
 

 

Rutland Charter Township 

Regular Board Meeting  
October 13, 2021 / 7PM 

Meeting called to order by Supervisor Watson at 7pm.  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Roll Call Members Present: 
Gene Hall, Sandy James, Sandy Greenfield, Larry Watson, Robin Hawthorne, Brenda Bellmore  

  

Others Present: 
Pat Sharpe, Jon Smelker, Audrey Burton, Doug Leckta, Bob Foster, John Llewellyn, Stacy Graham, Sandy 

Drummonds, Andria Mayack, Marti Mayack, Tom Mohler, Cheryl Blake, Steve Pachulski, Nickie Haight 
 

Approval of Agenda: 
Greenfield adds a Resolution to add Resolution 2021-273 to the agenda. Motion by Greenfield, second by Bellmore 

to approve the agenda with one addition.  Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, 

Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes.  

Motion passes.  
 

Guests: 
Audrey Burton - RCT Library Board Representative: 
Burton highlights a few items from her monthly report. Hawthorne asks if the public will be able to use the new 

larger scanner and Burton says yes with a printing fee. James asks about the window issues and Burton says they are 

starting from scratch with a new company that has a better track record. She says the problem is caused by the 

condensation inside the double pane windows. 

 

John Llewellyn: 
Llewellyn directs his comments to Supervisor Watson. He says he sent Watson an email on 10/10/21 and another on 

10/12/21 asking when Watson first found out there was a vacant trustee position on the RCT board. Hawthorne 

answers that Spencer gave his formal resignation the day after the September Board Meeting. Llewellyn says he did 

not see notices and asks if RCT gave enough notice. Watson says there was notice in the Banner twice and in the 

Reminder twice. Llewellyn asks how the board will decide who gets the position. Hawthorne explains that this is an 

abbreviated position and will be up for vote in the next election. Watson says it is the board’s job to decide who will 

fill the position on a temporary basis. 

 

Open Comments: 
None  

 

Consent Agenda: 
Hawthorne says the Building and Zoning Report is in the board packets. Motion by James to accept the consent 

agenda, seconded by Hawthorne. All ayes, motion carries. 

 

Supervisor: 
Watson says they need to vote to accept the resignation of Matt Spencer as of September 9, 2021, from the RCT 

Board. Motion by James, second by Greenfield to accept the resignation of Matt Spencer from the RCT Board. All 

ayes. Motion passes.  

Clerk: 
Hawthorne says that her Clerk’s report is in the board member’s packets.  

She shares that Consumers Energy is doing some tree trimming and they have notified everyone that would be 

affected. 



 

 

Hawthorne asks if all the board members are getting emails and mailings from the MTA. She would like to save 

costs by using only email instead of mailing paper copies.  

 

Treasurer: 
Greenfield shares that her treasurer report is in the board member’s packets. She says she is still collecting summer 

taxes in her office until March 1, 2022.  

 

Trustees: 
Hall tells the board members they might want to watch a YouTube video on the MRA site called Municipality 

Insights. He thought it was a worthwhile video. 

 

Commissioner Report: 
John Smelker shares that there is no longer a mask mandate in the schools and he gave Hawthorne the COVID 

update report. He also gave Watson a copy of Barry County’s reorganization plan and explains that he will no longer 

be a commissioner representative for Rutland Township after January of 2023. 

 

Unfinished Business: 
None  

 

New Business: 
Applications for open Trustee Position 

Due to the vacancy of the trustee position on the township board, a new trustee needs to be appointed to serve on the 

board until 2022. Board members have copies of the 4 applications. Each applicant is given a chance to speak. 

 

Cheryl Sheryl Lewis-Blake  introduces herself and shares that she is retired from Spectrum Pennock Hospital as the 

President. She believes in listening first and acting second. She says that she is very organized and always well 

prepared. James asks her how she learned about the vacant position and Blake says in the Reminder and Banner. 

James asks her if there is anything she wants to change and Blake says she would want to learn and understand 

before she could think about changes. Watson asks if she can set aside her personal feelings in the best interest of 

the 4200 RCT residents, and Blake answers that she is able to see the bigger picture.  

 

Doug Leckta introduces himself and shares that he wants to give back to the community now that he has the time. 

He says he has served in local government before and has a business background. James asks him how he learned 

about the vacant position and Leckta says in the Reminder. James asks him if there is anything he wants to change 

and Leckta says he would like to see high speed internet improved in RCT and he would like to see the board move 

forward on the marijuana ordinance. Watson asks if he can set aside his personal feelings in the best interest of the 

4200 RCT residents, Leckta answers that he would put the needs of the residents above all else.  

 

Marti Mayak shares that he is a local vet. He says that he is interested in growing the community while maintaining 

its natural beauty. James asks him how he learned about the vacant position and Mayak says in the Reminder. James 

asks him if there is anything he wants to change and Mayak says he wants to learn before he would want to make 

changes. Watson asks if he can set aside his personal feelings in the best interest of the 4200 RCT residents, and 

Mayak answers yes.  

 

Stacy Stacey Graham shares that she has served RCT in several ways over the years. She has been on the PC, JPC, 

JPA, as well as the Barry County ZBA. She has been a resident of RCT since 2007. Graham is excited about the 

things that RCT is working on right now like the Master Plan, Marijuana Ordinance, Cemetery Ordinance, as well as 

others. Hawthorne asks if she is ok with leaving the PC to be on the board. Graham says she is happy on the PC but 

would like to see how she can serve RCT on the board. Bellmore says that she can vouch for Graham. James asks 

her how she learned about the vacant position and Graham says in the Reminder. James asks her if there is anything 

she wants to change and Graham says she is happy about the direction the board and PC are working on now and 

wants to continue that progress. Watson asks if she can set aside her personal feelings in the best interest of the 4200 

RCT residents, and Graham says she has spent 10 years hearing residents and already does. 

 



 

 

Hawthorne makes a motion for the board to enter into closed session to discuss the applications. Second by 

Greenfield  All Ayes  Motion carries 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

When the board returns, Watson and Hawthorne explain the process to apply to run for a trustee position from 

November 2022 to November 2024. Running at that time will allow the voters to decide. All board members express 

their thanks to the applicants. The board members feel that all 4 applicants are qualified and would be great 

additions to the board.   

 

Hall makes a motion to appoint Stacy Graham as interim board trustee, seconded by Hawthorne.  

 

Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - No, Greenfield - No, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes. Motion 

passes.  

 

L-4029 Millage Request Report 
Hawthorne explains that the board needs to decide on the fire millage. She says that if they levy .5 instead of the 

allowed 1.5, it would bring in about $80,000 and give the residents a tax break. She says the fire bill is about 

$122,000 and there is about $116,000 in the fire fund. Greenfield would prefer to levy .75 in order to assure there 

are funds to cover any additional expenses. She says this is still a tax cut for residents. 

 

Greenfield makes a motion to levy .75 for the fire millage in 2022, seconded by James.  

 

Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes. Motion 

passes.  

 

Sharpe asks what the L-4029 means and Hawthorne says it is a form number. 

 

Accept Ordinance 2021-178 Cemetery Ordinance for First Reading 

Hawthorne acknowledges a couple of spelling errors that she will correct. Watson would like to see a timeline in the 

ordinance. Hawthorne says that would have to be a separate motions because a timeline would not go in the 

ordinance. Watson wants to give public notice before Memorial Day 2022, give families from Memorial Day until 

Labor Day to remove items themselves, and then use the October fall cleanup to clean up any other items left over. 

Hawthorne says they may have to beef up the cemetery fund to accomplish some things. She would like to see this 

issue on the agenda after the first of the year to discuss. 

 

James makes a motion to accept Ordinance #2021-178 for first reading, seconded by Bellmore.  

 

Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes. Motion 

passes. 

 

Updating of the Township Website 

Hawthorne explains that the last update to the site was in 2006. She says it is very difficult to add anything new 

because the technology is so old. Bellmore asks if they should get other bids and Hall agrees. James agrees that 3 

quotes would be ideal. Watson asks Hall to work on this. The board decides to table this until Hall can get some 

additional information and quotes. Hall says the current site is not secure. Hawthorne says LIAA are the current tech 

people that she works with and we do our own updates and the adding of new ordinances.  

 

Resolution 2021-273 to add a Credit Union to the Depository Resolution 

Greenfield explains that they have received half of the COVID relief funds which is about $211,000. She says in 

order to be FDIC insured, the funds need to go into a different institution. She explains that she is using every bank 

on the list.  

 

Greenfield makes a motion to approve Resolution #2021-273, seconded by James.  

 

Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes. Motion 

passes. 



 

 

  

Open Comments: 
Pat Sharpe thanks the candidates and wishes them good luck. 

 

Steve Pachulski asks where the Blight ordinance process is. Watson says it is in the hands of the planner and the 

attorney. 

 

Sandy Drummond asks if there is a timeline for putting out options for the COVID money that the township is 

receiving. Greenfield and Hawthorne both answer that they are waiting for more information. They say that RCT is 

restricted on what they can spend the funds on and the government is still changing their minds about what those 

restrictions are. Greenfield says the funds are in a specific account and are budgeted and deposited separately. She 

shares that as of now, the funds have to be spent by 2024 

 

Adjournment:   
Motion by Bellmore to adjourn at 8:36pm, seconded by James, all ayes. Meeting adjourned. 

 

Submitted by Nickie Haight, Recording Secretary 
 

 


