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Rutland Charter Township 

Regular Board Meeting  
March 10, 2021 / 7PM 

Meeting called to order by Supervisor Watson at 7pm.  Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Roll Call Members Present: 
Gene Hall, Sandy Greenfield, Larry Watson, Robin Hawthorne, Brenda Bellmore, Matt Spencer  

  

Members Not Present: 
Sandy James  

 

Others Present: 
Pat Sharpe, Kim Bosma, Jon Smelker, Sophie Bates, Nickie Haight 
 

Approval of Agenda: 
Motion by Hawthorne to accept the agenda, second by Greenfield.  All ayes, motion carried. 
 

Guests: 
Kim Bosma - RCT Library Board Representative: 
Bosma shares that the library is still offering some virtual programs. They also have volunteer income tax assistance 

available and a program about credit fraud for older citizens. The library is also still getting new LED lights and 

those should all be installed by 2022. 

 

Open Comments: 
Sharpe comments that he is glad to be back. 

 

Consent Agenda: 
Motion by Bellmore to accept the consent agenda, seconded by Greenfield. All ayes, motion carries. 

 

Supervisor: 
Watson announces the appointment of Morgan Haley as the new Building/Zoning Assistant. The former employee 

took a job at the Village of Nashville. Haley has started her second week at RCT. 

 

Watson says there is nothing new to share from the JPA but they will be meeting in May. 

 

Watson also shares that the Hastings City Manager is retiring. 

 

Clerk: 
Hawthorne says her Clerk Report Vouchers/Payroll was issued to the board. She shares that the BIRCH fire bill was 

paid.  

               

Treasurer: 
Greenfield shares that her Treasurer’s Monthly Report was sent to the board. She also comments that taxes will be 

turned over to the county on March 11th at 10am.  

 

Greenfield says the auditors were at the township all last week and there has been no word back about any problems. 

 

Trustees: 



 

 

Hall comments that it is nice to be here in person. 

 

Hawthorne makes a motion to appoint Gene Hall as Chairperson of the Barry County Road Committee, seconded by 

Greenfield. All ayes, motion passes. 

 

Spencer asks where the Rural Retreat definition work was left off. Hawthorne and Watson explain that Excelling 

Leaders has withdrawn their permit request and that Raymond will continue to work on developing a definition for 

the ordinance. 

 

Commissioners Report: 
Jon Smelker gives an update: 
Remodeling on the 911 building is starting. They will be moving from a 4 dispatch center to a 6. They currently only 

need 5, but are looking to the future. Calls to 911 have been much higher during the pandemic. Hawthorne asks if 

they will hire another dispatcher and Smelker says it is likely.  

The Friend of the Court offices are moving to the Courts & Law Building. They are also adding new office space for 

Indigent Defense. Watson asks if there will be an empty building and Smelker says yes. Watson asks why they 

would add more offices and then leave a building empty. Smelker says the court system wanted FOC in the Courts 

& Law building. Smelker also shares that the State of Michigan will help with some of the remodeling costs. He 

says bids for the work are out until March 26 and the work has to be complete by September 2021.  

Hawthorne asks about plans for the jail. Smelker says there is nothing new. 

Spencer asks if there will be changes made to the outside of the 911 center and Smelker says it is just the inside. 

Smelker says if anyone wants to see the Meeting Minutes from the County Commissioner Meetings, they are now 

offered online and will not be emailed out. 

 

Unfinished Business: 
None  

 

New Business: 
Hold Harmless Agreement and Approval of the Fireworks Permit for the Algonquin Lake 

Association 
No discussion, except that this is the process the board has approved in past years. 

 

Motion by Bellmore, supported by Spencer, to accept and approve the fireworks permit approval for Algonquin 

Lake. 

Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Absent, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes,- Bellmore - Yes, 

Spencer - Yes.  

Motion passes.  

 

Letter from the attorney on sign regulations 

Hall explains that there have been lawsuits brought against local governments for trying to regulate content on signs. 

He says RCT regulates signs on size, setbacks, and zoning district, but not on content.  

Bellmore remembers that Tyler Guernsey wanted to use his Dairy Queen sign for other things and RCT told him the 

sign has to pertain to the business on that property. 

Hall says the letter from the attorney is asking the board to give the attorney permission to review the signage 

ordinance to be preemptive, since he is seeing these issues end up in court.  

Greenfield agrees it would be a good idea to have the ordinance reviewed. Hawthorne says RCT allows political, 

religious, garage sale, and many other signs. Watson says he will speak with Raymond and Rolfe for more 

clarification. Bellmore believes Rolfe was involved in writing the ordinance in the first place and she does not think 

they need to spend the money. Greenfield thinks it would be worth having Rolfe look at the ordinance, since he is 

looking at others as well. Hawthorne says they should vote.  

 

Motion by Hall, supported by Greenfield, to authorize Attorney Rolfe to review all parts of the RCT signage 

ordinance for constitutionality with the condition that Raymond feels it is necessary. 

 



 

 

Roll Call Vote: Hall - Yes, James - Absent, Greenfield - Yes, Watson - Yes, Hawthorne - Yes,- Bellmore - No, 

Spencer - No.  

Motion passes.  

 

Open Comments: 
Spencer asks where the marihuana ordinance process is at. Hawthorne says the planner is working on it and there 

will be an educational workshop for the Board and PC, possibly in April. 

 

Sharpe asks if the Algonquin Lake permit was approved or if it was just the hold harmless agreement. Hawthorne 

answers it was both. 

 

Hall asks about the public input summary and Hawthorne says Brad Kotrba will be at the April Board meeting to go 

over those details. 

 

Adjournment:   
Motion by Bellmore to adjourn, seconded by Spencer, all ayes. Meeting adjourned at 7:30pm. 

 

Submitted by Nickie Haight, Recording Secretary 
 


