
 

 

Approved: 03/03/2021 

Rutland Charter Township Planning Commission ZOOM 

Meeting 

Wednesday February 3, 2021 at 7pm 

 

Members Present: 
Stacey Graham, Brenda Bellmore, Larry Haywood, Dan King, Jim Blake 

 

Others Present: 
Les Raymond, Robin Hawthorne, Larry Watson, Gene Hall, Brad Kotrba, Robin Nichols, Ken DeCamp, 

Larry Hayes, Stacy VanDam, Josh Bosworth, Celeste Dykhouse, Sheryl Lewis Blake, Sandy James, 

Rebecaa Harvey, Sophie Bates, Alice Krzysik, David Tossava, Nickie Haight 

 

Approval of Agenda: 
Motion by Bellmore to approve the meeting agenda for February 3, 2021, second by King. All ayes, 

motion passes. 

 

Meeting Minutes: 
Motion by Bellmore to accept the January 6, 2021 Meeting Minutes including the changes that Craig 

Rolfe suggested, second by Graham. Roll Call Vote: Graham - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Haywood - Yes, 

King - Yes, Blake - Yes. Motion passes.  

 

General Public Comment:  
Robbin Nichols would like to see background checks added back into the Rural Retreat definition. She 

says Rick Argo would be a great candidate to review the background checks. RCT would not have to pay 

someone extra since he is already an employee. She spoke with Argo and he said he had no problems 

doing that if the township asked him to. 

Nichols also thinks that fencing should be required around the entire property of a rural retreat as well as 

something like a 500 foot setback requirement. 

 

Larry Hayes also believes fencing is an important safety issue. He thinks details about the height of a 

fence is needed as well. He also shares that after a lot of research online, he has found a lot of horror 

stories and does not think YWam is a good fit for Rutland Township. He says safety should be a big issue 

when writing the rural retreat definitions. He says there are stories about sexual abuse, shootings, and cult 

like activity.  Hayes would also like to see licensed counselors on site and a limit to the number of people 

allowed to be at the retreat at a certain time, as well as staffing one per five attendees. He says Watson 

expressed concerns at the township board meeting about the things Prins continued to add to his plans for 

the Excelling Leaders retreat. Hayes thinks a monitored gate would also be appropriate. 

 

Len Kry has the same opinion as Hayes. He has also done research on YWam. He says not all reviews are 

bad but that all the individuals coming to this retreat are coming for a reason such as: PTSD, and other 

emotional and mental issues. 

 

Hayes also says that Mr Prins stated a variety of things about this retreat and yet his website says 

something different. He thinks the township should take all of those things as factors when making a 

decision. Hayes reminds that Prins said he did not do background checks on his patients, he told the 



 

 

township board that they would not be treating anyone with PTSD, but his website says that one of the 

main issues missionaries deal with is PTSD. 

 

Celeste Dykhouse shares the neighbors' concerns about safety. She is also concerned about the 

environmental repercussions such as water usage and trash. She also wants to mention that insurance is 

great, but will never replace a life. She worries that the township would be open to liability above 4 

million. She has also done research and seen many accusations about the YWam organization. She does 

not think the township should take the word of the person applying for a rural retreat permit and should 

do more research. 

 

Hawthorne points out that Kevin Prins has withdrawn his permit application for Excelling Leaders and is 

no longer going to put his retreat there. Nichols asks if the township is still going to update the rural 

retreat definition in the ordinance. Hawthorne answers that if they do, it will be down the road after a lot 

of discussion. Haywood says it may be a non-issue now, but this is the second time they have tried to 

open a retreat on that property. He does not think it is a dead issue but does not want to be pushed into 

amending an ordinance. However he would like to be prepared for the future. He shares that there are 20 

conditions for campground and zero for retreats. He worries that including it in the ordinance will 

encourage retreats here.  

 

Raymond says he would like to see the PC decide on one of three ways to move forward with the text 

amendment related to Rural Retreats: 

1) Shelve it for later 

2) Shelve it but have Zoning continue to work on standards and concerns 

3) Drop it completely  

 

Blake asks Raymond what is his preference and Raymond answers #2 so that they can be prepared. Blake 

agrees with Raymond. Bellmore thinks 2 or 3. She thinks there is a lot of work to be done if we were to 

allow retreats. King would like to see it dropped entirely but can understand having the Zoning 

Administrator continue working on concerns and definitions. Raymond says he has several pages of 

recommendations from board members and residents to consider including in the standards. King agrees 

Raymond should continue working on it but the PC should not.  

 

Dan King thinks a motion should be made on the PC’s decision to give closure to the neighbors and 

residents. Bellmore agrees. King makes a motion to shelve the PC’s process of working on a definition of 

Rural Retreat for the Zoning ordinance, but to allow the Zoning Administrator to continue working on the 

standards, seconded by Bellmore. Roll Call Vote: Graham - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Haywood - Yes, King - 

Yes, Blake - Yes. Motion passes.  

 

Guests:  
Cheryl Lewis Blake - Blue Zone Initiative 

Lewis Blake shares that she sent the following information to the Planning Commission and RCT Board. 

She explains that Blue Zones is not a red vs blue political thing, it was started in 2019 with a grant and a 

group of people looking for ways to improve health and wellness in communities.  There are many 

different groups working on different parts of this initiative. 

 

Built Environment is a new push to make the healthy choice, the easy choice. Such as bike paths and safe 

paths to school. There will be more information coming out on this soon. 

 



 

 

Another part of Blue Zones is the Food Initiative. A Food Hub (or Food Hall) is basically a farmers 

market indoors through all seasons. They have applied for a $50,000 grant and will know this month if 

they have been approved.  More information will be coming soon. 

 

New Business:   
None  

 

Old Business:  
Update from Brad Kotrba on Master Plan Survey 

Kotrba says the survey is finished. He goes over a couple of highlights and shares that he will have a 

complete detailed report by next week. He feels that the survey went well and about how he expected. He 

says it was good overall feedback. 

 

Rebecca Harvey draft Marihuana Ordinance 

Harvey makes sure that the PC members have the most recent draft and they do. She explains there are 

two different ordinances for the two different boards. She says the Regulatory Ordinance is for the RCT 

Board to decide. The proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance will be for the PC to work on and 

decide on. Harvey and Rolfe would like to meet with both boards together by March or April to give a 

tutorial on how the two ordinances will work together and who will make decisions and when.  

 

Raymond encourages the PC to look over the chart and rethink their numbers. He shares that his thoughts 

have changed drastically since they first started working on this chart.  

 

Blake asks what MRTMA is and would like that clarified in the ordinance. Raymond says it is explained 

in Chapter 1. Harvey says it is also tied to the regulatory part that the PC will not have to work on. She 

says it is the regulation allowing Recreational Marihuana in Michigan. 

 

Blake asks if the PC should rework the chart numbers and come up with a number that the PC all agree 

on. Harvey says the PC will not be the board deciding the amounts. She explains that the PC will decide 

what districts, certain standards, and whether it will be a regular land use or a special land use. Raymond 

says he would still like to see the PC member’s numbers on the chart to help the RCT Board in their 

decision making.  

 

Zoning Administrator Report:  
None 

 

Open Comments: 
Robbin Nichols asks if the MJ discussion is just about RCT or is Harvey trying to make RCT the same as 

others in Barry County. Raymond answers that this is just for RCT. 

 

Larry Hayes asks for the agenda to be posted on the RCT website before the meetings. Haywood and 

Hawthorne say that it is on the website. Hawthorne explains it is on the main page along with the ZOOM 

instructions. 

 

Graham comments that Middleville is close to finalizing an MJ ordinance. She asks Kotrba what the 

survey showed about a MJ ordinance. Kotrba says 11% of those that took the survey, supported having 

MJ establishments in RCT. He says that the majority of those that took the survey were about 65. 

Raymond asks what percentage of RCT voters voted to legalize recreational marihuana, and Hawthorne 

answers 58%. 



 

 

 

Adjournment: 
Motion by Bellmore to adjourn, second by King.  All ayes.   

Meeting Adjourned 8:10 pm. Submitted by Nickie Haight, Recording Secretary 
 


