
 

Rutland Charter Township Planning Commission Meeting 
Wednesday December 7, 2022 at 7pm 
 

Members Present: 
Larry Haywood, Jim Blake, Marti Mayack, Dan King, Brenda Bellmore 
 

Others Present: 
Larry Watson, Gene Hall, Stacey Graham, Rebecca Harvey, Robin Hawthorne, Nickie Haight 
 

Approval of Agenda: 
Motion by Blake, seconded by Bellmore to approve the agenda for December 7, 2022. All Ayes. Motion 
passes.  
 

Meeting Minutes: 
Motion by King to accept the November 2, 2022 Meeting Minutes, second by Bellmore. Roll Call Vote: 
Mayack - Yes, Haywood - Yes, King - Yes, Blake - Yes, Bellmore - Yes. Motion passes.  
 

General Public Comment: None 
 

Guests: None 
 

Zoning Administrator’s Report:  
Graham has provided her report to the PC and her report is attached. She says all of her items will be 
addressed tonight. 
 

New Business:  
Elect 2023 Planning Commission Officers:  
Haywood tells the PC that he is stepping down as chairperson. He explains that he has trouble hearing and 
is not able to serve as chair anymore. Bellmore nominates Dan King for PC Chairperson. Haywood 
nominates Marti Mayack for PC Chairperson. King withdraws his nomination. All PC members are in support 
of Mayack’s nomination. Mayack takes over as chairperson and Haywood will remain on the PC as a 
commission member. Jim Blake will remain as vice chair and King will remain secretary. 
 

Set 2023 Planning Commission Meeting Schedule by Resolution:  
Blake asks about the 7/5/23 meeting and says members may not be in town over the holiday. The PC 
decides to address that meeting date when it gets closer.  
 

Motion by King, seconded by Bellmore to accept the 2023 PC meeting schedule. Roll Call Vote: Mayack - Yes, 
Bellmore - Yes, Haywood - Yes, King - Yes, Blake - Yes. Motion Passes. 
 

Public Hearing for a Special Land Use and Site Plan Review for The Woods Rutland; Marihuana 
Dispensary:  
Mayack opens the public hearing and asks the representatives from The Woods to address the PC. 
 

Dan Harris is a lawyer and his partner is Zander Keiswetter. They introduce themselves and are here to ask 
for site plan approval for The Woods Rutland. Harris explains that he has helped write marihuana 



 
ordinances and has several dispensaries open in the Petosky and surrounding areas. They take old sites and 
old buildings and turn them into successful businesses. He says it is in their best interest to follow the strict 
laws because they want to be successful. He says legal marihuana sales is better than having it only sold on 
the black market. He explains there are tax benefits and that his businesses have supported education and 
sports in communities.  
 

Bellmore asks if their build is contingent on this approval and Harris says that it is. Blake asks how many 
marihuana retail businesses they currently have. Harris says this will be the 6th and they have several 
others in the works. Blake asks about their relationship with the community and Harris says they work hard 
to keep marihuana out of the hands of kids, safety and security are closely monitored by the state. Harris 
explains that they could lose their license if they make a mistake. Blake asks if there is only the one sign that 
will be used. Harris says the picture is an example from another location. He explains that they will adhere 
to RCT’s lighting and signage standards. Haywood asks if the building footprint will change and Harris says 
they are not using the old building so it will depend on cost but are hoping to use the current footprint.  
 
Harris explains the state will not let them operate until they have all the permits and approvals. They have 
to turn in the license application and go through the state inspection before they can come back and get 
final approval from RCT. 
 

Rebecca Harvey gives the PC some tips about this SLU and site plan review. She explains that because of 
how the RCT marihuana ordinance is set up, the applicant has to come to the PC first for zoning approval. 
She tells the PC to do the site plan first because most SLU issues will be answered in the site plan. However, 
they may do one motion that includes both items. Harvey says her detailed staff report was given to all PC 
members. She believes that the applicant has addressed the issues from the initial site plan review. She 
feels the one thing missing was building elevations and the floor plan to approve that particular facade. 
However, the applicant has submitted new plans at this meeting. She suggests that the PC may want to 
make their approval contingent on those plans being in compliance. Harvey says the PC can consider the 
fact that this is already a commercial/retail site. So the new building will likely be on the same footprint and 
the landscaping is not changing. She reminds the PC that if the applicant is in compliance, they would only 
be able to deny the request if they have a reason that this retail business would be any different from any 
other retail business.  
 

There is no public discussion. 
 

Blake says the new site plans show a much larger building than the old one did. Harvey agrees that the new 
plan shows 3340 sq ft and the original one showed 2000 sq ft, but that the larger building is still well within 
the area and they will not be adding pavement. Harvey says the PC can add contingencies into their motion 
and that is one they could consider putting a limit on. 
 

King asks if the well and septic are good. Harris says they assume there are broken pipes but that they have 
not had a contractor in the building to do a full inspection. They hope the inspection will not change the size. 
PC members say drainage has been an issue at that site in the past but there is a drainage ditch there now. 
Harris says they have had to put in a basin at one of their locations in the past and they hope to just 
resurface the lot without having to rip out the pavement. Mayack explains that if their application is 
approved, they will go ahead with the purchase and then they will know more and have no choice but to 
make things work in order to comply with the state and RCT ordinances.  
 

King leads the PC through the standards that the applicant must meet. King would like it noted in the 
minutes that he brought up a discussion about the storm runoff and the well and septic. 



 
 

Blake would like to hear the process of a customer going into one of these retail facilities. Harris explains 
the state standards they have to comply with, there is always an entry area where ID must be shown before 
the customer is allowed in to shop. Blake would like to use the contingency that Harvey mentions that the 
new site plan is in compliance. The PC discusses Hervey’s other suggestions. 
 

Motion by King, seconded by Bellmore to grant SLU and Site Plan Review approval for The Woods Rutland 
subject to the following conditions: confirmation that the facade in the new site plan meets the standards, 
that the Zoning Administrator approves the signage, that the state approves the municipal state licenses, 
and that the on-site utilities and stormwater management design for runoff is approved by the Zoning 
Administrator. Roll Call Vote: Mayack - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Haywood - Yes, King - Yes, Blake - Yes. Motion 
Passes. 
 

Public Hearing for a Proposed Zoning Map Amendment to Rezone Four Parcels from Country 
Residential District (CR) to Light Industrial District (LI):  
Mayack explains that PC has already discussed this item in length over the last few months. Tonight is the 
public hearing to approve or deny the zoning change. He opens the public hearing and asks for public 
discussion.  
 

Marge Faber is the owner of one of the 4 parcels being discussed. It is being farmed and she doesn't want it 
changed. Her son asks if her property is rezoned to LI, would they be able to build another house on the 
property if they wanted to.  
 

Troy Adams is the owner of another one of the properties in question. He says he thought this was just 
something that RCT was adding to the Master Plan. He asks if they can live on LI property. 
 

Graham and Harvey say no they would not be able to expand, add, tear down, or rebuild a residence in LI. 
Hawthorne explains that there will be a clause in the ordinance that any existing homes or farmed land will 
be seen as a permitted use. 
 

Haywood wonders why RCT is trying to make this change. He says in the past, these changes were only done 
when the resident asked for it. Hawthorne explains that Troy Adams brought this up 4 years ago. And since 
the board was already looking at rezoning some of the area to LI, the zoning administrator at that time told 
Adams to hold off so that he would not have to pay the costs. Now RCT is making the requested changes 
and has already paid for the process that Adams brought up 4 years ago.  She says the public hearing has 
been posted and advertised within plenty of time. Hawthorne explains that when the resident makes the 
request, they are responsible for the costs themselves. Blake asks what the cost is and Hawthorne says 
$750 per resident.  
 

Motion by King, seconded by Bellmore to abandon the action to rezone 4 parcels in question from CR to LI. 
Roll Call Vote: Mayack - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Haywood - Yes, King - Yes, Blake - Yes. Motion Passes. 
 

Public Hearing for an Electronic Message Board in the Agricultural Preserve/Open Space (AG/OS) 
District Text Amendment:  
 

Lee Wierenga from the Barry Expo Center is here to address both fairground public hearings. He says the 
existing sign has been there for 30 years and a new message board would help promote events and 
activities. He says they are requesting permission to put up a 4ft x 8ft electronic message board from United 
Signs. 
Faber asks if there is a standard in place for brightness and Graham says yes it is written in the ordinance.  



 
 

There is no further public discussion so Mayack asks for PC discussion. Haywood does not want to see 
electronic signs in RCT. He says he supports the fairgrounds but does not support a new electronic sign. 
 

Graham says that Rolfe has reviewed this ordinance and has no problem with it. She explains that this is 
specific to fairgrounds as an SLU and this will not be open for anyone to get an electronic message board. 
Hawthorne explains that in the paperwork, it says that approval is only for fairgrounds/expo 
centers/campgrounds. Harvey explains this is a different approval process than what the PC normally sees 
because it is not for the whole district.  
 

Motion by King, seconded by Blake to recommend the adoption of the text amendment in ordinance 220-
18-6 as referenced in the public hearing notice. Roll Call Vote: Mayack - Yes, Bellmore - No, Haywood - Yes, 
King - Yes, Blake - Yes. Motion Passes 4-1. 
 

Public Hearing to add County Fairgrounds/Expo Center as a Special Land Use (SLU) in the AG/OS 
District Text Amendment:  
Motion by Blake, seconded by King to recommend the adoption of the text amendment in ordinance 220-
18-H as referenced in the public hearing notice. Roll Call Vote: Mayack - Yes, Bellmore - No, Haywood - Yes, 
King - Yes, Blake - Yes. Motion Passes 4-1. 
 

Motion by King, seconded by Blake to recommend the addition of subsection EE (County Fairgrounds/Expo 
Center) in ordinance 220-4-3 as a special land use as referenced in the public hearing notice. Roll Call Vote: 
Mayack - Yes, Bellmore - No, Haywood - Yes, King - Yes, Blake - Yes. Motion Passes. 
 

Public Hearing Pertaining to Side and Rear Yard Outdoor RV Storage in the Light Industrial (LI) and 
Lake Commercial (LC) Districts Text Amendment:  
Mayack opens the public hearing and asks for public discussion - there is none. 
 

Motion by Blake, seconded by King to recommend the adoption of the text amendments in ordinances 220-
10-3, 220-12-3, and 220-20-7 as referenced in the public hearing notice. Roll Call Vote: Mayack - Yes, 
Bellmore - Yes, Haywood - Yes, King - Yes, Blake - Yes. Motion Passes. 
 

Public Hearing Pertaining to “Qualified Residential Treatment Program” Land Use Text Amendment:  
Mayack opens the public hearing and asks for public discussion - there is none. He asks for PC discussion 
and they say this is mandated by the state much like the daycare one, so this has to be done. 
 

Motion by King, seconded by Bellmore to recommend the adoption of the land use text amendment in 
ordinance 220-2-2, pertaining to “Qualified Residential Treatment Program”, as referenced in the public 
hearing notice. Roll Call Vote: Mayack - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Haywood - Yes, King - Yes, Blake - Yes. Motion 
Passes. 
 

Old Business: None 
 

Open Comments:  
King thanks Haywood for his service as chairperson and congratulates Mayack on the new position. 
 

Adjournment: 
Motion by Blake to adjourn at 8:51pm.   
Meeting Adjourned. Submitted by Nickie Haight, Recording Secretary 



 
 


	Members Present:
	Others Present:
	Approval of Agenda:
	Meeting Minutes:
	Open Comments:
	King thanks Haywood for his service as chairperson and congratulates Mayack on the new position.

