
Rutland Charter Township 

Special Board Meeting  
 

January 19, 2022 / 7PM 
 

Meeting called to order by Supervisor Watson at 7pm.   

 

Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Roll Call Members Present: 
Gene Hall, Sandy James, Sandy Greenfield, Larry Watson, Robin Hawthorne, Brenda Bellmore, Stacey Graham  

  

Others Present: 
Renee Magee, Tyler Magee, Michael Gonzales, Will Schmidt, Josh Smallwood, Josh DeVeo, Steve Pachulski, Glenda Kerstetter, Larry 

Kerstetter, Rick Argo, Pat Sharpe, Les Raymond, Chris Gordon, Wendy Frame, Craig Rolfe, Steven Storrs, Rebecca Harvey, Nicole 

Haight 

 

Approval of Agenda: 
Motion by Hawthorne, second by Greenfield to approve the agenda.  Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - 

Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Graham - Yes. Motion passes.  

 

Guests: 
Rutland Charter Township Attorney Craig Rolfe: 
Rolfe tells the public that this public hearing is not required by law, but that the RCT board felt it was important to hear what the residents 

had to say. He asks the public how many of them live in or own a business in RCT, and about ⅔ of the crowd raises their hands.  

 

He explains that in 2018, voters approved the vote to initiate an opt-in option for marihuana businesses in Rutland Charter Township. In 

April of 2019 the RCT board chose to opt out in order to do more research and wait for the state to get the laws figured out. At that time 

the RCT board planned to opt in once the state set out full administrative laws and implemented them. Now the board is at the point that 

they are ready to move forward. He explains that the board and the PC have been working on these ordinances for 2 ½ years through 

many discussions and communications that got them to this point.  

 

Rolfe says the second part of today is the Local Review Process. He says there are 5 types of marihuana businesses to consider as well as 

the licensing ordinance. He explains that an applicant would have to meet the zoning ordinance regulations, and have already gotten a 

license through the state of Michigan in order to apply for a permit in RCT. He explains that the township can rely heavily on the state 

laws. He also clarifies that the RCT board has decided not to set limits on the amount of marihuana businesses allowed. By not specifying 

an amount, the free market will decide how many make it. He says this avoids using a competitive process. 

 

Open Comments: 
Let the record show that the RCT board received a letter from Rob Mitzel of 1749 Ottawa Trail. The letter is written in opposition to the 

new marihuana ordinances. He feels that the existing ordinance should stay in place prohibiting any marihuana establishments in Rutland 

Charter Township. 
 

Unfinished Business: 
Public comment opportunity on pending proposed marihuana ordinances relating to allowing marihuana 

businesses in Rutland Charter Township: 
Pat Sharpe speaks in opposition to any type of marihuana businesses in RCT. He believes that the small amount of income is not worth it, 

he feels the marihuana billboards are taking over, he thinks residents did not vote for this, and that they just wanted to be able to use 

marihuana legally in their own homes. He asks the board what the benefit would be of allowing marihuana businesses in RCT. Sharpe is 

also opposed to implementing a new Blight Ordinance. He urges the board to have another vote on both topics. 

 

Chris Gordon recommends adding buffer requirements and using a First Come First Serve basis for licenses. 

 

Josh Smallwood owns the facility in Baltimore Township. He says he gave Baltimore Township about $25,000 in 2021 and says the 

township made around $70,000 in 2021. He urges the RCT board to do more research on adding limits. He says large corporations could 

come in and not make it and then there are abandoned buildings throughout the township. 

 



Steven Storrs is a local attorney and he thinks RCT should allow marihuana grow operations in Mixed Use areas. He explains how the 

ordinance requires grow operations to be indoors and includes added ways to stop the odor, so he does not see a reason to not allow grow 

operations in Mixed Use. 

 

Larry Kerstetter says he is basically against allowing this ordinance. He wants to know who will enforce the state regulations. He says no 

one will oversee the stacks of papers. He asks if the board has looked into other states that allow marihuana and their quality of life. He 

asks if they know how many licenses have been suspended by the State of Michigan because that would give them a good idea of how 

much the state is involved. 

 

Smallwood says the MRA and the fire department watch them. He says they have an inspection every 6 months and that this is one of the 

most highly regulated industries out there. He says there is a lot of money into the technology and security for these operations. He says 

that liquor stores do not improve quality of life. He says he grew 2000 plants outside last year and had no complaints. He explains that 

there were a lot of worries but none that came to fruition. He says he has been a good neighbor and given back to the community. 

 

Storrs says that cameras are required to be on demand, in color, and clear. Law enforcement does not need a warrant to see them. He 

knows of several places shut down for not passing inspections. He trusts that the state has a very thorough process. 

 

Attorney Rolfe asks Supervisor Watson to pause the public comments so that he may respond. He explains that the board does not have 

the legal right to add the marihuana or blight ordinances to an election ballot. The RCT board is in charge of the process now. The voting 

by residents is over with and not happening again unless an individual were to petition to put a different ordinance on the ballot.  

 

He also shares that revenue has never been something the RCT board was planning to depend on.  

 

He also explains that RCT would enforce the township ordinance, not the police, not the city. The RCT board has the right to revoke a 

license based on not following the ordinance.  

 

Watson reopens the floor to public comment: 

 

Smallwood explains that the only income from the growers and processors is from the initial licensing and permits. Any additional 

income would be from retail.  

 

Greenfield asks Smallwood if Baltimore has originally set limits. He says yes. Greenfield asks Storrs about the existing grow he 

mentioned and Storrs responds that it is a caregiver. Home based caregivers are covered by the land use ordinance under family 

businesses. 

 

Hall says the RCT board is moving forward because 52.7% of voters voted yes on this and it is now the board’s job to follow through on 

the residents’ wishes. 

 

James says the laws have been wishy washy all along so she does not think that people understood what they were voting for in 2018 and 

2019. She is concerned about enforcement if they opt in, she says RCT would have to hire more people. Watson says that is not a bad 

thing. 

 

Proposed amendments to the Township Zoning Ordinance and Draft Marihuana Business Licensing 

Ordinance 
Attorney Rolfe explains that there is no action being taken tonight but that the board could vote to move forward with the ordinance 

adoption process as soon as next month’s meeting. He advises moving forward with both ordinances at the same time. James asks if they 

can adopt the ordinance but not opt in. Rolfe recommends moving forward with both since both are needed.  

 

James asks where Mixed Use is and Rolfe says it is the downtown area and he reads to her what would be allowed there as a special land 

use. Raymond says it is a small area with not a lot of real estate. 

 

Chris Gordon says there is a lot of real estate available and buffers are needed. 

 

Storrs says there is not a lot of regulating that the township will have to do because the State handles most of it. He says the $28,000 

would help to pay for a new township employee.  

 

Attorney Rolfe encourages people to do some research on income numbers because he thinks they are staggering. 

 

Sharpe says please do not open this Pandora’s box. 

  

Hawthorne says that the board and PC have put a lot of time and work into these ordinances over the last 2 ½ years and she does not 

believe that marihuana is going to take RCT down the drain, just like liquor stores and distilleries have not. She agrees with Storrs that 

indoor grow operations should be allowed in Mixed Use districts. 



 

James and Greenfield thank the public for coming tonight and sharing their thoughts. The board is happy to hear from residents and those 

with experience in the manner. 

 

Open Comments: 
Bellmore agrees with Hawthorne that this is a great ordinance. She reminds everyone that this ordinance is the result of the voter’s choice 

and it is the board’s responsibility to carry out the wishes of the voters.  

 

Raymond shares that he has visited dozens of grow operations and at least 50 dispensaries. He has seen the success in creating job 

opportunities and has seen the extreme amount of security in these types of facilities. 

 

Adjournment:  
Motion by James to adjourn at 8:12pm. Meeting adjourned.  

 

Submitted by Nickie Haight, Recording Secretary 

 


