCT without penalty. 
 

Trustees: 
Hall shares that BIRCH is having a Fire Station Open House on October 9th from 11am-2pm. 
Hall also gives a road update - his report is attached. 
 

Commissioners Report: 
None 
 

Unfinished Business: 
Approve Resolution #2022-284 confirming the Algonquin Lake Special Assessment Roll 
Motion by James, seconded by Greenfield, to approve Resolution #2022-284. Roll Call Vote: 
Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, 
Lectka - Yes. Motion passes.  
Pat Sharpe thanks the board, the Association, and the residents. Hawthorne says there is a 
form to sign on the back table to leave this vote open for an appeal to the Tax Tribunal.  
 

New Business: 
JARS Application for an Adult Use Marihuana Retailers License (pending approval) 



The board discusses that the 3 contingencies that the PC requested have all been met. 
Hawthorne, Watson, and Bellmore all say the PC and Attorney Rolfe have reviewed the 8 
standards and believe this Municipal License Application is up to standards. Hall reads 
through the 8 standards and the board members agree they are all met. The applicant has paid 
the application fee and cannot go to the state for a permit until they are approved by the 
township. 
Motion by Bellmore, seconded by Lectka, to approve the application as submitted and approve 
the application for the license to operate, pending State approval. Roll Call Vote: Hall - 
Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Lectka - 
Yes. Motion passes.   
 
The L-4029 2022 Tax Rate Request 
Hawthorne explains the township has to report this to the county. Greenfield and Hawthorne 
discuss the fire levy rate and decide to set it at 1 mil in order to keep an adequate 
reserve. In the past few years they have lowered it to .75 mil, and can go as high as 1.924. 
Motion by Greenfield, seconded by James, to approve 1 mil for the fire levy. Roll Call Vote: 
Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, 
Lectka - Yes. Motion passes.   
 
New Logo for the Township Letterhead, Webpage, and Sign for the Building 
Watson has a quote for $425 for a new sign for the township building. Some board members do 
not like the new logo and would prefer to stick with the cupola and just update it. Other 
board members would like to see something new. 
 
Motion by Greenfield, seconded by Bellmore, to start over and create a different logo 
including the copula. Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - 
No, Hawthorne - No, Bellmore - Yes, Lectka - No. Motion passes 4-3.   
 
Budget Amendments 
Hawthorne explains that Stacy Graham is shadowing Les Raymond and needs to be paid an hourly 
wage, plus a cell phone, and possibly some training classes. She also explains they would 
like to have a reserve in case Raymond needs to come back to assist Graham. There is also a 
new alternate on the BOR to be paid, and a couple of clerk conferences that Hawthorne and 
her deputy clerk attended. 
Motion by Greenfield, seconded by James, to approve the Budget Amendments. Roll Call Vote: 
Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, 
Lectka - Yes. Motion passes.   
 

Open Comments: 
None  
 

Adjournment:   
Motion by Bellmore, seconded by Greenfield to adjourn at 8:18pm, all ayes. Meeting 
adjourned. 
 
Submitted by Nickie Haight, Recording Secretary 
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