RUTLAND TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
MINUTES OF MAY 24, 2007
Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m. by ZBA Vice-chair Bill Hanshaw.  Pledge to the flag.

Members Present:  Marlin Walters, Larry Haywood, Barb Lyons, Bill Hanshaw, 

Brenda Bellmore
Members Absent:  Margaret Coleman and Robin Hawthorne
Others Present:   Bill Haselden, Nikki Lennox, Judy Milan
Approval of Agenda:   Motion by Haywood, support by Bellmore to approve the agenda as presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried.
Approval of Minutes:  Motion by Bellmore, support by Haywood to approve the 
March 19, 2007 minutes as printed.  All ayes. Motion carried.
Public Comments:   None 
Old Business:    None
NEW BUSINESS

Variance Request for TV Antenna:  Mr. Haselden proposes to erect an 80 foot antenna on his property to facilitate television reception.  He states it is necessary to receive weather alerts since he has very poor radio reception at this location.  The base of the antenna will be 32 inches with a 16 inch round “dish” near the top.  He applied for a federal air permit and was advised lights are not required on the structure.  
Haywood feels a variance is a better alternative than amending the ordinance since there is no impact to neighbors as the tower would be located in a stand of tall trees.

Hanshaw noted he appreciates Mr. Haselden’s pro-activeness.

After discussion, Lennox determined that a variance would be required in all zones except C-4.
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Lyons feels an exception may apply due to safety issues (weather alerts) and/or essential services clause.  Lennox clarified that “essential services” refer to public services (i.e. Consumers Energy, telephone, etc.).  She states the location is appropriate as it will not be an eyesore to neighbors.
Haywood noted that the parcel should probably not be zoned residential.  Haselden advised he had requested the change of zoning from AG to Re to obtain a building permit.

Members agree with the Zoning Administrator’s interpretation which is attached to these minutes.
Motion by Haywood, support by Bellmore to grant the variance request to exceed the 50 foot height limit on towers in residential zones due to the remote location and lack of any consequences to neighboring properties.  The variance is not to exceed 100 feet.  
Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Members determined that a building permit is not required.

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan, Recording Secretary

