MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

JANUARY 11, 2006  

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: Lyons, Lee, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  Also present: Attorney Jim Porter, Sheriff Posse Deputy Jeff Rairigh, County Commissioner Sandy James, Kris Slagel, Deputy Clerk, J-Ad reporter and one guest.    

Consideration of December 14, 2005 Regular Board Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on December 14, 2005 by Lyons, supported by Lee.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Guests:  Fran Faverman, reporter from J-Ad stated she was filling in for Jon Gambee.  

Barb Schondelmayer was absent.  The board was given a copy of the December 2005 report which she had faxed to the township office.     
Deputy Jeff Rairigh gave his report for the month of December.  He stated that it was a quiet month.  Rutland had 61 police responses, 6 fire calls, 27 EMS and 26 other calls in December.    
Open Comments: Received none.  
Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report: Supervisor Carr introduced the Townships new Zoning Administrator, Nikki Lennox.  Nikki stated that the last Planning Commission meeting (which was her first as Zoning Administrator), where they discussed the sign ordinance went well.  She stated that the Planning Commission members and the business owners seem to be working together.  The Planning Commission will be having another meeting next week for further discussion of signs.  Nikki also stated that she is working on clearing up some old complaint issues.  Supervisor Carr stated that for the month of December the Zoning Department took in $25.00 ($25.00/Zoning Permits).  The Building Department took in $1,010.00

($590.00/Building Permits, $420.00/Electrical Permits).  Total new construction value for the month was $123,000.00.    
Supervisor:  Township Computer Policy:  Supervisor Carr stated that the board received in their packet a letter regarding a township computer policy.  He stated that we need to consider this as we are now being required by the State to set up an Employee Handbook.  This policy would then be part of that handbook along with the Social Security Privacy Policy that was previously adopted.  Carr stated that he will put this policy in a more formal format and bring to the board next month for approval.   
Supervisor Carr stated that the Michigan Township Association has asked the Barry County Board of Commissioners (by resolution form) to look into how septage is disposed of in Barry County.  Commissioner Sandy James stated that the County Development committee will be holding a meeting on February 7th, 2006 with some septage haulers and the Health Department to see where things are at and see what can be done to help eliminate some of the problems, and then will take it to the full Board of Commissioners.  
Clerk: Payroll:  Motion by Flint, supported by Greenfield to pay the payroll, check #887 thru #904 and check #916 thru #918 in the amount of $19,051.65.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Accounts Payable:   Motion by Greenfield, supported by Rogers to pay accounts payable, check #919 thru #944 in the amount of $54,013.46.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.    

Treasurers Report: Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Flint to accept the Treasurers report for the month of December 2005 as presented.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Trustees:  No comments.  
New Business:    Attorney Porter stated that as of March 1, 2006 he will be leaving Bauckham & Sparks, P.C.  He will be setting up his own practice in Oshtemo Charter Township at the Township Hall.  He stated that he will be bringing a select group of clients with him and would also like to remain Rutland's Attorney of record.  He stated that his rates would not increase for the coming year and hopefully for the next 2-3 years.  He has an Attorney, Linda Thompson (former Township attorney) that he would possibly work with to serve as his back up.  He stated that he wanted to let the board know in person about his decision but will also be sending out a letter.  Supervisor Carr stated that the board will need to decide at the February meeting whether to keep Attorney Jim Porter as the Attorney of record for the township or stay with Bauckham & Sparks, P.C. 
Open Comments:   Received none. 
Motion by Flint, supported by Hawthorne to adjourn at 8:15p.m.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Kristina M. Slagel, Deputy Clerk

Attested to by:

Jim Carr, Supervisor





Robin Hawthorne, Clerk

Rutland Charter Township




Rutland Charter Township

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

FEBRUARY 8, 2006  

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: Lee, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  Absent:  Lyons.  Supervisor Carr excused Trustee Lyons absence due to recovering from knee surgery.  Also present: Attorney Jim Porter, Sheriff Posse Deputy Jeff Rairigh, Barb Schondelmayer of the Hastings Public Library, J-Ad reporter and three guests.  

Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve agenda as presented by Flint, supported by Lee.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Consideration of January 11, 2006 Regular Board Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on January 11, 2006 by Lee, supported by Flint.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Guests:  Barb Schondelmayer of the Hastings Public Library gave an annual report for 2005 and a report for the month of January 2006.       
Deputy Jeff Rairigh gave his report for the month of January.  Rutland had 67 police responses (which include State, County & City), 9 fire calls, 18 EMS and 14 other calls in January.  

Trustee Lee asked what the majority of the police calls are for.  Deputy Jeff stated that he would check into that.  

Pat Sharpe, Algonquin Lake Association asked if there was a Community Development Committee in Hastings.  Barb Schondelmayer stated that there is a committee that is working on a Comprehensive Community Plan focusing on the future of Hastings.  The City of Hastings is working on their Master Plan.   

Open Comments: Opened at 7:55 p.m. Received none.  Closed at 7:55 p.m.

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Supervisor Carr stated that the new Zoning Administrator Nikki Lennox is doing a good job handling complaints and is following up on old complaints.  He stated that she attended some classes at the MTA Conference.  Supervisor Carr stated that for the month of January the Zoning Department took in $100.00 for Zoning Permits.  The Building Department took in $1,290.40 ($835.40/Building Permits, $455.00/Electrical Permits).  Total new construction value for the month was $143,000.00.    

Supervisor:  Joint Library Board Agreement:  This Agreement is basically establishing a Joint Library Board which will consist of nine voting members; City of Hastings (5), Hastings Charter Township (2) and Rutland Charter Township (2).  Supervisor Carr stated that the Joint Library Board Agreement that the board received in their packets has been revised.  Carr stated that he will discuss this Agreement at the board meeting next month to give the board members time to review the revised agreement.  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Greenfield to support the concept of having a Joint Library Board Agreement.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Clerk: Payroll:  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Flint to pay the payroll, check #945 thru #964 in the amount of $19,523.73.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Accounts Payable:   Motion by Flint, supported by Rogers to pay accounts payable, check #965 thru #999 in the amount of $60,238.54.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.    

Algonquin Lake Fireworks Permit:  Algonquin Lake Association has provided all the necessary papers for their fireworks permit.  Motion by Hawthorne, support by Lee to approve the permit for fireworks display for Algonquin Lake Association for July 4, 2006.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.

Treasurers Report: Motion by Flint, supported by Rogers to accept the Treasurers report for the month of January 2006 as presented.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Trustees:  No comments.  
Old Business:  Ordinance #2005-108, Amendment of Zoning Ordinance, Article III, Definitions:     Supervisor Carr stated that this is the second reading being brought to the Township Board for possible adoption.  This Ordinance would amend Article III of the Township Zoning Ordinance by adding the definition for Community Facility.  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Greenfield to accept second reading and adoption of Ordinance #2005-108.  Roll call vote:  Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, and Rogers-yes.  Lyons-absent.  Motion CARRIED.
Ordinance #2005-109, Mixed Use District Text Amendment and Architectural Standards:

Supervisor Carr stated that this is the second reading being brought to the Township Board for possible adoption.  This Ordinance would add the Mixed Use language to the Township Zoning Ordinance.  Motion by Flint, supported by Rogers to accept second reading and adoption of Ordinance #2005-109.  Roll call vote:  Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, and Rogers-yes.  Lyons-absent.  Motion CARRIED.
Establish Attorney of Record:  Supervisor Carr stated that at last months meeting Attorney Porter stated that as of March 1, 2006 he would be leaving Bauckham & Sparks P.C.  Board has to decide whether to keep Attorney Porter as the Township Attorney of Record or stay with the Bauckham & Sparks P.C.  Board members unanimously agreed to keep Attorney Porter.  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Lee to retain James Porter P.C. as the Township Attorney of Record. Roll call vote:  Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, and Rogers-yes.  Lyons-absent.  Motion CARRIED.
New Business:  Resolution #2006-48, Permits & Fees:  Supervisor Carr stated that this is a resolution to establish a time frame for the paying of fees owed to the Township.  Motion by Flint, supported by Greenfield to adopt Resolution #2006-48 as presented.  Roll call vote:  Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, and Rogers-yes.  Lyons-absent.  Motion CARRIED.
Resolution #2006-49, Township Employee Leave Policy:  Supervisor Carr stated that this is a resolution to establish a policy for paid Holidays and Leave of Absences.  Clerk Hawthorne stated that the township is now mandated by the state to have an employee handbook.  This policy would be part of that along with the Social Security Privacy.  Motion by Rogers, supported by Lee to adopt Resolution #2006-49 as presented.  Roll call vote:  Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, and Rogers-yes.  Lyons-absent.  Motion CARRIED.
Resolution #2006-50, Township Computer Policy:  Supervisor Carr stated that this was discussed last month.  Clerk Hawthorne stated that this policy would also be made part of the mandated employee handbook.  Motion by Carr, supported by Flint to adopt Resolution #2006-50 as presented.  Roll call vote:  Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, and Rogers-yes.  Lyons-absent.  Motion CARRIED.
Township Website:  Supervisor Carr stated that there is an offer through the MTA for townships to create their own website at a cost of $2,250/setup and one year hosting then the cost would be $400/year for hosting fees.  He stated that if we had our own website we could possibly use that for posting required notices.  Attorney Porter stated the website would take the place of posting notices, however, the notices will still need to be published in the paper.  Having our own website would make it easier for residents to access our Ordinance, applications, maps and etc.  Motion by Carr, supported by Flint for the clerk/treasurer to proceed with coordinating a website for Rutland thru MTA/LIAA and work in conjunction with the Supervisor in creating this website.  Roll call vote:  Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, and Rogers-yes.  Lyons-absent.  Motion CARRIED.                                     

Open Comments:   Received none. 

Motion by Rogers, supported by Greenfield to adjourn at 9:02p.m.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Kristina M. Slagel, Deputy Clerk

Attested to by:

Jim Carr, Supervisor





Robin Hawthorne, Clerk

Rutland Charter Township




Rutland Charter Township

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

MARCH 8, 2006  

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  Also present: Attorney Jim Porter, Barb Schondelmayer of the Hastings Public Library, County Commissioner Sandy James, Deputy Clerk Kris Slagel, J-Ad reporter Jon Gambee and nine guests.  

Approval of Agenda:  Supervisor Carr stated that he would like to amend the agenda by moving Jim & Julie McConnon above the Green Gables Representative.  Motion to approve agenda as amended by Rogers, supported by Greenfield.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Consideration of February 8, 2006 Regular Board Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on February 8, 2006 by Flint, supported by Lee.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Guests:  Barb Schondelmayer of the Hastings Public Library gave a report for the month of February 2006.       
Jim & Julie McConnon stated that their home was one that was flooded in May 2004.  They are in the process of obtaining a grant thru Federal Emergency Management Association, Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. Mr. McConnon stated that Senator Patricia Birkholtz had told them that they were waiting on something we (the township) were supposed to send in.  Supervisor Carr stated that he had sent everything that they had asked, however, we did receive the project application last week that was in need of his signature and also a copy of a notice that was to be published in the local paper.  Supervisor Carr stated that he would sign the application and get the notice published as required.  

Green Gables, Christine Hiar introduced herself as the new Executive Director of Green Gables Haven.  She has been in this position for two months.  She stated that during the month of February 30 women and children were serviced at Green Gables.  Green Gables Haven is staffed 365 days, 24/7 with an average rate of pay at $8.00/hour.  The employees have no health or retirement benefits.  They are very thankful for the community support.  The ongoing support helps to keep their doors open.  She stated that the last dinner auction raised $25,000.  She stated that they have applied for a $75,000 TANF (Temporary Aid to Needy Families) but it is being prorated, on schedule not agenda.  If this money does not come thru they will have a budget deficit.  Green Gables Haven is the only shelter in Barry County.  It was mentioned by Greenfield that when township monies were originally sought, township was told that in 3 to 5 years the Haven could be supported by grants.  Ms. Hiar stated that is their goal.  They hope after three years of operation they will have their own line item on the States budget, making the money that is available to shelters easier for them to retrieve.  Motion by Rogers, support by Lyons to renew contract with Green Gables Haven in the amount of $5,000.00 for one year.  Roll Call Vote:  Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Rogers-yes, Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Lyons-yes and Greenfield-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Open Comments: Opened at 8:15 p.m. 

Pat Sharpe, Algonquin Lake Association - Mr. Sharpe stated that if it happens to rain on July 4th this year the fireworks will be moved to the next dry day. 

Closed at 8:18 p.m.

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Supervisor Carr stated that for the month of February the Zoning Department took in $150.00 for Zoning Permits.  The Building Department took in $1,185.90 ($1,035.90/Building Permits, $150.00/Electrical Permits).  Total new construction value for the month was $296,335.00.  It was mentioned that the Public Hearing for the Mixed Use Sign Ordinance will be held on March 15, 2006 at 7:30 p.m.

Supervisor:  Supervisor Carr read a request from a new church looking to rent the township hall. Attorney Porter advised that if the township were to rent the hall to one religious organization would have to be willing to rent to all other religious groups without discriminating.  Board members unanimously agreed that it would not be in the townships best interest to rent the hall to any religious organizations.  Supervisor Carr stated that he would advise the church of the boards' decision.  

Clerk: Payroll:  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Flint to pay the payroll, check #1000 thru #1017 in the amount of $18,889.21.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Accounts Payable:   Motion by Flint, supported by Rogers to pay accounts payable, check #1018 thru #1043 in the amount of $68,761.02.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.    

Treasurers Report: Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Lyons to accept the Treasurers report for the month of February 2006 as presented.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  Treasurer Greenfield stated that 95% of the taxes are paid, 5% delinquent.  She will turn over taxes to the County next week.

Trustees:  Trustee Flint questioned our policy on posting/publishing notices.  Supervisor Carr stated that we would continue to publish notices in the local paper as well as posting them on our website once it's up and running.  

Trustee Rogers asked where we were at with our website.  Clerk Hawthorne stated that we now have a website; however, it is only a shell.  Our web address is rutlandtownship.org.  She stated that the training will be held on May 5th, 2006 in Traverse City, where we will learn how to input data onto the website.  Supervisor Carr, Clerk Hawthorne, Treasurer Greenfield and Deputy Clerk Kris Slagel will be attending the training.  

Trustee Rogers also stated that he would like discussion of the roads on next month's agenda.

Trustee Lee asked who was doing the training for the website.  Supervisor Carr stated that LIAA would be putting on the training for us and that it was included in the cost of the website.
Old Business:  Joint Library Board Agreement:  Supervisor Carr stated that this Agreement, which was given to board last month for their review, is basically establishing a Joint Library Board which will consist of nine voting members; City of Hastings (5), Hastings Charter Township (2) and Rutland Charter Township (2).  Motion by Flint, supported by Greenfield to approve the Joint Library Board Agreement as presented.    Roll Call Vote:  Flint-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Rogers-yes, Lee-yes, Carr-yes, Lyons-yes and Greenfield-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

New Business:  Purchase Agreement for Township Property:   Supervisor Carr stated that the Township received a purchase agreement from Moyle Development, LLC for the property owned by the township on the corner of Cook Road and M-43/M-37.  Carr introduced Mike Moyle to the board and guests.  Mr. Moyle stated that the purchase agreement is for approximately 6.9 of the 11 acres.  The purchase price offered was $400,000.00.  Mr. Moyle stated that his plans are to put up a 70 unit hotel on a portion of the 6.9 acres.  Trustee Rogers asked why he would not want the whole 11 acre parcel.  Mr. Moyle stated that a good portion of that remaining acreage is wetlands.  Also, an additional curb cut would have to be put in off M-43/M-37 and not sure if that is even possible.  He did state that as part of his agreement he would "rough-in" a 7-8 foot wide circular walking trail around the west end of the parent parcel, and provide wood chips for the surface.  Trustee Lee stated that he understands the need for a hotel but would like to sell the whole parcel.  Trustee Flint likes the idea of keeping the wetlands.  She asked Mr. Moyle if he had plans for other retail businesses on the property.  Mr. Moyle stated that he would and understands that anything proposed would have to be approved by the Planning Commission. Trustee Lyons thinks the price is too low.  Clerk Hawthorne likes the idea of making a trail thru the wetlands.  Mr. Moyle stated that his agreement hinges on getting joint water with the City of Hastings and also getting at least one curb cut onto M-43/M-37.  He would also have to provide a service road.  Treasurer Greenfield stated that she would like to see the parcel sell as a whole.  She does feel that Hastings needs a hotel.  Supervisor Carr asked if any of the guests had a comment.  Pat Sharpe, 2290 Ottawa Trail feels the price is low.  Sandy James, County Commissioner also feels that the price is too low.  Gary Moore asked how much of the 6.9 acres would be used for the hotel.  Mr. Moyle stated that approximately 2 acres would be used for the hotel and the rest sold.  Mr. Moore also feels the price is too low.  Motion by Rogers, supported by Lee to decline the offer from Moyle Development, LLC as presented.  Roll Call Vote:  Lyons-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Rogers-yes, Lee-yes, Carr-yes, Flint-yes and Greenfield-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Open Comments:   Opened at 9:25p.m.

Gary Moore, stated that he thinks we do need a hotel in the community, however, he feels the offer is too low. 

Pat Doezema, asked how many curb cuts would be allowed onto M-43/M-37.  Supervisor Carr stated that he believes we could get one or two.  

Closed at 9:30p.m.

Motion by Rogers, supported by Lee to adjourn at 9:30p.m.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Kristina M. Slagel, Deputy Clerk

Attested to by:

Jim Carr, Supervisor





Robin Hawthorne, Clerk

Rutland Charter Township




Rutland Charter Township

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

APRIL 12, 2006  

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  Also present: Attorney Jim Porter, Barb Schondelmayer of the Hastings Public Library, Brad Lamberg from the Barry County Road Commission, Mike Moyle of Moyle Development, Deputy Clerk Kris Slagel, and twelve guests.  

Approval of Agenda:  Clerk Hawthorne stated that there was a typo on the agenda, under New Business, Zoning Ordinance Amendments #4; Section 2.11 should be 20.29.  Supervisor Carr stated that the Road Rally Mystery Trip should be scratched from the agenda.  Motion to approve agenda as amended by Greenfield, supported by Flint.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Consideration of March 8, 2006 Regular Board Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on March 8, 2006 by Hawthorne, supported by Rogers.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Guests:  Barb Schondelmayer of the Hastings Public Library gave a report for the month of March 2006.  Don't forget, the groundbreaking for the new library is on May 19th, 2006 at 4:30pm.
Susan Vliestra, Thornapple Township Clerk introduced herself as a candidate for State Representative.  She stated that she has been working in local government for 6 years and also has experience working in the private business sector.  She decided to run for state representative because she has seen first hand the effects on the local government.  

Ken DeMott, resident of Hope Township, introduced himself and stated that he will be running for County Commissioner, representing Rutland and Hope Township.  He is a lifelong resident of Barry County.  He stated that he retired in 1994 from the Barry County Sheriffs Department after 29 years of service.  He now works part-time as a truck driver.  

Open Comments: Opened at 7:44p.m.  Received none.  

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Supervisor Carr stated that for the month of March the Zoning Department took in $775.00 ($75.00 for Zoning Permits, $400.00 Rezoning, $300.00 Variance).  The Building Department took in $1,416.95 ($996.95/Building Permits, $420.00/Electrical Permits).  Total new construction value for the month was $408,947.00.  Motion by Flint, supported by Lee to accept the Building/Zoning Report, as presented, for the month of March.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.  
Supervisor:  Supervisor Carr stated a resident of the township, John Winebrenner, 1562 Iroquois Trail would like to use his garage to build walls for Habitat for Humanity Homes.  Mr. Winebrenner stated that they are doing a Home Builder Blitz, building a home within a week. Supervisor Carr stated that our zoning does not allow him to have a business on his property.  However, because this is for Habitat for Humanity and because this use would be temporary should we allow him to go ahead with the project.  It was a consensus of the board that Mr. Winebrenner be allowed to proceed with the project.  

Appoint Library Representatives:  Supervisor Carr stated that Ken Smith is interested in being the townships representative on the library board.  The other candidate he had in mind has recently moved out of the township.  Supervisor Carr asked the guests in attendance if there was anyone interested in being on the library board.  David Logan stated that he would be interested.  Motion to appoint Ken Smith and David Logan as the townships representatives on the Joint Library Board by Carr, supported by Greenfield.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Clerk: Payroll:  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Flint to pay the payroll, check #1052 thru #1075 in the amount of $22,714.27.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Accounts Payable:   Motion by Lyons, supported by Rogers to pay accounts payable, check #1044 thru #1051 and #1076 thru #1100 in the amount of $175,310.98.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.    

Budget Amendment - BIRCH Invoice:  Clerk Hawthorne stated that a budget amendment needs to be done to budget more money into the BIRCH Fire Protection Fund to cover our share of the BIRCH Fire Department Budget.  Our Taxable Value in Rutland went up more than anticipated in 2005 so not enough money was budgeted in our 2006 budget.  Motion to amend the budget by increasing the amount in the BIRCH Fire Protection Fund from $135,000.00 to $143,247.66 by Hawthorne, supported by Flint.  Roll Call Vote:  Rogers-yes, Lyons-yes, Flint-yes, Greenfield -yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes and Lee-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Gravel Road Tour:  Clerk Hawthorne informed everyone that the gravel road tour is set for Tuesday, April 18th at 1:00 p.m.
Treasurers Report: Motion by Lyons, supported by Lee to accept the Treasurers report for the month of March 2006 as presented.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Trustees:  no comments 
Old Business:  Purchase Agreement for Township Property:  Mr. Mike Moyle from Moyle Development, LLC, presented to the board an Agreement to Purchase the township property on M-43/M-37.  The purchase agreement was for the whole parcel, approx. 11.1 acres.  The purchase price offered was $700,000.00.  His original offer last month was $400,000 for 6.9 acres.  A few of the board members had concerns as to what would be done with the acreage considered as wetlands.  Mr. Moyle stated that the 70 unit hotel would only use up approximately 2 acres and the rest would be developed.  Majority of the board felt the purchase price was still too low.  It was a consensus of the board that they would like to see at least $750,000.00 for 6.9 acres which would leave the township as owner of the wetlands.  The board also agreed that if Mr. Moyle decides to bring another purchase agreement for the property to the board, his attendance would not be required.  Mr. Mike Moyle thanked the board.  
New Business:  Resolution #2006-51, Township Employee Handbook:   Supervisor Carr stated that the State of Michigan has mandated in the Social Security Privacy Policy Act that an Employee Handbook should be issued to each employee with their Social Security Privacy Policy included, as well as other township policies.  The handbook includes; contact information, board meeting and holiday schedule, FOIA Policy, Reimbursement of Conference, Class Attendance, & Mileage Receipts, Social Security Number Privacy Policy, Paid Holiday and Leave of Absence Policy, Township Computer Policy, and Public Notice Requirements and Checklists for Adoption of Zoning Ordinances.  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Rogers to adopt Resolution # 2006-51, Township Employee Handbook, as presented.  Roll Call Vote:  Rogers-yes, Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Greenfield-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Carr-yes, Lyons-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Road Discussion:  Supervisor Carr stated that he had put together some proposals on ways to maintain the roads in the township.  Trustee Lyons stated that he would like to discuss dust control.  Clerk Hawthorne stated that she feels the dust control is not adequate for what it costs the township.  Trustee Rogers stated that he is a strong believer in dust control, helps maintain the gravel.  Trustee Flint stated that sometimes it is not as effective but would hate to lose it (dust control), concern with safety issues.  Trustee Lee also stated that he would hate to lose the dust control but it is not as effective.  Treasurer Greenfield stated that we spend a lot of money on dust control and it does not last.  Supervisor Carr stated that with revenue sharing being cut, leaving the township with less money to budget, dust control does not last and is not worth the money.  Majority of board agreed that although dust control is very nice to have, it costs the township a lot of money and does not last, not cost effective.  Supervisor Carr stated that the county commissioners only give the townships $1,000/year for roads.  Carr stated that one of his proposals was to work out a budget plan with the Road Commission at $140,000.00 per year for 6 years or without dust control $115,000.00 for the 6 years.  Board discussion.  Clerk Hawthorne stated that she did not like the idea of locking in for 6 years and not knowing what money will be coming into the township.  Treasurer Greenfield pointed out that taxes brought in $115,000 and revenue sharing $208,000.  She does not feel the township can afford the $115,000 for 6 years.  Sandy Freese, Goodwill Road stated that she feels spending the money on good gravel would be better than spending the money on dust control.  Supervisor Carr stated that we need to take care of the roads.  He pointed out that some townships have a road millage.  He does not feel the residents should pay a road millage.  Out of the 2005 taxes paid in Rutland Township, $115,000 came to the township and $797,000 to the county.  Thinks the County should give more than $1,000/per year for each township.  Brad Lamberg, Barry County Road Commission stated that he is recognizing from other townships the shortfall of funds.  He stated that there is inadequate road funding and we have two choices, either we wait on the State to give monies for roads or we do it ourselves.  Board discussion.  Board does not feel they should go with the budget plan due to lack of funding.  Board asked Brad Lamberg to get a list of what road repairs could be done for $80,000.00 and bring it back for next months meeting.  
Amendment to Article XVIII, Schedule of Regulations:  Supervisor Carr stated that we received a recommendation from the Planning Commission to amend Article XVIII, Schedule of Regulations by deleting subsection (a) For platted lot in the AG district, the minimum parcel size shall be one (1) acre and the minimum lot size shall be one hundred fifty (150) feet, with "RR" standards applying to lot coverage and yard setbacks.  Attorney Porter stated that he didn't know when this subsection was put in place but that it is inconsistent with the zoning ordinance.  For example, in the "RE" district platted lots have to be 2.3 acres and with this subsection (a) "AG" platted lots could be 1 acre.  By deleting this subsection (a) makes our zoning ordinance more consistent.  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Flint to accept the recommendation of the planning commission and accept for first reading Ordinance #2006-110. Roll Call Vote:  Rogers-yes, Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Greenfield-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Carr-yes, Lyons-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Amendment of Section 20.26 to establish a new sign ordinance for the Mixed Use District:  Supervisor Carr stated that we received a recommendation from the Planning Commission to establish a new sign ordinance for the Mixed Use District, however, since then we (the board) received a letter from Steve Hayes, manager of Bob's Gun & Tackle Shop (attachment A).  Motion by Flint, supported by Hawthorne to postpone and return this recommendation to the Planning Commission along with the supporting letter from Steve Hayes.  Roll Call Vote:  Rogers-yes, Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Greenfield-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Carr-yes, Lyons-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.
Amendment of Section 20 to correct all typographical and scribner's errors and to amend definitions:  Supervisor Carr stated that the Planning Commission recommend we amend Section 20 of the zoning ordinance to correct all typographical and scribner errors.  Attorney Porter stated that we need to have a list of the errors and the corrections that were made to the Ordinance.  Motion by Carr, supported by Greenfield that on Attorney Porters recommendation we return this to Lynee' Wells at Williams & Works to get us a list of what changes were made.  Roll Call Vote:  Rogers-yes, Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Greenfield-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Carr-yes, Lyons-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.
Amendment of Article 20 to add Section 20.29 to the Rutland Charter Township Zoning Ordinance.  To be known as Conditional Rezoning Ordinance:  Supervisor Carr stated that we received a recommendation from the Planning Commission to amend Article 20 by adding Section 20.29, Conditional Rezoning Ordinance.  Attorney Porter stated that there is an ordinance already in place under state statue; this just tells us (township) how to handle the requests.  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Lee to accept the recommendation of the planning commission and accept for first reading Ordinance #2006-111.  Roll Call Vote:  Rogers-yes, Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Greenfield-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Carr-yes, Lyons-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.
Open Comments:   Opened at 10:27p.m.

Pat Walton, Heath Road; Commented on the voided checks that were part of the total on the payroll report.  Clerk Hawthorne stated that she does not know why, but the software she uses does not take the voided checks off the report.   

Closed at 10:30p.m.

Motion by Flint, supported by Lyons to adjourn at 10:31p.m.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Kristina M. Slagel, Deputy Clerk

Attested to by:

Jim Carr, Supervisor





Robin Hawthorne, Clerk

Rutland Charter Township




Rutland Charter Township

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

MAY 10, 2006  

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  Also present: Attorney Jim Porter, Barb Schondelmayer of the Hastings Public Library, Deputy Clerk Kris Slagel, and eighteen guests.  

Approval of Agenda:  Supervisor Carr stated that the agenda needs to be amended.  Under Guests; need to remove Julie Nakfoor-Pratt and Dar Leaf, and add Kathy Sheldon/YMCA, and   Joint Library Agreement needs to be added under Old Business.  Motion by Lyons, supported by Greenfield to approve agenda as amended.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Consideration of April 12, 2006 Regular Board Meeting Minutes: Motion by Flint, supported by Rogers to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on April 12, 2006.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Guests:  Barb Schondelmayer of the Hastings Public Library gave a report for the month of April 2006.  
Kathy Sheldon, YMCA Representative gave the board a YMCA Program Report for January - March 2006.  She stated that they are asking the Township to enter into Contract for Recreational Programs for 2006 for $6,200.00.  She stated that how they came up with that figure is that they took the # of residents (620 from Rutland)  that used the YMCA last year and multiplied that by $10.00 (which is the extra fee charged to residents of Townships that do not have a contract with the YMCA).  She stated that last year we contracted $3,300.00.  Supervisor Carr asked Kathy Sheldon to come back next month for the board's decision.    
George Shannon, Charlton Park Director gave the board and guests a presentation on Charlton Park and what it has to offer the community and projects they would like to accomplish.  He stated that on the August 8, 2006 ballot they will be asking for a renewal of the existing ¼ mill millage and also asking for an additional ¼ mill.   

Open Comments: Brian Calley, State Representative candidate introduced himself to the board and guests.  

Eldon Shellenbarger, introduced himself and stated that he is part of the grassroots organization for "Fire the State Senate".  

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Supervisor Carr stated that for the month of April the Zoning Department took in $450.00 ($150.00 for Zoning Permits, $300.00 Variance).  The Building Department took in $2,166.70 ($1,239.20/Building Permits, $307.50/Commercial Building Permits, $620.00/Electrical Permits).  Total new construction value for the month was $203,540.00.    
Supervisor:  Supervisor Carr stated that last month he appointed Mr. David Logan as one of the townships library representatives; because he was under the impression that Ms. Ruth Hill had moved out of the Township.  Ms. Hill still resides in Rutland Township.  Initially, Supervisor Carr had talked to Ms. Hill and she stated she would be interested in being one of the township representatives on the library board.  Motion by Flint, supported by Rogers to rescind Mr. David Logan's appointment as library representative and appoint Ms. Ruth Hill.  Roll Call Vote:  Rogers-yes, Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Greenfield-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Carr-yes, Lyons-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Clerk: Payroll:  Clerk Hawthorne stated that she learned in a recent training session that the payroll does not have to be approved each month because it is approved at budget time each year. She also stated that payday will now be on the 1st of each month.  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Flint to pay the payroll, check #1101 thru #1122 in the amount of $19,974.49.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Accounts Payable:   Motion by Lyons, supported by Greenfield to pay accounts payable, check #1123 thru #1150 in the amount of $10,149.38.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.    

Clerk Hawthorne informed the board that Burnham & Flower Insurance Group will assume John Hancock Financial Services Retirement Plans.  John Hancock is the townships "Contract Administrator".  She stated that with Attorney Porters recommendation, she signed and submitted the new contract with Burnham & Flower, as it had to be submitted by May 1st, 2006. 

Treasurers Report: Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Flint to accept the Treasurers report for the month of April 2006 as presented.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Trustees:  no comments

Old Business:  Road Discussion:  Supervisor Carr opened the discussion on road issues; he stated that the board should all have a list of the Road Commission recommendations for the Township.  Dutch Cappon, Yeckley Road, stated that there is a real dust problem on gravel roads.  Terry Moore, Irving Road, stated that at some point the residents will probably have to pay for their own dust control.  Rod Ward, Tanner Lake Road, stated that last year the township had 26% Chloride application, 36% is better, if the township is going to do it let's do it so it lasts.  Terry Cappon, Yeckley Road, chloride does help hold the roads together.  Volunteered to ride with the chloride truck.  Trustee Rogers stated that he is all for the chloride, if we quit doing it will loose what we already put out there.  He also stated that if we could work with the Road Commission to coordinate gravel/dust control a little better it might help with some of these issues.  Supervisor Carr stated that the Road Commission does all the planning, they are the ones putting down gravel after the dust control, the township just gives them the check.  Trustee Rogers stated that the township should take $10,000 from gravel and use it towards dust control.  Trustee Lyons stated that he is totally against dust control.  Would much rather take the money being spent on chloride and apply to roads in materials.  Dave Dykstra stated that it is impossible for the County to have all roads ready before they apply dust control.  Clerk Hawthorne stated that she is in favor of dust control feels it is a safety issue.  Would like to see dust control, line painting, and gravel this year and nothing to paved roads.  Treasurer Greenfield stated that she is against dust control, would like to just paint lines and do gravel for this year.  Trustee Flint thinks dust control is a safety issue.  Trustee Lee would like to see the gravel put on the roads and dust control this year.  Supervisor Carr feels the line painting is important, and he supports the Road Commission's recommendation for the Township roads, however, would like to see more gravel.  Sandy Freese, Goodwill Road, stated that maybe the residents could do their own dust control.  

Motion by Carr, supported by Flint to adopt Resolution #2006-53, Road Resolution and have the roads listed in the Road Commission Recommendation to be part of the 1st part of this Resolution, and also add the $10,000 in gravel to the Resolution.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-no, Greenfield-no, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-no, Lyons-yes, Rogers-no, Flint-yes.  Ayes: 3. No: 4. Motion FAILED.
Motion by Greenfield to just do the center and edge line painting on the roads.  No Second.

Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Lee to adopt Resolution #2006-53, Road Resolution which will state that $20,000 will be spent for gravel, all line painting done as recommended and two applications of chloride at 26% each, with no paved road projects.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-no, Carr-no, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-no, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: 4. No: 3. Motion CARRIED.
Joint Library Agreement:  Supervisor Carr stated that this Joint Library Agreement is a contract with the City of Hastings instead of the Library Board.  He also stated that the existing library board is being dissolved on June 1, 2006.  Motion by Flint, supported by Hawthorne to adopt Resolution #2006-52, Joint Library Agreement.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.
Ordinance #2006-110, Amendment to Article XVIII, Schedule of Regulations: Supervisor Carr stated that this is an Ordinance to amend the Township Zoning Ordinance Article XVIII, Schedule of Regulations to delete Subsection A, which states "For platted lots in the Ag District, the minimum parcel size shall be one (1) acre and the minimum lot size shall be one hundred fifty (150) feet, with "RR" standards applying to lot coverage and yard setbacks".  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Rogers to accept Ordinance #2006-110 for second reading and adoption.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.
Ordinance #2006-111, Conditional Rezoning:  Supervisor Carr stated that this is an Ordinance to amend Article XX of the Zoning Ordinance to add Section 20.29.  The proposed amendment will be known as the Conditional Rezoning Ordinance.  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Flint to accept Ordinance #2006-111 for second reading and adoption.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.
New Business:  Old Railside Estates, Residential Plat Approval:  Supervisor Carr stated that Dave Dykstra received preliminary approval from the Planning Commission for his residential plat known as Old Railside Estates.  Attorney Porter stated that under the subdivision ordinance, the Planning Commission goes thru each project in detail, however, all subdivisions need to get Township Board approval.  Motion by Lyons, supported by Lee to consider preliminary approval of Old Railside Estates.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.
Harvath/Hoffman Rezoning:  Supervisor Carr stated that this is a recommendation from the Planning Commission to rezone the land in Section 26, Parcel #08-13-026-005-20 from "AG" to "RE".  Motion by Lyons, supported by Rogers to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and accept Ordinance #2006-112 for first reading.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.  

Open Comments:   Received none.

Motion by Flint, supported by Lee to adjourn at 10:07p.m.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Kristina M. Slagel, Deputy Clerk

Attested to by:

Jim Carr, Supervisor





Robin Hawthorne, Clerk

Rutland Charter Township




Rutland Charter Township

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

JUNE 14, 2006  

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  Also present: Attorney Jim Porter, County Commissioner Sandy James, Tom Evans, Joel Frederickson, Deputy Clerk Kris Slagel, and six guests.  

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Rogers to approve agenda as presented.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Consideration of May 10, 2006 Regular Board Meeting Minutes: Motion by Lyons, supported by Lee to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on May 10, 2006.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Consideration of May 22, 2006 Special Board Meeting Minutes: Motion by Lee, supported by Greenfield to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on May 10, 2006.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Guests:  Joel Frederickson, Auditor from our Audit firm, Siegfried & Crandall gave the board a brief overview of the Audit report for 2005.

Tom Evans, Barry County Prosecuting Attorney candidate introduced himself to the board and guests.     

Open Comments: Opened at 7:53 p.m. 

Keith Ferris, resident of Rutland Charter Township, introduced himself and stated that he will be running for County Commissioner, representing Rutland and Hope Township.  
Pat Sharpe, Ottawa Trail: Stated that on behalf of Algonquin Lake Association wishes everyone a safe 4th of July.

Gene Thompson, Pleasantview Drive: Asked about the recent Keyholing complaint on Algonquin Lake.  Attorney Porter and Supervisor Carr responded to his questions.  

Open Comments closed at 8:07 p.m.

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Supervisor Carr stated that for the month of May the Zoning Department took in $2,300.00 ($100.00 for Zoning Permits, $800.00 Rezoning Requests, and $1,400.00 Conditional Rezoning w/Escrow).  The Building Department took in $963.40 ($393.40/Building Permits, $570.00/Electrical Permits).  Total new construction value for the month was $14,000.00.    
Supervisor:  Supervisor Carr stated that the township needs to appoint a 3rd member to the Joint Planning Commission.  He recommended the board appoint Mike Rossen. Motion by Lyons, supported by Rogers to accept Supervisor Carr's recommendation to appoint Mike Rossen to the Joint Planning Commission.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.
Supervisor Carr stated that he was advised by Brad Lamberg from the Barry County Road Commission that we did not approve enough funding for line painting in our Road Resolution.  Carr stated that last month the road resolution was approved allowing for $4,081.00 for center line and edge line painting.  Mr. Lamberg stated that because no paved projects were approved for the year there were some additional roads that need line painting.  He stated that the total needed for line painting is $6,289.00; therefore, an additional $2,208.00 is needed.  Motion by Lee, supported by Flint to add $2,208.00 to our road resolution for additional line painting.  Roll Call vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.
Clerk: Accounts Payable:   Motion by Greenfield, supported by Rogers to pay accounts payable, check #1172 thru #1205 in the amount of $25,911.22.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.   

Supervisor Carr thanked the County Commissioners for acting efficiently on the Land Application Resolution that was approved and forwarded to the Commissioners by the MTA.

Treasurers Report: Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Flint to accept the Treasurers report for the month of May 2006 as presented.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Trustees:  
Trustee Rogers, told Keith Ferris he was glad to see him seeking the County Commissioner position.  

Trustee Lee, had questions about the new township website.

Trustee Flint, stated that she feels that getting the information on the website is great.

Old Business:  YMCA Contract:  Board discussed the letter that was presented last month from the YMCA regarding increasing our contractual amount from $3,300.00 to $6,200.00 over the next five years.  Board agreed to stick to what was budgeted for this year, which is $3,300.00 and to review the amount on a yearly basis instead of a five year plan.  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Greenfield to have Supervisor Carr write a nice letter to Mr. Storms explaining the Board's opinion.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.

Ordinance #2006-112, Rezoning Harvath/Hoffman:  Supervisor Carr stated that this is an Ordinance for the rezoning of Land in Section 26, Parcel # 08-13-026-005-20, to be rezoned from "AG" to "RE".  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Rogers to accept Ordinance #2006-112 for second reading and adoption.  Roll Call vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.
New Business:  Zoning Ordinance Amendments:  Supervisor Carr stated that we received a recommendation from the Planning Commission to amend the Township Zoning Ordinance, by making the following amendments:  1) amendment of Article XVII.a., Mixed Use District to add Sections 104.1709.a entitled Architectural Standards and 104.1710.a entitled Greenbelts (aka greenspace); 2) amendment of Article XIX, Parking and Loading Spaces, to add Section 104.1908 entitled Landscaping of Off-Street Parking Areas; and 3) amendment of Article XX, General Provisions, Sections 104.2014 entitled General Lighting and Screening Requirements and 104.2023 entitled Minimum Landscape Requirements.  Motion by Lyons, supported by Lee to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and accept for first reading Ordinance #2006-113.    Roll Call vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.
American Promotional Events - Fireworks Permit: Clerk Hawthorne stated that American Promotional Events has asked for a fireworks permit to allow them to sell fireworks in Wal-Mart’s parking lot as they have done in the past. Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Greenfield to approve the request from American Promotional Events for a fireworks permit to allow them to sell fireworks in Wal-Mart’s parking lot from June 15, 2006 - July 10, 2006.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.
Open Comments:   Opened at 9:02 p.m.

Mike Hallifax, Gun Lake Road, applauded the board for their decision on the YMCA Contract.
Open Comments Closed at 9:05 p.m.

Supervisor Carr stated that he has begun discussion with the City of Hastings on a Water Agreement.  Carr also stated that the Joint Planning Commission has applied for several grants, and all have been denied.  He stated he would be putting together some information for the board, to be discussed at next month's regular board meeting.  

Motion by Flint, supported by Lee to adjourn at 9:17p.m.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Kristina M. Slagel, Deputy Clerk

Attested to by:

Jim Carr, Supervisor





Robin Hawthorne, Clerk

Rutland Charter Township




Rutland Charter Township

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

JULY 12, 2006  

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  Also present: Attorney Jim Porter, Julie Nakfoor-Pratt, Ruth Hill, and ten guests.  

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Flint to approve agenda as presented.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Consideration of June 14, 2006 Regular Board Meeting Minutes: Motion by Lyons, supported by Flint to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on June 14, 2006.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Guests:  Julie Nakfoor-Pratt, Barry County Prosecuting Attorney candidate introduced herself to the board and guests.     

Ruth Hill, Library Board Representative for the Township, gave the board her library report and stated that she and Ken Smith, who is also a library board representative for the township will be taking turns reporting to the board on library issues.  
Open Comments: Received none.  

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Supervisor Carr stated that for the month of June the Zoning Department took in $325.00 for Zoning Permits.  The Building Department took in $2,199.10 ($1,799.10/Building Permits, $400.00/Electrical Permits).  Total new construction value for the month was $464,300.00.    
Supervisor:  Supervisor Carr stated that the Planning Commission will be reopening the Master Plan in accordance with Section 125.327a(2) of the Township Planning Act, Act 168 of 1959.  

Clerk: Accounts Payable:   Motion by Lyons, supported by Rogers to pay accounts payable, check #1206 thru #1207 also check #1228 thru #1256 in the amount of $44,168.51.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.   

Treasurers Report: Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Lyons to accept the Treasurers report for the month of June 2006 as presented.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Trustees:  no comments 
Old Business:  Ordinance #2006-113, Zoning Ordinance Amendments: Supervisor Carr stated that this Ordinance is to amend the Township Zoning Ordinance, by making the following amendments:  1) amendment of Article XVII.a., Mixed Use District to add Sections 104.1709.a entitled Architectural Standards and 104.1710.a entitled Greenbelts (aka greenspace); 2) amendment of Article XIX, Parking and Loading Spaces, to add Section 104.1908 entitled Landscaping of Off-Street Parking Areas; and 3) amendment of Article XX, General Provisions, Sections 104.2014 entitled General Lighting and Screening Requirements and 104.2023 entitled Minimum Landscape Requirements.  

Recessed for copies at 7:55p.m.  Reconvened at 8:00 p.m.
Gordon Barlow, questioned page 1, Section I, paragraph 3 regarding exterior materials, why vinyl or aluminum are not allowed.  Supervisor Carr stated that it also states that "All other proposed material shall be subject to Planning Commission approval."  Also, Mr. Barlow questioned what the Township considers "Rural", and if we have something in writing that states this.  Supervisor Carr stated that the township does not have a definition in writing but will have the Planning Commission members work on getting this done.

Brad Carpenter, stated that he owns property on M-37/M-43 and has concerns with Section II, Greenbelts, paragraph iv, which states "All existing trees eight inches or greater in diameter that are in a healthy condition and within the greenbelt shall be preserved."  Supervisor Carr stated that a greenbelt is a thirty (30) foot strip in front of property.  Also, Carr stated that this would only apply to properties who wish to be rezoned to the Mixed Use District, can keep the property zoned Commercial and this would not affect the property.  Also, Mr. Carpenter has a problem with a. on the next page which states "If existing trees eight (8) inches or greater in diameter are removed, replacement shall be required."  

Stephanie Fekkes, owns property on M-37/M-43, which is zoned Residential.  She stated that she also has the same concerns with the Greenbelts for the Mixed Use District.  However, in her case, if she were to sell her property, the Mixed Use District would be the only option available if the property were to be purchased by a business.  

Trustee Lee, stated that he has concerns with Section V, 104.2023 Minimum landscape requirements, under Maintenance it states that underground irrigation shall be installed and maintained for irrigation of all turf and landscaped areas.  Trustee Lee feels that this should be struck from this ordinance.  

Motion by Lee, supported by Hawthorne to dismiss Ordinance #2006-113 and return to the Planning Commission along with the tape of this meeting to listen and address the concerns that were voiced.  Roll Call vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.

New Business:  Planning Commission Appointments:  Supervisor Carr stated that Larry Haywood and Bev Warren's Planning Commission terms expire next month.  Carr recommended that the board reappoint them to the Planning Commission.  Carr asked the board if they had any others in mind that the board should consider.  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Lee to reappoint Larry Haywood and Bev Warren to the Planning Commission for another 3 year term, to expire 8-1-2009.  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Zoning Board of Appeals Appointments:  Supervisor Carr stated that Bill Hanshaw and Larry Haywood's Zoning Board of Appeals terms expire next month.  Carr recommended that the board reappoint them to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Carr asked the board if they had any others in mind that the board should consider. Motion by Lee, supported by Flint to reappoint Bill Hanshaw and Larry Haywood to the ZBA for another 3 year term, to expire 8-1-2009.  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.
Joint Planning Commission Request:  Supervisor Carr stated that he has been working on Joint Planning with the City/County and Hastings Charter Township.  They have sent out a Request for Proposal, interviewed two firms and came to a consensus that funding was needed to hire Public Sector Consultants.  The fee for services is $45,000.00 divided 3 ways which equals $15,000.00 per jurisdiction.  These services will include aiding us in establishing much needed service districts and help in defining the most advantageous ways to manage our resources to the betterment of the township as well as the county as a whole.  Treasurer Greenfield thinks that Supervisor Carr has done a good job but does not want to spend any more money; Joint Planning Commission as it stands now should work this out without outside help.  Trustee Lyons stated that this will be the last time he would vote for this if he doesn't see any results.  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Rogers to adopt Resolution #2006-54, Approval of Funds in the amount of $15,000.00 to be used toward the hiring of Public Sector Consultants to work with the Joint Planning Commission.  Roll Call vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-no, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: 6. No: 1. Motion CARRIED.

Rezoning Request - Archambeau:  Supervisor Carr stated that this is a recommendation from the Planning Commission to rezone three parcels of land in Section 33, Parcel #08-13-033-017-20, #08-13-033-013-00 and #08-13-033-017-30 from "AG" to "RE".  Motion by Lyons, supported by Lee to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and accept Ordinance #2006-114 for first reading.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.  

Rezoning Request - Thornapple Valley Church:  Supervisor Carr stated that this is a recommendation from the Planning Commission to rezone a parcel of land in Section 27, Parcel #08-13-027-008-10 from "AG" to "RE".  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Lee to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and accept Ordinance #2006-115 for first reading.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.  

Open Comments:   Received none.

Motion by Flint, supported by Lyons to adjourn at 9:28p.m.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Kristina M. Slagel, Deputy Clerk

Attested to by:

Jim Carr, Supervisor





Robin Hawthorne, Clerk

Rutland Charter Township




Rutland Charter Township

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

AUGUST 9, 2006  

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  Also present: Attorney Jim Porter, County Commissioner Sandy James, Ken Smith, Deputy Clerk Kris Slagel and six guests.  

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Rogers to approve agenda as presented.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Consideration of July 12, 2006 Regular Board Meeting Minutes: Motion by Flint, supported by Hawthorne to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on July 12, 2006.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Open Comments: Opened at 7:33 p.m.  

Ken Smith, Library Board Representative for the Township, gave the board the library report for the month of July.  Library is scheduled to be completed in spring of 2007.
Sandy Freese, Goodwill Road:  Stated that she was on the Township cemetery committee for 6 years and still has a desire to see the cemetery look its best.  She asked the board to consider using some of the profits from the sale of the township property to surface the cemetery roads with recycled asphalt.  A year ago the quote that the Township received from Henry Arens was $8,000.00, however, with gas prices rising price would probably be around $10,000.00.  Board stated that they would consider this.  

Open Comments Closed at 7:45 p.m.

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Supervisor Carr stated that for the month of July the Zoning Department took in $4,300.00 ($300/Zoning Permits, $3,400/Site Plan Reviews & Escrows-2, and $600.00/Rezoning Requests-3).  The Building Department took in $2,614.65 ($2,149.65/Building Permits, $465.00/Electrical Permits).  Total new construction value for the month was $414,900.00.    Motion by Lyons, supported by Greenfield to accept the Building and Zoning report for the month of July as presented.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.
Supervisor:  Supervisor Carr stated that their have been concerns from residents that the township has too many Ordinances. He stated that most of the Ordinances being adopted are amendments to the present Zoning and also Ordinances establishing provisions for the Mixed Use District.  Rezoning of parcels is also done in Ordinance form but does not affect all residents.  

Algonquin Lake Petition:  Supervisor Carr stated that the township received a petition from some of the residents that live on Ottawa Trail and Jeanne Drive wanting children at play signs installed.  Supervisor Carr took the petition to the Barry County Road Commission along with a letter stating that these signs be put up and that the township would pay for material and services. Road commission sent a response letter stating that they do not want to put up the signs because they feel that most signs get very little respect from motorists, and if signs were installed for all the requests they receive there would be a tremendous amount of children at play signs.    Supervisor Carr has agreed to meet with the Algonquin Lake residents and Brad Lamberg from the Road Commission to see if they can come up with a solution.  

Clerk: Accounts Payable:   Motion by Flint, supported by Greenfield to pay accounts payable, check #1257 and #1278 thru #1313 in the amount of $30,583.36.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Treasurers Report: Motion by Rogers, supported by Lyons to accept the Treasurers report for the month of July 2006 as presented.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Trustees:  Trustee Lee asked if and/or when the 2nd application of dust control would be applied on the gravel roads.  Supervisor Carr stated that he would find out when the new gravel was going to be put down and then have the 2nd application of chloride applied after that, probably by the end of August.
Old Business:  Ordinance #2006-114, Rezoning Request - Archambeau:  Supervisor Carr stated that this is an ordinance to rezone three parcels of land in Section 33, Parcel #08-13-033-017-20, #08-13-033-013-00 and #08-13-033-017-30 from "AG" to "RE".  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Lyons to accept Ordinance #2006-114 for second reading and adoption.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.  

Ordinance #2006-115, Rezoning Request - Thornapple Valley Church:  Supervisor Carr stated that this is an ordinance to rezone a parcel of land in Section 27, Parcel #08-13-027-008-10 from "AG" to "RE".  Motion by Rogers, supported by Greenfield to accept Ordinance #2006-115 for second reading and adoption.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.  

New Business:  Amendment to the Rutland Charter Township Zoning Ordinance Article XVII.a, Mixed Use District, Section 104.1706.a to add Item C: Minimum lot width requirement of one hundred fifty (150) feet:   Supervisor Carr stated that this is a recommendation from the Planning Commission.  Carr stated that because 1/4 acre lots are allowed in the sewer district section of the Mixed Use District, 150ft lot width would make the lots too narrow and outside the sewer district all lots are to be a 5 acre minimum.  Motion by Carr, supported by Lyons to dismiss this recommendation from the Planning Commission.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.  

Amendment to the Rutland Charter Township Zoning Ordinance Article XX, General Provisions, Section 104.2026, Sign Ordinance:   Supervisor Carr stated that this is a recommendation from the Planning Commission to amend the Township Sign Ordinance.  Clerk Hawthorne stated that she does not agree with the ground mounted signs being allowed a larger area than pole signs, also does not agree with the provisions stated under "Non Conforming Signs".  Motion by Lyons, supported by Rogers to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and accept Ordinance #2006-116 for first reading.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-no, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-no, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: 5. No: 2. Motion CARRIED.  

Amendment to the Rutland Charter Township Zoning Ordinance Article XX, General Provisions, Section 104.2017, Private Road Ordinance and Amendment to the Rutland Charter Township Zoning Ordinance Article XX, General Provisions, Section 104.2009(b), correcting typographical error "real" to "rear":  Supervisor Carr stated that this is a recommendation from the Planning Commission to allow private roads in the Commercial and Industrial Zoning Districts and also correct a typographical error in Section 104.2009(b) from "real" to "rear".  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Lee to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and accept Ordinance #2006-117 for first reading.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.  

Proposed amendment to the Future Land Use Plan/Master Plan:  Motion by Carr, supported by Flint to ask the Planning Commission to open Master Plan in manner consistent with Lynee' Wells (Williams & Works) memo dated July 19, 2006.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Open Comments:   Received none.

Motion by Flint, supported by Lyons to adjourn at 9:23p.m.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Kristina M. Slagel, Deputy Clerk

Attested to by:

Jim Carr, Supervisor





Robin Hawthorne, Clerk

Rutland Charter Township




Rutland Charter Township

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

SEPTEMBER 13, 2006

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Roger, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  Also present:  Attorney Jim Porter, Judy Milan (recording secretary) and five guests.

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Flint to approve agenda as presented.

Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Consideration of August 9, 2006 Regular Board Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Rogers to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on August 9, 2006.  

Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Open Comments:  Opened at 7:35 p.m.

Ruth Hill, Library Board Representative for the Township, advised all is going well with construction of the new building, scheduled to be completed in the spring of 2007.

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Supervisor Carr stated that for the month of August the Zoning Department took in $500 ($100/Zoning Permits; $400/Special Exception Use).  The Building Department took in $1,305.60 ($385.60/Building Permits; $920/Electrical Permits).

Total new construction value for the month was $51,000.  

Motion by Lyons, supported by Greenfield to accept the Building and Zoning report for the month of August as presented.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Supervisor:  Carr advised the Flexfab LLC has submitted a request to establish an Industrial Development District (IDD) and expand an existing IFT (tax abatement).  This would encourage growth of the company and create new jobs with no revenue loss to the Township.  Attorney Porter stated it makes sense to approve this request.  Carr and Porter explained the procedural steps to Board  members (i.e. must be sent to the state by 10/31; requires a public hearing; property must be contiguous to existing IDD).  Porter clarified that granting this request permits the company to apply for a tax break from the township before seeking state approval.  He noted that improvements receive tax abatement, not the property, and this expansion would create a “district” which encompasses all Flexfab property.

Supervisor Carr reads the Resolution which authorizes him to start proceedings and establish a date for the public hearing.  After discussion, the Board determined the public hearing could be held during the regular meeting of the township board in October.

Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Greenfield to adopt Resolution 2006-56 and hold a public hearing on October 11, 2006.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Clerk:  Accounts Payable:  Motion by Rogers, supported by Flint to pay accounts payable, check #1314 thru #1318 and #1339 thru #1365 in the amount of $53,965.22.  Discussion of an attorney bill.  Carr explains the situation (riparian access).  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Treasurers Report:  Motion by Flint, supported by Hawthorne to accept the Treasurers report for the month of August 2006 as presented.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Trustees:  Rogers inquired about the status of township property sale.  Carr provides an update.

Lyons inquired about Podunk Lake’s weed control.  Carr has heard nothing positive or negative.

Carr advised a “kickoff” for the M-37 turn lane project will be held in the Township Hall on September 15, 2006 at 8:00 a.m.  The project is scheduled for 2008.

Old Business:  Ordinance #2006-116, Amendment to Sign Ordinance:  Carr reads proposed sign ordinance amendment.  Hawthorne expressed concern regarding visibility issues for ground mounted signs.  Lee feels property owners should be allowed to put up new signs.  Greenfield expressed dissatisfaction issue of non-conforming sign replacement but not the pole(s).  

Motion by Rogers, supported by Lyons to accept Ordinance #2006-116 for second reading and adoption.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-no, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-no, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: 5. No: 2. Motion CARRIED.

Ordinance #2006-117, Amendment to Private Road Ordinance and amendment to Section 104.2009(b), correcting typographical error (real to rear).  Carr reads proposed private road ordinance amendment.  

Motion by Hawthorne, support by Greenfield to accept Ordinance #2006-117 for second reading and adoption.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Resident Gene Thompson inquired and was told the Township Engineer is Fleis & Vandenbrink, and any costs will be borne by the private party/developer, no the township.

New Business:  Ordinance #2006-113, Amendment of Article XIX, Parking and Loading Spaces, to add Section 104.1908 entitled Landscaping of Off-Street Parking Areas; also to amend Article XX, General Provisions, Sections 104.2014 entitled General Lighting and Screening Requirements:  Members reviewed and discussed what applies to all districts and what applies to some districts.

Motion by Rogers, supported by Lyons to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and accept Ordinance 2006-113 for first reading.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.

Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Ordinance #2006-118, Amendment of the Zoning Ordinance by re-zoning of certain properties located in Section 27 and 33 from AG to RE:  

Motion by Lee, supported by Greenfield to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and accept Ordinance #2006-118 for first reading.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Ordinance #2006-119, Amendment to the Rutland Charter Township Zoning Ordinance Article XX, General Provisions, Section 104.2023 entitled Minimum Landscape Requirements:  Hawthorne stated the ordinance appears to encompass all zoning districts which would be too restrictive for residents.  Porter’s interpretation is that the ordinance does not require private homeowners to comply with the landscape requirements of this amendment.  After discussion, members felt the ordinance should be less confusing and condensed.  It should be clear that the listed trees/shrubs are only recommendations – not requirements.  Discussion of procedures for modifying the ordinance and keep the process moving.  

Motion by Lyons, supported by Lee to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and accept Ordinance #2006-119 for first reading with modifications.

Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, 

Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED. 

Ordinance #2006-120, Amendment to the Rutland Charter Township Zoning Ordinance, Article XVII.a, Mixed Use District, to add Section 104.1710.a entitled Greenbelts (Greenspace):  Carr read Planning Commission minutes to clarify the intent of this addition to the ordinance.  Discussion.

Motion by Lee, supported by Hawthorne to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and accept Ordinance #2006-120 for first reading.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.

Motion CARRIED.

Ordinance #2006-121, Amendment to the Rutland Charter Township Zoning Ordinance, Article XVII.a, Mixed Use District, Section 104.1709.a, entitled Architectural Standards:  Carr clarified for the public that this ordinance does not require specific building materials, but they will be subject to Planning Commission approval.  

Motion by Lee, supported by Rogers to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and accept Ordinance #2006-121 for first reading.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.

Motion CARRIED.

 Open Comments:  None

Motion by Flint, supported by Lee to adjourn at 9:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:

Judy Milan, Recording Secretary

Attested to by:

Jim Carr, Supervisor




Robin Hawthorne, Clerk

Rutland Charter Township



Rutland Charter Township

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

OCTOBER 11, 2006

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  Also present:  Attorney Jim Porter, Judy Milan (recording secretary) and 16 guests.

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Flint to approve agenda as amended.

Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Consideration of September 13, 2006 Regular Board Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Flint, supported by Greenfield to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on September 13, 2006.  

Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Guests:  Mike Hallifax presented his bid for the cemetery contract.  Board members noted it is the same cost as last year.  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Rogers to accept the 2007-2009 cemetery contract from Mike Halifax with no increases.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Ayes: all.

Motion CARRIED.
Stephanie Fekkes was present to represent Green Gables Director Hiar and reviewed documents showing the number of clients the shelter has served and additional services that have been added.  Fekkes responded to questions from Lyons, Lee and Rogers.  Fekkes states the shelter has a good success rate. 

Open Comments:  Lengthy discussion between Gene Thompson and the Board regarding enforcement of the riparian ordinance on Algonquin Lake.  Carr stated his position on the issue has not changed and advised Thompson of further proceedings he can take (i.e. ZBA and court).

Lyons and Greenfield advised Mr. Thompson that although the matter is a “technical” violation of the township’s ordinance, they do not see an overwhelming problem with a lakefront owner’s dock being utilized by a back lot property owner, with permission.  Carr stated that he personally does not see this as a violation.  

Township Attorney Porter stated that a “technical” violation is occurring but the Planning Commission has clarified that the intent of the ordinance was not to prevent this type of activity.

Ken Smith reported that the library’s new building is progressing and should be open  in the spring of 2007.  He noted that the library millage expires in 2009 and the Board needs to plan now to renew the millage.

Resident Mike Nichols spoke regarding the Island Court access point on Algonquin Lake, and does not feel the back lot property owners are overcrowding the lake.  Discussion of single family versus multiple family permitted uses.

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Supervisor Carr stated that for the month of September the Zoning Department took in $1,400 ($250/Zoning Permits; $1,150/Special Exception Use/Escrow).  The Building Department took in $2,002.50 ($1,447.50/Building Permits; $555/Electrical Permits).  Total new construction value for the month was $580,000.  

Attorney Porter advised that no formal action is necessary.  Carr requests the Zoning Report be entered into the record.

Supervisor:  Carr reads a resolution to approve the creation of an Industrial Development District (IDD) for Hastings Fiberglass products and Triple B Real Estate LLC.  Porter explains the IDD process and advised he sees no problem with combining multiple parcels to form an IDD.  Discussion.  

Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Greenfield that Rutland Charter Township authorize Resolution 2006-57 and the supervisor begin the proceedings to establish an IDD and set a public hearing for November 8, 2006.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes. Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Clerk:  Accounts Payable:  Motion by Flint, supported by Rogers to pay accounts payable, check #1386 thru #1407 in the amount of $7,500.00.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED. 

Treasurers Report:   The 2007 Budget was presented to the Board by Greenfield.

Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Flint to accept the September 2006 Treasurers Report.  

All ayes.  Motion  CARRIED.
Trustees:  Nothing to report

OLD BUSINESS:  Ordinance #2006-113, Amendment of Article XIX, Parking and Loading Spaces, to add Section 104.1908 entitled Landscaping of Off-Street Parking Areas; also to amend Article XX, General Provisions, Section 104.2014 entitled General Lighting and Screening Requirements: Carr reads proposed amendment.

Motion by Lyons, supported by Greenfield to accept Ordinance #2006-113 for second reading and adoption.  Roll Call Vote.  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Ordinance #2006-118, Amendment of the Zoning Ordinance by re-zoning of certain properties located in Section 27 and Section 33 from AG to RE).  Carr reads proposed  amendment.  

Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Lee to accept Ordinance #2006-118 for second reading and adoption.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Ordinance #2006-119, Amendment to the Rutland Charter Township Zoning Ordinance Article XX, General Provision, Section 104.2023 Minimum Landscape Requirements:   

Carr reads proposed amendment.

Motion by Rogers, supported by Lyon to accept Ordinance #2006-119 for second reading and adoption.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.
Ordinance #2006-120, Amendment to the Rutland Charter Township Zoning Ordinance Article XVII.a, Mixed Use District, to add Section 104.1710.a . entitled Greenbelts (Greenspace).   Carr reads proposed amendment.
Motion by Rogers, supported by Greenfield to accept Ordinance #2006-120 for second reading and adoption.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Ordinance #2006-121, Amendment to the Rutland Charter Township Zoning Ordinance Article XVII.a, Mixed Use District, Section 104.1709.a, Architectural Standards:  Carr reads proposed amendment.  Discussion and clarification.  

Motion by Lyons, supported by Lee to accept Ordinance #2006-121 for second reading and adoption.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

NEW BUSINESS: Consideration of PA 116 Application for Larry Haywood:  Discussion of the PA 116 program and it’s intent to preserve open space in return for a property tax abatement.  Attorney Porter suggests a Resolution should be adopted on the application.

Motion by Carr, supported by Flint to adopt Resolution #2006-59 (to be prepared by the Clerk) and accept the PA 116 applications for Sand Creek LLC and Sand Creek Dairy, and forward to the State.  Roll Call Vote. Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Open Comments:  Mike Lewis – new construction; Pat Doezema – ICNP Bank; Mike Hallifax – cemetery winterized.

Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Lyons to adjourn the Board Meeting and open the Public Hearing following a five minute recess.  All ayes.  Motion CARRIED.
Public Hearing on the Establishment of Two (2) Industrial Development Districts requested by Flex Fab and Flexible Horizons, Districts #4 and #5:  Christopher Snow, Flex Fab representative, thanks the board for expediting the IDD request.  Discussion.  

Motion by Flint, supported by Lee to support adoption of Resolution #2006-58, as amended on the agenda, to create two Industrial Development Districts #4 and #5.  Roll Call Vote.  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.

Motion CARRIED.
Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Greenfield to close the public hearing at 9:08 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted by:

Judy Milan, Recording Secretary

Attested to by:

Jim Carr, Supervisor




Robin Hawthorne, Clerk

Rutland Charter Township



Rutland Charter Township

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

NOVEMBER 8, 2006

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  Also present:  Attorney Jim Porter, Deputy Clerk Kris Slagel, and seven guests.

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Flint, supported by Rogers to accept agenda as presented.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Consideration of October 11, 2006 Regular Board Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Lyons to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on October 11, 2006.  

Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Guests:  Ken Smith, Library Board Representative for the Township, advised that everything is on schedule with the new library.  He stated that his term expires at the end of the year and would be willing to continue as the Township Representative.  Motion by Lee, supported by Flint to re-appoint Ken Smith as the Library Board Representative for the Township for his term to expire December 31, 2009.  

Open Comments:  Keith Ferris thanked the residents of Rutland Charter Township for their support. 

Sandy James stated that she has had a lot of calls from residents wanting high speed internet.  Clerk Hawthorne stated that she is aware of the need and desire for high speed internet in the township and has been inquiring about the possibility.  

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Supervisor Carr stated that for the month of October the Zoning Department took in $150.00 (Zoning Permits).  The Building Department took in $1,855.00 ($1,575.00/Building Permits; $280.00/Electrical Permits).  Total new construction value for the month was $384,000.00.  

Supervisor:  Supervisor Carr stated he would like to recommend Marlin Walters as an alternate Zoning Board of Appeals member for the Township.  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Greenfield to appoint Marlin Walters as Rutland Charter Township Zoning Board of Appeals alternate member.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Clerk:  Accounts Payable:  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Rogers to pay accounts payable, check #1427 thru #1470 in the amount of $23,603.94.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED. 

Clerk Hawthorne stated that she had received an audit proposal from Siegfried Crandall PC for their services for the year ended December 31, 2006.  Motion by Flint, supported by Greenfield to accept the 2006 Audit Proposal from Siegfried Crandall PC.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Treasurers Report:   Treasurer Greenfield gave her report for the month of October 2006.  It was noted that the total of the building department should read $357.58 instead of $357.50.  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Lyons to accept the Treasurers report for the month of October 2006 as corrected.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Trustees:  Trustee Lyons asked Treasurer Greenfield to check with Union Bank on their CD rates. 

NEW BUSINESS: Clearview Lakes Estates II - Preliminary Approval of the Site Condominium Subdivision:  Supervisor Carr stated that this was reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission on October 18th, 2006.  Motion by Rogers, supported by Lee to approve the Clearview Lakes Estates II Site Condominium Subdivision as presented.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Rogers to close the regular meeting at 8:07 p.m.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Opened Public Hearing at 8:07 p.m.
Public Hearing on the Establishment of Industrial Development District #6 requested by Hastings Fiber Glass Products:  Received no public comments.  Discussion.  

Motion by Lyons, supported by Rogers to adopt Resolution #2006-60, to establish Industrial Development District #6 as requested by Hastings Fiber Glass.  Roll Call Vote.  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.
Public Hearing - 2007 Budget:  Supervisor Carr stated that board was given copies of the 2007 proposed budget last month.  Board discussion.  Clerk Hawthorne will make the necessary changes to the proposed budget as recommended by the board.  Estimated Revenues - mills are 0.7624 for Operating, Fire millage is 0.9260, and Library millage is 1.4885.  Operating budget of $95,533.88, Fire $116,034.07 and Library $186,519.14.  Supervisor Carr stated that the 2007 budget would be on the agenda next month for approval.  
Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Lee to close the Public Hearing at 9:07 p.m.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Respectfully submitted by:

Kristina M. Slagel, Deputy Clerk 

Attested to by:

Jim Carr, Supervisor




Robin Hawthorne, Clerk

Rutland Charter Township



Rutland Charter Township

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

DECEMBER 13, 2006

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  Also present:  Attorney Jim Porter, Deputy Clerk Kris Slagel, and eleven guests.

Consideration of November 8, 2006 Regular Board Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Rogers to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on November 8, 2006.  

Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Guests:  Ruth Hill, Library Board Representative for the Township, gave a summary of the happenings with the new library.  She stated that the library board advised that everything is on schedule with the new library.  

Open Comments:  Opened at 7:41 p.m. 

Pat Sharpe, on behalf of the Algonquin Lake Association "Happy Holidays".    

Open Comments closed at 7:42 p.m.

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Supervisor Carr stated that for the month of November the Zoning Department took in $275.00 ($75.00/Zoning Permits and $200.00/ZBA Application for Ordinance Interpretation).  The Building Department took in $912.60 ($622.60/Building Permits; $290.00/Electrical Permits).  Total new construction value for the month was $73,000.00.  

Supervisor:  Supervisor Carr stated the current Board of Review members, Mary Anger, Matt Howell and Ray Schaubel terms expire on 1/1/2007.  All members are willing to serve another 2 year term.  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Lee to reappoint all three Board of Review members for another two year term beginning 1/1/2007.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Supervisor Carr recommended that Barb Lyons be an alternate Zoning Board of Appeals member along with Marlin Walters, who was appointed last month.  The Township is allowed to have two alternates for the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Motion by Lee, supported by Rogers to appoint Barb Lyons as Rutland Charter Township Zoning Board of Appeals alternate member for a three year term.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Carr stated that he would like to offer to any property owners that are in the Townships Future Land Use/Mixed Use District the opportunity to rezone to Mixed Use without having to pay the Rezoning application fee of $400.00.  This would be a one time mass rezone with a Public Hearing to be held in February 2007.  Board consented.  

Clerk:  Accounts Payable:  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Flint to pay accounts payable, check #1471 thru #1475 and #1498 thru #1525 in the amount of $12,361.18.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED. 

Clerk Hawthorne stated that the annual meeting with the Barry County Road Commission is scheduled for January 8, 2007 at 10:00a.m.  
Treasurers Report:   Treasurer Greenfield gave her report for the month of November 2006.   Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Rogers to accept the Treasurers report for the month of November 2006.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Trustees:  Trustee Flint confirmed that at the Planning Commission meeting on December 12, 2006 the Planning Commission members set a date for a Public Hearing to discuss the Keyholing Amendment.  The date of the hearing will be January 17, 2007.  Flint read the proposed amendment.
Old Business:  Resolution #2006-61, Compensation Resolution:  Motion by Rogers, supported by Greenfield to adopt Resolution #2006-61.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.
Resolution #2006-62, 2007 Budget Resolution:  Motion by Flint, supported by Lyons to adopt Resolution #2006-62.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.
New Business:  Resolution #2006-63, 2007 Township Board Meeting Dates and Holiday Schedule:  Motion by Rogers, supported by Hawthorne to adopt Resolution #2006-63.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.
Resolution #2006-64, Master Plan Amendments:  Proposed amendment to the Future Land Use Plan in the Township Master Plan for two (2) additional parcels.  Parcel # 08-13-011-018-10, located at 50 N. M-37 Hwy, and Parcel # 08-13-011-017-00, located at 2740 Heath Road, from MDR (Medium Density Residential) to MUD (Mixed Use District) land use classification.  Motion by Carr, supported by Lee to adopt Resolution #2006-64.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.
Resolution #2006-65, Finalized Amendments to the Future Land Use Plan and authorization to distribute the finalized amendments to the parties of interest:  Motion by Lyons, supported by Flint to adopt Resolution #2006-65.  Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.
Open Comments:  Opened at 8:26p.m.

Dave Bellmore, stated that he along with some other Township residents would be trying to attend more of the Township meetings in the future.  
Keith Ferris, requested that the Board members attend the Public Hearing on January 17th, 2007.  

Bill Hanshaw, commended the Township on establishing and maintaining a webpage, (www.rutlandtownship.org) easy to use, recommends others to use this website for information on township meetings.  

Open Comments:  Closed at 8:30 p.m

Motion by Flint, supported by Rogers to adjourn at 8:40 p.m.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Respectfully submitted by:

Kristina M. Slagel, Deputy Clerk 

Attested to by:

Jim Carr, Supervisor




Robin Hawthorne, Clerk

Rutland Charter Township



Rutland Charter Township

