
Rutland Charter Township 

Regular Board Meeting  
April 13, 2022 / 7PM 

Meeting called to order by Supervisor Watson at 7pm.  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Roll Call Members Present: 
Gene Hall, Sandy James, Sandy Greenfield, Larry Watson, Robin Hawthorne, Brenda Bellmore, 
Stacey Graham  
  

Others Present: 
Pat Sharpe, Jon Smelker, Jane and Curt Cybulski, Dave Leckta, Les Raymond, Jim Blake, Rick 
Argo, Eldon Shellenbarger, Joel Ibbotson, Tom Mohler, Logan from JAD, Charles Heuthler, Steve 
and Susan Pachulski, Nickie Haight 
 

Approval of Agenda: 
Motion by Hawthorne, seconded by Greenfield.  All ayes. Motion passes.  
 

Guests: 
Jane Cybulski - RCT Library Board Representative: 
Cybulski shares her report and points out the highlights. 
 

Open Comments: 
Eldon Shellenbarger - Reads an article and says there is such a thing as the Grandfather 
Clause. He urges the board to look into it before passing a Blight Ordinance. 
 
Joel Ibbotson - He would like the AG part of the Blight Ordinance should allow 1 or 2 
unlicensed and inoperable vehicles.  
 
Pat Sharpe - He asks when the road work around Algonquin Lake will begin and Hawthorne says 
May. Sharpe asks where marihuana grow operations will be allowed and board members answer in 
AG. Board members share that many have visited grow operations and there was no smell. 
 

Consent Agenda: 
Motion by James to accept the consent agenda, seconded by Bellmore. All ayes. Motion passes. 
 

Supervisor: 
Watson shares there will be a CPR certification Training May 4th at 9am at the RCT hall. 
He says he would like to sell the buildable lot that the township owns on Heath Rd. He would 
like to list it with an agent. He says it was bought in the 70s or 80s and the township has no 
use for it. He says it is located in CR which requires 2 acres and this lot is only 1.44. So 
it will be considered a legal non-conforming lot of record. The board members are all in favor 
of looking into it. 
  

Clerk: 
Hawthorne says her clerk’s report is available and board members have it.  
She has been dealing with FOIA Requests from the November 2020 election. 
She says there will be a CPR training for board members and employees and asks the board to 
let her know if they want to attend. 
She shares that the Hastings School System will have a millage on May 3rd. 



Treasurer: 
Greenfield shares that a copy of her Treasurer’s Monthly Report is on each board member’s 
desk.   
 

Trustees: 
Hall says he is happy to see so many residents in attendance.  
 

Commissioners Report: 
Jon Smelker 
Commissioner Smelker shares that there are no plans for a jail millage in 2022 and they are 
still working on plans for the jail.  
He says the FOC has moved into the courthouse. The old building is vacant and nothing has been 
decided on what to do with it. 
 

Unfinished Business: 
Second Reading of Ordinance 2022-179 Rutland Charter Township Marihuana Zoning 
Ordinance: 
The board discusses that the state has made more changes. They agree to exclude the 500 foot 
buffer that they originally wanted to add because Attorney Rolfe says it will likely cause 
legal issues.  
Hawthorne says there will never be a perfect time. She says the state will regulate marihuana 
licenses just like they do alcohol licenses. Board members believe the Federal government 
could take over as well. Hawthorne says adding a buffer to only this type of business is 
exclusionary zoning and is should not be allowed. 
Motion by Hawthorne, seconded by Bellmore, to accept Ordinance 2022-179 for second reading and 
adoption. Roll Call Vote: Hall - No, James - No, Greenfield - No, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - 
Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Graham - Yes. Motion passes 4-3.  
 
Second Reading of Ordinance 2022-180 Marihuana Business Licensing Ordinance: 
Motion by Bellmore, second by Graham, to accept Ordinance #2022-180 for second reading and 
adoption.  Roll Call Vote: Hall - No, James - No, Greenfield - No, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - 
Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Graham - Yes. Motion passes 4-3.  
 
Bids on Cemetery, Roof, Landscaping, and Eaves for the township hall: 
Cemetery - Watson met with each company and has confirmed that each quote is for the same bid 
packet. Motion by James, second by Bellmore, to accept the $6500 bid from Arens.  Roll Call 
Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - 
Yes, Graham - Yes. Motion passes.  
 
Roof - Watson says that the quote from the Amish is for a metal roof and that is why the 
pricing is different. Motion by Bellmore, seconded by Hall to accept the bid from Lloyd Jarman 
Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - No, Greenfield - No, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, 
Bellmore - Yes, Graham - Yes. Motion passes 5-2. 
 
Landscaping - they only received one quote. Motion by Greenfield, seconded by Bellmore to 
accept the quote from Blair Landscaping. Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - 
Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Graham - Yes. Motion passes.  
 
Eaves - Watson says now is the time to replace them since the roof is being done. Motion by 
Hawthorne, seconded by Graham to accept the quote from Bleam Eaves. Roll Call Vote: Hall - 
Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Graham - 
Yes. Motion passes.  
 
 
 
Discussion on Anti-Blight Ordinance: 



Hawthorne says the board took the public’s advice and added back some definitions and made 
some things clearer. She says the action of this ordinance is not changing, the board is 
simply defining it better. 
 
Greenfield makes a motion, seconded by James, to accept Ordinance 2022-182 for first reading 
with the addition of allowing 1 unlicensed, operable vehicle per household and also possibly 
changing the verbiage “Implementation of Husbandry” to replace “Agricultural Vehicles”. All 
ayes. Motion passes.  
 

New Business: 
First Reading of Ordinance 2022-181 Rezoning of property in Land Section 14: 
Greenfield makes a motion, seconded by James, to accept the recommendation from the Planning 
Commission and accept Ordinance 2022-181 for first reading. Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James 
- Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Graham - Yes. Motion 
passes.   
 
Dangerous Buildings Hearing Determination: 
The board explains that a hearing happened February 17, 2022 and the cleanup should have been 
done by March 17th. Since it was not done, the board needs to set a new hearing date to vote 
to have it demolished or not. Watson says most likely the end of April. Board members agree 
with the recommendation of the hearing officer and want it demolished. The resident would be 
billed for the demolition on their property taxes. Greenfield says so far there has been no 
communication from the owners. 
Hawthorne makes a motion, seconded by Greenfield, to agree with the hearing officer’s decision 
on the building and schedule the hearing with the owners. Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - 
Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Graham - Yes. Motion 
passes.   
 
ARPA Agreement for the Algonquin Lake Sewer Study: 
Greenfield asks if the cost goes over the $14,000, who is responsible for the extra? Hawthorne 
says they will stop the study at $14,000 and there will be no extra cost. Hawthorne explains 
that RCT will act as the middle man for the county. RCT will get the bills and pay them and 
then will be reimbursed from the county.  
 
Jim Blake explains that the $14,000 is just for the study to tell them how much it would cost 
to run the sewer lines for Algonquin Lake. He says the broadband part is just because the 
company conducting the study will also tell them if broadband lines can be laid in the same 
place as the sewer lines.  
 
There is discussion that part of the paperwork says the study is for Sewer and Broadband, 
while it also says it is just for sewer. Ibbotson says many people are adding broadband to 
their proposals because it is an ARPA fund qualifier. The board all agrees that they need 
clearer paperwork.  
 
Hawthorne makes a motion, seconded by Greenfield, to have the word Broadband taken off the 
title of the study and once Michael Brown has authorized that and cleared up the broadband 
issue, the Supervisor and Clerk can sign off. Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Yes, 
Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Graham - Yes. Motion passes.   
 
Hold Harmless Agreement for fireworks tent across from Walmart: 
Greenfield makes a motion, seconded by Bellmore, to accept the hold harmless agreement for the 
sale of fireworks at the plaza across from Walmart. All ayes. Motion passes.  
 

 
 
Open Comments: 



Steve Pachulski - says he does not want to pay for MEI set up when Great Lakes Energy is 
planning to set up for free. 
 
Pat Sharpe - wants to make sure the board knows that Algonquin Lake residents wanted water as 
well as sewer. 
 
Charles Heuthler - apologizes for coming on so strong earlier 
 
Joel Ibbotson - points out that the ARPA fund process was not good. He says there was no 
dialog and it was used for the government but was supposed to have gone to the people. He is 
upset that RCT was left out of the process and hopes that the next round is handled better. 
 

Adjournment:   
Motion by Greenfield to adjourn at 9:24pm, seconded by Bellmore, all ayes. Meeting adjourned. 
 
Submitted by Nickie Haight, Recording Secretary 
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