
 

 

            Approved: 06/09/2021  
           

Rutland Charter Township 

Regular Board Meeting  
May 12, 2021 / 7PM 

Meeting called to order by Supervisor Watson at 7pm.  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Roll Call Members Present: 
Gene Hall, Sandy James, Sandy Greenfield, Larry Watson, Robin Hawthorne, Brenda Bellmore, Matt Spencer  

  

Others Present: 
Pat Sharpe, Kim Bosma, Mark, Tonya, and Lily Comensoli, Shaun Benner, Matt Herbert, Wendy Frame, Sophie Bates, Jamie Murphy 
 

Approval of Agenda: 
Motion by Greenfield to accept the agenda, second by James.  Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, 

Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Spencer - Yes.  

Motion passes.  
 

Guests: 
Kim Bosma - RCT Library Board Representative: 
Reports are available on the back table and each board member has a copy. Bosma read through some of the highlights. 

 

Open Comments: 
Tonya Comensoli speaks about the chicken ordinance. Her family did not know that they were not allowed to have chickens in RCT. They did 

not think that chickens were considered livestock. She quotes several resources saying that chickens are not considered livestock. She says that 

because RCT is a rural community that takes pride in agriculture and 4H, she is requesting the board allow the owners of occupied single 

family homes to have chickens. She hopes that the board will consider an ordinance similar to the new City of Hastings ordinance so that 

families like hers can continue to raise chickens. 

Matt Herbert also says that chickens would be a great idea for RCT. He says he does not think residents would object and that his family would 

like to have chickens as well. 

Pat Sharpe asks how many chickens the Commensolis and Herberts would want allowed. Comensoli says they have four and are hoping to 

keep them for 4H. Residents and the board discuss that no roosters would be allowed, just like the city ordinance. 

Lily Comensoli speaks in support of allowing chickens in RCT. She says that her reasons are because the city allows them, RCT allows other 

outdoor animals, and chickens are a “green” animal, as well as many large cities allow chickens in much smaller areas than most properties in 

RCT.  

 

Consent Agenda: 
Motion by Hawthorne to accept the consent agenda, seconded by Bellmore. All ayes, motion carries. 

 

Supervisor: 
Watson says that Brian Porritt is the new Board of Review member and he will start in July. 

 

Clerk: 
Hawthorne says a copy of her Clerk Report Vouchers/Payroll is on each of the board member’s desks.  

There is also a memo in the board packets about the rescue monies from the State of Michigan. The memo from the State of Michigan says to 

table the discussion on what to spend the money on for now. 

There is also information about the Parks & Recs Grant from Barry County for the board to review. Hawthorne says the packet has the 

application in it to apply for the Grant. Hall asks if RCT has ever applied for this Grant in the past and Hawthorne says no. She says it is a 

50/50 match grant. 

               

Treasurer: 
Greenfield shares that a copy of her Treasurer’s Monthly Report is on each board member’s desk.   



 

 

 

Trustees: 
James has comments about the new city chicken ordinance. She wants to know if the residents are asking to have free range chickens or not. 

And she also asks about the number of chickens they want to have. She wonders if the board is considering an ordinance to allow chickens. She 

thinks the township has had problems in the past with free range chickens.  

Tonya Comensoli addresses that similar to the City of Hastings, they would like at least 4 and they would have to be in a fenced area. She also 

says the smell and noise issues would have to be addressed on a case by case basis.  

Hawthorne says she would hope anyone with chickens would be keeping the area clean. She says that an ordinance would be for all of RCT, 

which would include subdivisions and small lots too. The other things to consider are noise and smell. If RCT allows chickens in MDR that 

means everyone in MDR can have chickens and it will not always be people that have large yards or take good care of them. Hawthorne 

explains how busy the Zoning officers are already and adding the need to go out on chicken calls all the time, would be too much. Hawthorne 

says the Planning Commission would have to have many conversations and a public hearing if they want to consider a chicken ordinance.  

Greenfield says there was a situation previously in RCT where a resident had their house foreclosed on and left their chicken there to die. RCT 

then had a mess on their hands to deal with. Greenfield says it is not just as simple as wanting a cute pet for your kids. Tonya Comensoli 

suggests maybe a permit that individual families would have to apply for. She feels this would help make each chicken owner be more 

responsible.  

Hawthorne says the Planning Commission has a copy of the city ordinance. Hawthorne and Watson say that the ordinance from the city looks 

good on paper, but reality is a little different and it will be interesting to see how this works in the city. Hawthorne says this will be on the PC 

meeting agenda in June.  

Pat Sharpe asks when the city adopted their chicken ordinance and Hawthorne says a few weeks ago. Sharpe asks if anyone knows how many 

houses in the city have chickens and no one knows. Hawthorne, Raymond, and Watson mention that they have heard that there might be a $50 

permit fee and it might be considered a SLU. 

 

Bellmore says thank you to the commissioners working with restaurants and small businesses in the community. She says they have stepped up 

and she is very proud. 

 

Commissioners Report: 
Dave Jackson gives an update: 
He says that Barry County has refunded food licensing fees on its own, because Eaton County would not support it. He says Kent and Ionia 

counties have already done it and the Barry County Commissioner thought it was a good idea to support the restaurants in our area.  

 

He also mentions the drain issues that have been ongoing in southern Barry County. He says the quotes they have gotten to make repairs are 

completely off base. He says that if the Drain Commissioner had handled the situation correctly in the first place, the price for repairs would be 

significantly lower in his opinion.  

 

A community garden is starting and being supported by several different organizations including: MSU, Blue Zones, and Pennock. 

American Rescue funds are also on the Commissioners radar. He says they were told they would have to request the funds, but the township 

will not. He says the county is putting together a board for these rescue funds and asks the RCT board members to let him know if any of them 

are interested in being on that board. His hope is to connect some resources and do some good, if they work together. Watson and Jackson 

discuss that they have not seen the guidelines for how this money must be spent.  

 

Jackson says they have had several reports of long delays from getting permits from the Health Dept. He says this is being worked on and will 

continue to be worked on. 

 

Bellmore asks about splitting Barry and Eaton County Health Departments. Jackson says there was some work on this a few years back and it 

was considered not a good idea back then, because there would be penalties for doing that. Bellmore says she has heard that Eaton gets more 

benefits than Barry does. Jackson says Eaton also has almost twice the population as Barry.  

 

Watson and Hawthorne discuss that the Barry county permits are being done by a guy that comes from Eaton County once a week. Jackson 

says Barry County should have staff for that, but that there has been a huge turn over and that department is very busy even though lumber 

prices are high. Jackson and Smelker will both be looking into this. Watson says the pandemic is not the issue and he wants a better answer.  

 

Unfinished Business: 
PA System 
Spencer has done research and explains some of the options he has seen. Watson asks if Spencer put it out for bid or if he researched on the 

internet. Spencer says he reached out to local friends.  

Watson shares that Terry VanDien, who had originally installed the old PA system, came to take a look and has made some recommendations 

as well. The board discusses the recommendations.  

Hall suggests looking at 9 microphones - 7 for the board members, 1 for the Zoning Admin, and 1 for the audience. 



 

 

James asks about the existing microphones and the board members all agree there is something broken in one connection.  

Spencer says the ones he looked into are easily transportable. Watson asks who would maintain them. Spencer says he would have to ask 

questions about service, since they are out of Madison, WI. 

James wonders if it is possible to have a company do a demonstration. 

Dave Jackson mentions that both Hope and Barry Townships have upgraded their audio systems for meetings and RCT could reach out to them 

to see what they are using. 

Bellmore would like Watson to speak with Hope and Barry townships to see if they are using someone local. All board members would like to 

see more options and reach out for more information. James says it does not have to go out to bid, we just need some estimates. Greenfield says 

VanDien did do some research for his recommendation. Hawthorne worries about cords and wires being in the way for elections and for 

maintenance. Greenfield also agrees that wireless is the way to go. 

Bellmore asks if the county commissioners use a PA system at their meetings. Jackson says they have a wireless system set up by their IT 

department. Jackson says the wireless are not very sensitive. Spencer says the recommendations he got said wireless is not as good. 

The board tables the discussion until further research can be done. 

  

Updated 1992 Sewer Extension Agreement 
Greenfield makes a motion to accept the new extension of the 1992 Sewer Agreement which changes the term from 60 years to 30 years per 

Attorney Rolfe’s guidance, seconded by Bellmore.  

 

All ayes, motion passes.  

 

 

 

Marijuana Discussion 

Motion by Greenfield for RCT to continue on the path they have been on and stay opted out of the marijuana issue in reference to Ordinance 

#2019-197, James supports. 

 

Hall mentions the percentages of voters that voted for this ordinance to be put in place. He asks if the board is going to say to the voters that the 

board knows better than they do. Greenfield says that is not what she said. She thinks it is readily available for anyone to get and she would 

prefer that RCT not be in the middle of it while the state and federal governments handle it. She says it is still a federal offense and she does not 

want RCT to deal with that right now. 

 

Hall says RCT has been talking about this for 3 years and he worries that voters could lose confidence in the RCT board for not following 

through on what they voted for. He does agree that it is time to make a decision. 

 

Greenfield clarifies that her motion was to stay with what they have now, which is to stay opted out. 

 

James says when the people voted for this, it was not legal all over and things have changed since then. She thinks the liability is too much of a 

risk. She also mentioned that the recent survey showed that most people did not want marijuana in RCT. Watson mentions that that survey was 

taken mostly by senior citizens.  

 

Hall believes that those that took the survey did not say they did not want it, they said it was of low importance to them. He says the only way 

that survey would be relevant would be if all the voters from the 2018 election had taken the survey.  

 

Bellmore says most older people do not want marijuana, as it still has a negative connotation. She says that as township officials, it is their 

responsibility to recognize the voters' wants. She says RCT can design an ordinance as they see fit. She feels that there has been money spent 

on writing this ordinance and she thinks it is a bad idea to stay opted out. 

 

Greenfield thinks that when voters voted for this in 2018 they were voting to be able to smoke it recreationally and did not take into 

consideration the growing, selling, transporting and all the legal aspects of it. Bellmore says the board cannot make assumptions about why the 

voters voted that way. Hall does not think that is even relevant. He says the voters voted to have marijuana in RCT, so no matter what the 

process is to get there does not matter. He states that it is the board's job to carry out the voters’ wishes.  

 

Hawthorne says RCT allows liquor licenses, bars, and cigarette sales. She says this is no different and she believes RCT should not 

discriminate against marijuana, when they allow those same types of recreational items to be sold. Bellmore agrees that RCT does not want to 

be seen as a prohibition township. Hawthorne’s opinion is that it would be wrong to say they are not going to allow a marijuana establishment 

in RCT. 

 

Greenfield asks how many townships out of 16 in Barry County have a marijuana ordinance and she answers just one.  

 



 

 

Spencer comments that RCT does not put any other roadblocks for other businesses, why would they for marijuana. He says this is a product to 

be sold just like any other product and that is how the township attorney told them to view it. Spencer says it is time for RCT to set zoning to 

control it and let the business thrive or fail on their own, as all businesses do. Spencer says he understands the concerns of some of the board 

members but the bottom line is that the voters voted for this and it is the board's job to carry out the voters’ wishes. 

 

James mentions the survey again. Spencer says that carries no weight. Hawthorne says only 200 people took that survey out of 4000. James 

says they had the opportunity to take the survey. The board discusses that the survey did not get around to enough people and that the survey 

was not the vote. The vote was in 2018 and the voters voted yes to have marijuana establishments in RCT regardless of the personal feelings of 

board members. 

Sharpe asks if anyone knows how much these businesses could bring into the township. An audience member that owns a dispensary in 

Dowling mentions his township just received $28,000 from the state for less than a year in 2020. They are expecting more this year. 

 

Raymond wants to make sure that everyone understands that the survey has little or nothing to do with having marijuana establishments in 

RCT, it was for developing the Master Plan.  

 

Roll Call Vote: Hall - No, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - No, Hawthorne - No, Bellmore - No, Spencer - No. Motion fails 2-5.  

 

Hawthorne makes a motion to continue on with the research and development to opt in to marijuana in RCT, seconded by Bellmore. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - No, Greenfield - No, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Spencer - Yes. Motion passes 5-2.  

 

 

Discussion of Blight Ordinance 

Hall asks if they can get an update from Raymond in the development so far and his opinions. Raymond says there is a draft ordinance. Since 

this is a policing ordinance, it only goes through the board and not the planning commission. He thinks there are issues that need to be resolved, 

before they can move forward, such as some of the details and numbers and definitions. He thinks the ordinance is about 70% complete and 

they have samples from many other townships. Some are successful and some are not. Hall asks if the existing short ordinance is a good thing 

or if Raymond would like to see a more detailed ordinance. Raymond says the existing ordinance works well for residents that are concerned 

with the overall appearance of the township. He says it does not give him much to work with for others that do not care.  

 

Greenfield asks if junk vehicles are a bigger issue or are the trash bags and garbage the worst. Raymond’s opinion is that vehicles are overall 

more of an issue.  

 

Hall says the draft ordinance does give some options such as fencing to avoid having to get rid of certain things.  

Watson says they hope to bring in a planner to help with these issues.  

 

Hall asks if the ordinance to be specific to residents or would it include commercial and industrial. Raymond says it is district sensitive which 

means it is for everyone, as the attorney also suggested.  

 

James is concerned that the township has not had enough cooperation from courts to get these things straightened out. She wants to know how 

we can get better support. Watson says that has been fixed and that there is a pending court case right now. Bellmore says it is better now that 

we have an enforcement officer. Raymond says the existing case is going in front of a magistrate and hopefully not through the courts. 

Raymond says he has to deal with many different personal issues causing some of these blight situations. 

 

Raymond explains the process of getting to a magistrate. He sends letters asking for a response within 30 days. If they respond, they can work 

out a plan and give them time. He says the goal is to get it cleaned up, and not to make money off of these tickets. He says tickets have not been 

very effective. If the resident does not respond to the letters, the enforcement officer will pay them a visit. If they still do not comply, they will 

go in front of a magistrate. Where the resident has to prove innocence, the township does not have to prove guilt. After that the case would go 

to court, where attorneys would be involved and the township would have to prove guilt in front of a judge. 

 

Hawthorne says that even after all of that, they could end up only getting the tickets paid and the blight still not cleaned up. Greenfield says that 

is exactly her concern. She asks what the magistrate would do if the resident cannot prove innocence. Raymond says the magistrate would 

handle the whole process after that. Raymond says the city has had success going through the magistrate process. Hawthorne still wonders how 

the magistrate can make them clean it up. As far as she knows, they will just give them a fine. Raymond says the magistrate has the jurisdiction 

to continue on the process and he suggests seeing how it works through with the existing case. Hawthorne wonders if the township would end 

up cleaning up the property and pass those fees on to the taxpayers. Raymond says that can happen and he thinks the blight ordinance should 

have details about what happens if a resident does not comply.  

  



 

 

Hall thinks the draft is a good outline that needs to be completed. Greenfield thinks they should wait and find out what the whole magistrate 

process is before they finish and adopt a blight ordinance. She does think the ordinance needs work but wants the information first. Hall asks 

Raymond if he thinks the ordinance should be updated. Raymond says yes there are a lot of things that need added and changed.  

 

James would like to see a monthly report from the compliance officer about where they are visiting and if they have written tickets or taken 

other steps. Watson says Raymond does document that. James wants to see it printed for the board. The board discusses how a report like that 

could work and Raymond says he can make them a report. 

 

Spencer asks Raymond if this ordinance would determine how many junk tires could be on property. Raymond says businesses and farms 

already have a number they can legally have and are a different category.  

 

Bellmore says the board and planning commission need to continue to work on this. Raymond says since this is a policing ordinance, it does 

not go through the planning commission at all. Hawthorne says she would not be opposed to having the PC involved. James thought this was 

still a work in progress. Hawthorne says the board tabled this.  

 

Motion by Hall to move forward in developing the blight ordinance and to include the planning commission's review, seconded by James. 

 

Raymond asks that each board member go through the draft ordinance and make notes. The board discusses that there will not have to be a 

public hearing, just a publication.  

 

Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes,- Bellmore - Yes, Spencer - Yes. Motion passes. 

 

Hall says he googled blight ordinances in Michigan and stopped when he got to 40. He says it is a common term. Sharpe voices again, that he 

does not agree with using the word blight, because there are so many definitions of the word. He says to tread lightly. Bellmore says junk is the 

word that upset people.  

 

Raymond clarifies that the PC will not have a vote on this.  They can have input, but not a vote. 

 

New Business: 
Agreement for Township Planner of Record  
Planners have been used in the past. Hawthorne says there are funds in escrow to help pay for a planner. A lot of times the fees that applicants 

pay will cover those costs as well. Watson clarifies that Rolfe is not a planner, he is the attorney. Watson says planners are less expensive. 

Greenfield says that this planner will be at will for Raymond to use when needed. Bellmore asks what budget line the planner would be paid 

from and Hawthorne says professional services.  

 

Bellmore makes a motion to hire Rebecca from McKenna to provide Planning Services for Rutland Charter Township, seconded by Hall.  

 

Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Yes, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes, Bellmore - Yes, Spencer - Yes. Motion passes.  

 

Open Comments: 
None 

 

Adjournment:   
Motion by Bellmore to adjourn, seconded by Watson, all ayes. Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

 

Submitted by Nickie Haight, Recording Secretary 
 


