
 

Rutland Charter Township Planning Commission Meeting 
Monday March 7, 2022 at 7pm 
 

Members Present: 
Marti Mayack, Brenda Bellmore, Larry Haywood, Jim Blake 
 

Members Not Present: 
Dan King - excused 
 

Others Present: 
Tom Kramer, Gene Hall, Steve Pachulski, Susan Pachulski, Stephen Grooters, Kurt Cybulski, Brad Rowe, Les 
Raymond, Nickie Haight, 3 other members of the public did not sign in. 
 

Approval of Agenda: 
Motion by Bellmore, seconded by Mayak to approve the agenda for March 7th, 2022. All Ayes. Motion 
passes.  
 

Meeting Minutes: 
Motion by Bellmore to accept the January 5th, 2022 Meeting Minutes with one spelling correction, second by 
Mayak. Roll Call Vote: Mayak - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Haywood - Yes, Blake - Yes. Motion passes.  
 

General Public Comment:  
Kurt Cybulski is an Algonquin Lake resident. He wants to advise the board to consider future county 
planning when making decisions like these. He also wants to bring to the board’s attention that there are 
some builders in our area building row housing. They are building the exact same houses right next to each 
other. He says this is not good for property values. Haywood says he is not aware that there is a restriction 
in our ordinances for that. Cybulski says it is going to be a problem in the future.  
 

Guests: None 
 

Zoning Administrator’s Report: None 
 

New Business:  None 
 

Old Business:  
Public Hearing - Marihuana Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment 
The RCT Board sent this back for another public hearing because they have added a 500 foot buffer 
between marihuana retails stores. There were also a couple of typo errors corrected from the last version. 
 
Haywood comments that RCT does not place buffers between other businesses. Rolfe communicated that 
he does not think this will cause legal issues for RCT. Haywood wonders why marihuana businesses would 
want to be right next to each other anyway. Raymond says he has seen it and it may take some time for the 



 
market to even those out.  Haywood and Raymond talk about the first impression when people first come 
into town. 
 
Resident Tom Kramer comments that RCT does not have these buffer rules for other businesses and RCT 
should let the market take care of itself. He says these marihuana retail stores are just like alcohol stores 
and have high safety and security and do not look bad. He says they look as nice as a jewelry store. 
 
Blake and Bellmore feel that it is time to move on with this ordinance. Haywood explains that the PC is an 
advisory board to the RCT Board and the board wants the buffers. 
 
Blake makes a motion, seconded by Bellmore to approve the text amendment and send the ordinance back 
to the board for approval. Roll Call Vote: Mayack - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Haywood - Yes, Blake - Yes. Motion 
passes. 
 
Raymond comments that this ordinance is amendable and he is glad to see it move forward.  
 
Raymond shares that he and Gene Hall visited a micro business. He says it was the cleanest, most secure 
operation he has seen. Hall says it was like entering a prison with all layers of security. Hall says this is not 
like a typical retailer. 
 
Kramer says these marihuana businesses are the highest regulated business by the state, even more than 
most banks. He says a lot of that will not fall to RCT to handle. 
 

Open Comments:   
Cybulski agrees with Raymond that it is time to move forward with this ordinance.  
 

Adjournment: 
Motion by Bellmore to adjourn.   
Meeting Adjourned 7:20pm. Submitted by Nickie Haight, Recording Secretary 
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