Hastings Charter Township
Barry County

Rutland Charter Township
Carlton Township
City of Hastings

Joint Planning Committee

Draft Meeting Minutes

January 18, 2010
Members Present:  McManus, Lenz, Warren, Carpenter, Jasperse, Medendorp, Redman, Mansfield, Brown, Carr.
Members Absent:  Miner, Haywood, Wiswell.

Ex-Officio Members Present:  Stolsonburg, Byrnes.
Ex-Officio Members Absent:  None.
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Carr.
Carr asked for comment regarding the minutes of the December 21, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee, the draft minutes for the December 8, 2009 and December 16, 2009 meetings of the Rutland Township Planning Commission, the draft agenda of the January 12, 2010 Rutland Township Planning Commission meeting, and the draft minutes of the January 4, 2010 meeting of the Hastings Planning Commission.  No Comment was forwarded.  
Motion by Stolsonburg, second by Redman to approve the minutes of the December 21, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee, and to receive and place on file the draft minutes for the December 8, 2009 and December 16, 2009 meetings of the Rutland Township Planning Commission, the draft agenda of the January 12, 2010 Rutland Township Planning Commission meeting, and the draft minutes of the January 4, 2010 meeting of the Hastings Planning Commission.
Motion carried.

Carr asked for additions or changes to the draft agenda for tonight’s meeting.  No requests for changes to the agenda were forwarded.  Motion by McManus, second by Brown to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting as presented.

Motion carried.    

Carr asked for comment from the public.  No public comment was forwarded.  
Carr asked for updates from those present regarding projects within their respective jurisdictions.  
Warren stated that there were no new projects being considered at this time by the Rutland Township Planning Commission.  Warren stated that the Commission was dealing with minor revisions and updates to the zoning code.
McManus stated that there were no new projects being considered by the Barry County Planning Commission.  McManus stated that the past year was the slowest year for development in Barry County’s history.
Mansfield stated that there were no new projects being considered by the City of Hastings Planning Commission.  Mansfield stated that the City’s Planning Commission was also considering minor revisions to its zoning code.  
Carr asked McManus to comment on the County’s modification of the PIUSA in their Master Plan.   McManus stated that the “committee meeting of the whole” of the Barry County Commission would be meeting on Tuesday at 4:00 p.m. to consider Barry County’s potential revision of the Preliminary Initial Urban Service Area in the County’s Master Plan (and as included and previously modified  in the other JPC participating jurisdiction’s respective master plans).  Mansfield stated that he had been invited by McManus previously to attend the County Board meeting to provide input regarding the potential revision of the PIUSA.  Mansfield suggested that this was a matter that concerned all of the members of the JPC, and that other members of the JPC may wish to attend this meeting to provide their comments.  Carr and Brown stated that they intended to attend the meeting to provide input to the County Commission.    
Carr introduced discussion regarding Rutland Township’s modification of their zoning ordinance to reflect the joint zoning overlay.  Warren stated that the Rutland Township Planning Commission had recently held a public hearing on the recodification of the Township’s Codes, and that the recodification would now be forwarded to the Township Board for their consideration and approval.   Warren stated that once the Township Board had formally approved the recodification, Rutland Township would be able to precede with consideration of the joint zoning overlay ordinances.  
Carr introduced discussion regarding the status of the urban services agreement.  Carr explained that the City and Rutland Township had agreed to again pursue development of an intergovernmental agreement to allow the City to provide municipal services in Rutland Township.  Carr stated that he, Mansfield and Brown would be meeting in the morning to discuss a process to successfully develop such an agreement.  
Carr asked Brown to explain the current status of the JPC Education Committee’s activities.  Brown deferred to Byrnes.  Byrnes stated that the BCEDA was applying for a grant under the “Your Town” program that would fund the creation of a corridor plan for the M-37/43 corridor west of Hastings.  Byrnes stated that the program would focus on “Smart Growth” practices.  Byrnes stated that the BCEDA was also arranging an educational seminar focusing on general land use planning, and the joint planning effort underway in the Carlton/Hastings/Rutland area.  
Carr introduced discussion regarding the development of a website for the JPC.  Redman distributed a variety of potential logos for the Committee’s consideration.  Consensus of the committee was to develop a logo using Barry County as the backdrop, with five linked hands overlaying the County and the various participating jurisdictions names listed below the symbol.  Redman to provide revised logo(s) at the next meeting.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the USEPA Brownfield Site Assessment Grant.  Mansfield explained the documents related to the grant and distributed in the packet of information for tonight’s meeting.  Mansfield stated that the RFPs soliciting proposals for environmental consulting services under the grant had been advertized and issued.  Mansfield stated that proposals were due by January 26th and that the Township Supervisors would get with the City reps and prepare a recommendation for award shortly after the proposals were due.  Mansfield stated that this group could then make a recommendation to the City for award of the contract for services with the consultant, and that the consultant could be “on board” following Council approval at their first meeting in February.  Mansfield stated that the consultant could finalize the “Call for Projects”, and project application form prior to the next meeting of the JPC.  
Jasperse questioned if there should be a cap on the amount of funds available for any single project under the grant.  Mansfield explained that the funds were to be used for site assessment, not mitigation or remediation of environmental contamination, so the project costs should be somewhat limited.   McManus stated that the program requirements stated that a least some minimum number of grants were to be award.  Consensus of the Committee was to cap the individual grant award at an amount equal to the total funds available divided by the minimum number of grants to be awarded, unless otherwise approved by the JPC.  
Carr introduced discussion regarding the list of potential candidates to serve on the new Project Advisory Committee.  Mansfield distributed a revised list of names developed by the Township Supervisors, and a list of additional potential candidates developed by Carpenter.  The remaining open positions on the list were filled with potential candidates suggested by the members of the JPC.  Representatives from the JPC to get in touch with the selected potential candidates and discuss their service on the JPC.  Mansfield and Carr to pen a letter explaining the roles and responsibilities envisioned by the JPC for Advisory Group members, and inviting the potential candidates to serve on the board.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the JPC work tasks identified by the JPC for completion in 2010.  Carr read the list of work tasks, and asked for suggestions regarding additional items of work.  No additional work tasks were presented by the members of the JPC.  

Carr asked Brown to explain the status of the educational “ad-itorials” he was coordinating with the local press.  Brown asked for suggestions for topics for such ad-itorials.  Suggested topics included:

· Joint (multijurisdictional) activities or efforts currently underway   
· Post where the minutes of the JPC meetings can be obtained or reviewed
· Explain and promote the goals and objectives of the JPC

· Report on the first development accommodated under the Joint Plan

· Solicit feedback and ideas from the public about joint planning and the work of the JPC

· Explain the general purpose and function of the JPC

· Explain what brownfield projects are and how to apply for funding under the JPC – USEPA Site Assessment Grant 

· Promote the educational workshops and seminars provided by the JPC

· Provide examples of urban sprawl around the country, and explain the tools the JPC is using to discourage such sprawl

· Emphasize and applaud the cooperative and progressive attitude the JPC has spawned

· Provide “success stories” highlighting local intergovernmental cooperation

· Explain the benefits of planning and working collectively instead of individually 

Carr asked Brown to explain the progress made to date on the Community VIS project.  Brown stated that not much progress had been made recently.  Brown stated that the individual who had previously agreed to work the Community VIS project through the local Conservation Service had unfortunately recently been laid off due to lack of funding.  Brown stated that he and Carr were to meet in the near future to determine how to move this project forward. 
Carr stated that he would provide a report on funding opportunities for the JPC at the February JPC meeting.  

Carr stated that the members of the JPC would find a letter of support for the BCEDA “Your Town” grant application included in the packet of information for tonight’s meeting.  
Mansfield stated that he would supply copies of the JPC By-laws and JPC agreement for the next meeting to allow the JPC members to consider possible changes to the Joint Planning Committee name.  

Carr asked for public comment.  


Jean Gallup stated that the general public was not informed about what the JPC did.   Gallup stated that she supported a name change for the committee, and encouraged the committee to establish a name that was more informative.  
Carr asked for any additional public comment.  No additional public comment was forwarded.  

Carr asked for additional comment from the members of the JPC. 


Brown reported that he had recently met with Bonnie Hildreth of the Barry Community Foundation to discuss the annual local government summit held at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute.  Brown stated that the Summit would be “ramped up” this year, with over 140 local elected and appointed officials to be invited.


Medendorp stated that he was pleased to see the “bumps smoothing out” on interjurisdictional planning and service provision issues.


Redman stated that he believed that changing the name of the Joint Planning Committee to Joint Planning Alliance would convey a better sense of the continuing, ongoing nature of the work conducted by the JPC.

McManus stated that the County Planning Commission would likely hold a public hearing in March related to planning efforts in Nashville.  McManus reported that progress was being made on joint planning efforts and zoning efforts for the Gun Lake and Gull Lake areas.


Stolsonburg reported that he was pleased to be appointed to the JPC, and looked forward to working with the JPC members.  


Carpenter stated that the County and Township were close to closing on the loan for the Leach and Middle Lakes’ sewer project, and that he appreciated the efforts of the JPC in moving this project forward.  


Mansfield stated that he had been invited by McManus on behalf of the County Commission to attend a “committee of the whole” meeting on January 19, 2010 to answer questions related to the County’s amendment of the PIUSA in their Master Plan.   Mansfield stated that he planned to attend, but indicated that this was even more of an area of concern for Rutland Township, and encouraged all of the members of the JPC to attend on the JPC’s behalf.

 
Lenz wished those present a happy new year.  
Motion by Redman, second by Jasperse to adjourn at 7:07 p.m.

Motion carried.

Submitted by:

Jeff Mansfield

Secretary 
Hastings Charter Township
Barry County

Rutland Charter Township
Carlton Township
City of Hastings

Joint Planning Committee

Draft Meeting Minutes

February 15, 2010
Members Present:  McManus, Miner, Warren, Carpenter, Jasperse, Medendorp, Haywood, Mansfield, Brown, Carr.

Members Absent:  Lenz, Redman, Wiswell.

Ex-Officio Members Present:  Stolsonburg, Byrnes.

Ex-Officio Members Absent:  None.

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Chairman Carr.

Carr asked for comment regarding the minutes of the January 18, 2010 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee, the draft minutes for the January 12, 2010 and January 20, 2010 meetings of the Rutland Township Planning Commission, the draft agenda of the February 9, 2010 Rutland Township Planning Commission meeting, and the draft minutes of the February 1, 2010 meeting of the Hastings Planning Commission.  No Comment was forwarded.  

Motion by Jasperse, second by McManus to approve the minutes of the January 18, 2010 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee as presented, and to receive and place on file the draft minutes for the January 12, 2010 and January 20, 2010 meetings of the Rutland Township Planning Commission, the draft agenda of the February 9, 2010 Rutland Township Planning Commission meeting, and the draft minutes of the February 1, 2010 meeting of the Hastings Planning Commission. 

Motion carried.

Carr asked for additions or changes to the draft agenda for tonight’s meeting.  No requests for changes to the agenda were forwarded.  Motion by Stolsonburg, second by Medendorp to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting as presented.

Motion carried.    

Carr asked for comment from the public.  No public comment was forwarded.  

Carr asked for updates from those present regarding projects within their respective jurisdictions.  

Warren stated that the Rutland Township Planning Commission did not currently have any site plans under review, and that the Commission was working on possible minor amendments to the Township’s zoning code.  Warren stated that the Township was currently considering modifications to their sign ordinance, and specifically that portion of the code controlling the use of LED lighting in signs.  

McManus reported that the Barry County Board of Commissioners had recently passed the amendment to the Preliminary Initial Urban Services Area in the Hasting Area Joint Land Use Plan (Plan) to include the site of the proposed hospital at the intersection of M-37 / M-43.  McManus stated that the County’s approval of the revised PIUSA was the last jurisdictional approval necessary to change the Plan as requested by the JPC.  McManus stated that he was now preparing the amended Plan documents for distribution to the jurisdictions participating on the JPC, and would be distributing these documents in the near future.  

Carr reported that Rutland Township had now formally adopted their recodified version of their Code of Ordinances.  Carr stated that the recodified version of the Township’s Code was available on line.  Carr stated that the Planning Commission would now begin consideration of the changes necessary to implement the joint zoning overlay as recommended by the JPC.  Carr stated that those present were welcome to attend the next Planning Commission scheduled for the evening of Wednesday, February 17th to hear a presentation by experts from the LED sign industry.  

Mansfield stated that the City’s Planning Commission did not currently have any site plans under consideration.  Mansfield stated that the City was currently considering possible minor changes and improvements to their Code.  Mansfield stated that the City was reviewing possible zoning changes as recommended in the City’s Comprehensive Community Plan (Master Plan).  

Carr introduced discussion related to a planned joint training session for local government officials.  Carr stated that it was apparent that there was a lot of misunderstanding and misinformation in the community related to the work of the JPC, joint land use planning in general and intergovernmental service provision.  Carr stated that he, Brown, Carpenter, Mansfield and Hart were arranging a training session to address this misunderstanding and misinformation.  Carr stated that the session would be led by a neutral facilitator with expertise in land use planning and intergovernmental services arrangements.  Carr stated that the Township Supervisors and City Manager had a conference call scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, February 16th with a possible facilitator.  Carr stated that the training session would be scheduled for the near future, and that representatives from the various elected boards and planning commissions would be invited to attend.  

Carr introduced discussion related to educational efforts underway on behalf of the JPC.  Byrnes stated that the Economic Development Alliance was moving forward with the development of an educational workshop for land use planning and intergovernmental relationships.  Byrnes stated that a recent survey of Chamber members prepared by the Government Issues Committee of the Chamber indicated that positive intergovernmental relationships were of a very high concern to the Chamber members.  Byrnes stated that the Chamber members appeared to be particularly interested in business friendly practices by local units of government.   Byrnes stated that because of this, the Government Issues Committee had invited Wayne Beyea of MSU Extension to lead a discussion regarding this matter at the next meeting of the Government Issues Committee at 1:00 p.m. on March 11th in the Hastings Public Library Community Room.  Byrnes stated that the members of the JPC were welcome to attend this meeting.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the JPC Website and development of a logo for the JPC by the website committee.  Carr stated that since Redman was not present, there was no report from the JPC website committee at this time. 

Carr introduced discussion regarding the USEPA Brownfield Site Assessment Grant.  Mansfield introduced Jeff Edwards of SME.  Mansfield explained that the City had issued RFP/RFQs for consultant services for site assessment work to be performed under the grant.  Mansfield stated that the City had received five proposals for the provision of such work, and that all five proposals were from firms well qualified to perform the work.  Mansfield stated that SME had submitted a very competitive proposal, and that the City staff working with Carr, Carpenter, Brown and McManus had recommend award of the contract for the work to SME.  Mansfield stated that the City Council would be considering this recommendation for award of the contract at their next meeting on Monday, February 22nd.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the list of proposed members for the JPC Project Advisory Group.  Carr read the list of proposed members.  Brown indicated that Jim DeYoung had agreed to serve on the Group, and added DeYoung as a representative from the general public.  The Township Supervisors were asked to contact the individuals to be asked to serve as representatives from their jurisdictions prior to the next meeting, and a letter will then be sent inviting the candidates to serve on the Project Advisory Group.  Mansfield asked that the jurisdictions obtain the traditional mail addresses and e-mail addresses for those candidates agreeing to serve on the Project Advisory Group.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the list of work tasks to be accomplished by the JPC in 2010.  Carr read the existing tasks on the list, and commented on the status of each task.  Jasperse suggested that a list of recipients for the USEPA Brownfield Environmental Site Assessment Grant project solicitation (call for projects) be developed.  Carr asked for additional suggestions from JPC members for additional tasks to be added to the list.  No suggestions for additional tasks were forwarded.  

Carr asked Brown to provide an update on the proposed educational “ad-itorial Brown was to prepare for distribution to the local media.  Brown distributed copies of a draft ad-itorial to those present, and asked for comments.  McManus offered several suggestions for revisions to the wording in the document.  Consensus of the alliance was to generically refer to the Joint Planning Committee as a planning alliance in the document.  Jasperse stated that he believed that the name of the Joint Planning Committee should be changed to the Joint Planning Alliance.  Carr stated that this matter would be considered later in the meeting.  Brown to work with Mansfield and Hart to prepare final language for the ad-itorial, and distribute it to the local media as soon as possible.  Byrnes suggested that the ad-itorial be presented to the media as a news release.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the Community VIS program.  Brown reported that little progress had been made on this program during the last several months.  Brown suggested that each of the units of government participating on the JPC could contribute $100 toward the Community VIS program, and that these funds could be used to hire an individual to begin data input into the program.  McManus stated that it was unlikely that Barry County would make such a contribution due to their current financial situation.  Mansfield explained the Community VIS program, and expressed strong concern regarding the input of all the necessary and appropriate data, and the ongoing maintenance and updating of that data.  Mansfield stated that he had been a strong proponent of the Community VIS program initially, but he feared that the reduced level of effort proposed by Brown would lead to inadequate data input and management, and inappropriate and improper use of the program.   McManus stated that he too saw potential value in the program, but that he believed that the level of ongoing data management and effort necessary to make the program perform properly could not be supported in today’s economic climate.  Consensus of the JPC was not to fund efforts to implement the Community VIS program at this time.  Carr to investigate the status of the use of the Community VIS program in Blackman (Jackson area) and Meridian (Lansing area) Townships and report back at the next meeting.  

Carr stated that there was no report at this month’s meeting regarding funding for JPC activities.

Carr introduced consideration of a change in the name of the Joint Planning Committee to the Joint Planning Alliance.  Motion by Jasperse, second by Brown to change the name of the Joint Planning Committee to the Joint Planning Alliance, with Mansfield to prepare the necessary documents to implement the name change using of the simplest and most efficient method available under the law.  

In favor:  McManus, Miner, Warren, Carpenter, Jasperse, Medendorp, Haywood, Mansfield, Brown, Carr.

Opposed:  None.

Absent:  Lenz, Redman, Wiswell.

Motion carried.

Carr asked for public comment.  No public comment was forwarded.

Carr asked for additional comment from the members of the JPC. 


McManus reported that the Village of Nashville would be holding a public hearing next week to solicit comment regarding the dissolution of the existing planning and zoning departments.  McManus stated that if the Township elected to proceed with the dissolution of the local planning and zoning efforts, the responsibility for planning and zoning would be shifted to Barry County.  McManus stated that Barry County would consider planning and zoning for the Village after the Village had made a final decision regarding continuing to provide these services locally.  


Mansfield stated that he wished to make the Townships aware that the City Council intended to allow the local residential waste haulers to transfer the recyclable material containers on East State Street to the site of the Hastings Landfill on North Broadway.  Mansfield explained the problems the City and the haulers were having at the existing site.  Mansfield stated that the City’s franchise requirements for residential garbage haulers required the haulers to provide a recyclable materials drop off site at no cost to its customers.  Mansfield stated that Waste Management had requested to transfer the recyclable materials drop off site to the landfill, and not charge City residents for the use of this service.  Mansfield stated that non-residents would be charged a fee to dispose of recyclable materials at the drop off site.  


Haywood invited those present to attend the Rutland Township Planning Commission meeting on February 17th to listen to a presentation regarding LED lighting in signage.  Haywood stated that it would be beneficial if similar requirements related to signage were incorporated into the signage ordinances for all of the JPC participating communities.  


Medendorp stated that he appreciated the articles in the newspaper related to the Carlton/Hastings Townships Sewer System.  Medendorp stated that the articles provided very positive PR for the JPC, and accurately depicted the positive working relationship between the City and the Townships.  

Carr asked for additional comments from the members of the JPC.  No additional comments were forwarded.

Motion by McManus, second by Stolsonburg to adjourn at 7:30 p.m.

Motion carried.

Submitted by:

Jeff Mansfield

Secretary 
Hastings Charter Township Barry County Rutland Charter Township Carlton Township City of Hastings 

Joint Planning Committee 

Draft Meeting Minutes 
March 15, 2010
Members Present: Miner, Warren, Carpenter, Jasperse, Medendorp, Haywood, Mansfield, Brown, Lenz, Redman, Carr. 

Members Absent: McManus, Wiswell. 

Ex-Officio Members Present: Stolsonburg, Byrnes. 

Ex-Officio Members Absent: None. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Carr. 

Carr asked for comment regarding the minutes of the February 15, 2010 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee, the draft agenda of the January 17, 2010 Rutland Township Planning Commission meeting and the draft minutes of the March 1, 2010 meeting of the Hastings Planning Commission. No Comment was forwarded. 

Motion by Stolsonburg, second by Redman to approve the minutes of the February 15, 2010 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee as presented, and to receive and place on file the draft agenda of the January 17, 2010 Rutland Township Planning Commission meeting and the draft minutes of the March 1, 2010 meeting of the Hastings Planning Commission. 

Motion carried. 

Carr asked for additions or changes to the draft agenda for tonight’s meeting. Carr stated that he would discuss the correspondence from the County’s attorney distributed at tonight’s meeting under public comment. No requests for changes to the agenda were forwarded. Motion by Warren, second by Stolsonburg to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting as presented. 

Motion carried. 

Carr asked for comment from the public. No public comment was forwarded. 

Carr stated that the McManus had provided the letter from Mark Van Allsburg of Mika Meyers Becket & Jones to McManus dated March 5, 2010 to him (Carr) for distribution at tonight’s meeting. Carr stated that McManus wished to have the letter distributed at tonight’s meeting for information only, and that he would like the JPC to discuss the letter at their April meeting. Carr stated that McManus would arrange to have Van Allsburg present at the JPC’s April meeting if desired by the JPC. Carr asked the JPC members to let Mansfield know if they wished to have Van Allsburg present at the April meeting, so that Mansfield could add a presentation from Van Allsburg to the April JPC meeting agenda. 

Carr asked for additional comment from the public. No additional comment was forwarded. 

Carr asked for updates from those present regarding projects within their respective jurisdictions. 

Carr stated that McManus indicated that Barry County did not have any issues to bring before the JPC other than the letter distributed previously at tonight’s meeting. 

Mansfield stated that the City had very little development activity in process at this time. Jasperse stated that the City did have a redevelopment project underway for the Hastings Press building. Mansfield stated that this project was funded in part by a grant through the MEDC, and in part with private funds. Mansfield reported that the project was going well. 

Stolsonburg stated that the County had taken steps to make bond funding through the ARRA program available for local municipalities and private sector enterprises. Byrnes explained the ARRA bond program and the amount of funds available under the private and public programs. Byrnes stated that a commitment for the funding had to be in place prior to December 31, 2010 under the current program, and the short timeline was difficult to meet for many projects and developers. 

Haywood stated that the Rutland Township Planning Commission had considered a request at their last meeting to modify their code to allow electronic (LED) signs. Haywood reported that the Planning Commission had determined that there was not a broad need or desire to allow such signs at this time, and therefore the Planning Commission did not elect to modify the Township’s code at this time to allow such signage. Haywood stated that the Planning Commission may reconsider this request in the future if additional interest in such a modification came to light. Haywood stated that the Rutland Township Planning Commission would be considering rezoning of land currently zoned for low density residential to higher density residential at their next meeting. Haywood stated that the land was near other higher residentially zoned land. 

Carr stated that the letter from Van Allsburg distributed earlier at tonight’s meeting constituted the report from Barry County regarding the status of the County’s review of the Joint Land Use Plan Amendment. 

Carr asked Warren for a report regarding the status of the code amendments in Rutland Township related to the Joint Zoning Overlay. Warren stated that the Township was in the process of amending its code to include the changes recommended by the JPC for compliance with the Joint Zoning Overlay. Warren stated that the Township would also be considering amendment of its Master Plan based on the amendments that McManus was preparing for all of the participating units of government in the JPC (to reflect the recent amendments of the Master Plan to change the boundaries of the PIUSA). 

Carr introduced discussion related to a planned joint training session for local government officials regarding intergovernmental agreements. Mansfield stated that he, Hart, Brown and Carr had had several discussions with Mr. Gerry Fisher of Cooley Law School regarding Fisher’s possible role as an educator / facilitator for this effort. Mansfield stated that Fisher had come highly recommended by Mark Wykoff of MSUE. Mansfield stated that he had hoped to have a proposal from Fisher and a process outline ready for review at tonight’s meeting, but that he had not received the proposal yet. Mansfield stated that the proposal would be forwarded to the JPC at the earliest opportunity. 

Brown stated that there was no report from the JPC Education Committee. 

Redman distributed a draft logo for the JPC and asked for comments. Consensus of the JPC was that the logo was very well done and suitable for the Committee’s use, but that the logo should use the label Joint Planning Alliance, not Joint Planning Committee. Motion by Jasperse, second by Warren to accept the logo after modification of the label to Joint Planning Alliance. 

In favor: Miner, Warren, Carpenter, Jasperse, Medendorp, Haywood, Mansfield, 

Brown, Lenz, Redman, Carr. Opposed: None. Absent: Wiswell, McManus. 

Motion carried. 

Carr asked for comment regarding the USEPA Brownfield Grant Call for Projects and Funding Application Form. Carr stated that the Brownfield subcommittee was considering several minor changes to the Application Form to ensure that necessary information was supplied by applicants. No other comment was forwarded. 

Byrnes suggested that the JPC draft a letter to be sent to potential applicants soliciting applications for funding under the Brownfield Grant. Byrnes stated that she would work with Hart to draft such a letter. Consensus of the JPC was to have Byrnes and Hart draft such a letter and send it to potential applicants. 

Haywood suggested that an ultralight aircraft manufacturer intended to lease a site at the Hastings City / Barry County Airport, and may be interested in applying for a grant under the Brownfield program. 

Carr introduced discussion regarding the latest draft list of candidates to serve on the JPC Project Advisory Group. Carpenter indicated that Don Alexander was not able to serve on the Group. Consensus of the JPC was to move Dave Solmes into the position previously potentially occupied by Alexander. Mansfield asked that the Supervisors provide contact information including e-mail and mailing addresses for the candidates on the latest list so that the draft letter inviting them to serve on the Project Advisory Group could be sent out. Mansfield stated that as soon as he had this information for all of the members, the invitation would be sent out on Carr’s behalf. 

Carr introduced discussion regarding the Addendum to the JPC Agreement to change the name of the JPC to the Joint Planning Alliance. Motion by Redman, second by Brown to forward the Addendum to the units of government participating on the JPC for their approval following final review and approval (for form) of the Addendum by the City Attorney. 

In favor: Miner, Warren, Carpenter, Jasperse, Medendorp, Haywood, Mansfield, 

Brown, Lenz, Redman, Carr. Opposed: None. Absent: Wiswell, McManus. 

Motion carried. 

Mansfield suggested that the Project Advisory Group be invited to attend a meeting of the JPC in the very near future for an explanation of the status of the Joint Land Use Plan and the efforts underway by the JPC. Mansfield suggested that this could be done at the May JPC meeting. Byrnes suggested that the joint JPC / Project Advisory Group meeting could be moved ahead to April if the final group was established quickly enough. Consensus of the JPC was to attempt to hold the joint meeting in April if possible. 

Carr read the list of work tasks to be completed by the JPC in 2010 and asked for any additions to the list. No additions were forwarded. 

Byrnes suggested that a general informational and promotional brochure be developed regarding the JPC. Consensus of the JPC was to develop such a promotional brochure. Byrnes to work with Hart and Mansfield on the development of such a brochure. 

Redman reported that the he, Byrnes and McManus continued to work on the development of a website for the JPC. Redman stated that Barry County had agreed to develop the website on the JPC’s behalf. Redman stated that the approved logo would now be forwarded to the County for inclusion on the website. Redman stated that development of the website was moving forward. 

Carr introduced discussion regarding an “ad-itorial” developed by Brown. Brown distributed the latest version of his “ad-itorial”. Brown stated that this latest version would be submitted to Fred Jacobs as a new item in the very near future. Brown delivered a copy to Jean Gallup of WBCH at the meeting. Consensus of the JPC was that Brown’s ad-itorial was very well done. 

Carr stated that he had not yet had an opportunity to visit Blackman and Meridian Townships to discuss their current use of the Community VIS program. Carr stated that he was working with Kim Walton to provide the information necessary for her to consider working on the program for the JPC and Barry County. Carr stated that Walton was currently exploring training related to the use of the program. 

Carr stated that there was no report regarding funding opportunities for the JPC. 

Carr asked for public comment. 

Jim Wincek of Pennock Hospital stated that he was present at tonight’s meeting officially on behalf of Pennock Hospital. Wincek expressed his and the Hospital’s appreciation for the JPC role in the recent amendments to the Joint Land Use Plan to extend the PIUSA to include the proposed site of the new hospital. Wincek stated that the members of the JPC served and important role, and were not often thanked for their many hours of hard and important work. Wincek stated that he was present to thank them for their work. 

Carr asked for additional public comment. No public comment was forwarded. 

Carr asked for additional comment from the members of the JPC. 

Warren stated that she would not be present at the April meeting of the JPC. 

Carpenter stated that the construction work on the Leach / Middle Lakes sewer system had begun. Carpenter stated that the force main from Willets Road to the City Limits was nearly complete at this time. Carpenter stated that the contractors would now be working on placing forcemains to the lake areas. Carpenter stated that the Township hoped to begin connecting homes to the system in May. 

Byrnes reported that the Barry County Health Care Summit would be held on April 25th at the Pierce Cedar Creek Institute. Byrnes stated that additional information would be forthcoming. 

Carr reported that he and Carpenter would be attending a meeting of the Algonquin Lake Executive Committee to discuss possible sewer service to the Lake. 

Carr asked for additional comments from the members of the JPC. No additional comments were forwarded. 

Motion by Redman, second by Medendorp to adjourn at 6:58 p.m. Motion carried. 

Submitted by: 

Jeff Mansfield, Secretary

Hastings Charter Township Barry County Rutland Charter Township Carlton Township City of Hastings 

Joint Planning Committee 
Draft Meeting Minutes 
April 19, 2010 
Members Present: Miner, McManus, Carpenter, Jasperse, Medendorp, Haywood,
Mansfield, Brown, Redman, Carr.
Members Absent: Lenz, Warren, Wiswell.
Ex-Officio Members Present: Stolsonburg, Byrnes.
Ex-Officio Members Absent: None.


The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Chairman Carr.
Carr asked for comment regarding the minutes of the March 15, 2010 meeting of the
Joint Planning Committee. No Comment was forwarded.


Motion by Redman, second by Brown to approve the minutes of the March 15, 2010 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee as presented. 

Motion carried. Motion by Jasperse, second by McManus to receive and place on file the draft agenda for the March 17, 2010 Rutland Township Planning Commission meeting and the draft minutes of the February 17, 2010 meeting of the Rutland Township Planning Commission. 

Motion carried. Carr asked for additions or changes to the draft agenda for tonight’s meeting. No requests for changes to the agenda were forwarded. Motion by Redman, second by Medendorp to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting as presented. 

Motion carried. 

Carr asked for comment from the public. No public comment was forwarded. 

Carr asked for updates from those present regarding projects within their respective jurisdictions. Carr, McManus, Haywood, Mansfield and Jasperse stated that there was no new activity to report in any of their respective jurisdictions. 

Carr introduced discussion regarding the request from Mark Van Alsburg on behalf of Barry County for additional information related to the Joint Master Land Use Plan as contained in his correspondence to Jim McManus dated March 5, 2010. Carr stated that a memorandum had been prepared in response to Mr. Van Alsburg’s correspondence and that the memorandum was included in the packet of information for tonight’s meeting. Carr asked for any suggestions for modifications to the memorandum from the members of the JPC. No suggestions for changes were forwarded. Jasperse suggested that the memo be forwarded to the Barry County Commission for their review. Carr questioned whether Stolsonburg had any comments or questions related to the memo. Stolsonburg suggested that the memo be forwarded to the Barry County Commission. Carr asked that the Barry County Commission forward any questions or comments related to the memo to the JPC. 

Motion by Jasperse, second by Redman to forward the memo prepared in response to the letter from Mark Van Alsburg dated March 5, 2010 to the Barry County Commission. 

In favor: Miner, McManus, Carpenter, Jasperse, Medendorp, Haywood, Mansfield, 

Brown, Redman, Carr. Opposed: None. Absent: Lenz, Warren, Wiswell. 

Motion carried. 

Carr introduced discussion regarding the Rutland Township ordinance to implement the joint zoning overlay standards as referenced in the Joint Master Land Use Plan. Carr stated that the Township’s recent general recodification process was now complete. Haywood stated that the Township Planning Commission continued to work on the final version of the joint zoning overlay ordinance. 

Carr introduced discussion regarding a proposal from Gerry Fisher for facilitations services related to the preparation of an intergovernmental agreement for urban services. Carr explained the proposal and asked for comment from the members of JPC. Jasperse questioned how the work would be paid for. Mansfield stated that the JPC had limited funds available in the account maintained at the City for consultant services. Mansfield explained that these funds were being held on behalf of Rutland Charter Township, Hastings Charter Township and the City of Hastings. Mansfield explained that Barry County and Carlton Township did not have reserve funds in the account. Carr asked if Barry County and Carlton Township would participate in funding for the facilitation services. McManus, Stolsonburg and Carpenter stated that they would approach their respective boards and request such funding, but that they could not commit to the funding at this time (pending their boards’ consideration of such a request). 

Motion by Jasperse, second by Brown to move forward with the proposal from Gerry Fisher for facilitation services including Steps 1 through 5 in his proposal dated March 2010, and to request that Barry County and Carlton Township share the cost of such services equally with the other jurisdictions participating on the JPC. 

In favor: Miner, McManus, Carpenter, Jasperse, Medendorp, Haywood, Mansfield, 

Brown, Redman, Carr. Opposed: None. Absent: Lenz, Warren, Wiswell. 

Motion carried. 

Carr asked for a report from the JPC Education Subcommittee. Brown stated that there was no report at this time from the JPC Education Subcommittee. 

Carr asked for a report from the JPC Website and Logo Subcommittee. Redman presented the latest version of the draft logo. McManus suggested that the word Charter be added to the titles for Rutland and Hastings Townships. Carr asked that Rutland Charter Township’s name be moved to the top of the logo. Redman asked if contact information for the Township Supervisors and City Manager should be included on the website. Consensus was to include this information. McManus reported that Barry County had recently experienced problems with a computer virus, but that the virus was now removed and progress would be made on the website. 

Carr asked for a report from the USEPA Brownfield Site Assessment Grant Subcommittee. Mansfield distributed a report prepared by SME dated March through April, 2010. Mansfield stated that the subcommittee had recently received a request for funding for an assessment for a property that may be offered for speculative future sale. Mansfield questioned how the JPC would like to handle such requests for funding, since the JPC may receive many such requests for funding in the future. Mansfield stated that the Felpausch site was similar in nature and had recently been funded. Carr stated that sites that were on the County’s list of recognized brownfields could be considered eligible for funding, along with sites where a sale or redevelopment was imminent. Jasperse suggested that the JPC check with SME to determine how sites without a pending sale or proposed redevelopment project were handled in other communities. 

Motion by Mansfield, second by McManus to consider sites for funding under the USEPA Brownfield Site Assessment Grant program subject to the following conditions: 

1. 1. Sites that where a legitimate offer for sale is pending, have an active and legitimate redevelopment project proposed, or are being refinanced will be eligible for site assessments to be performed under the grant. 

2. 2. Sites that are on the County’s list of known or highly suspected contaminated site (brownfields) will be eligible for site assessments under the grant. 

3. 3. Sites that are simply speculatively being offered for sale and are not on the County’s list of brownfields can apply for assessments to be paid for with funds from the grant, but the assessments will only be eligible for contingent approval for assessments under the grant. Actual funding for the assessments will be approved in the future if a legitimate offer for purchase is received and subject to funds remaining available under the grant program. 

Mansfield to contact SME to determine how such matters are treated in other communities, and how these proposed conditions work with the requirements contained in the grant. 

In favor: Miner, McManus, Carpenter, Jasperse, Medendorp, Haywood, Mansfield, 

Brown, Redman, Carr. Opposed: None. Absent: Lenz, Warren, Wiswell. 

Motion carried. 

Carr introduced discussion regarding the involvement of the rejuvenated JPC Advisory Group in JPC matters. Carr stated that the JPC Advisory Group members would be invited to attend the May meeting of the JPC. Carr stated that to his knowledge, the street and e-mail addresses of all of the advisory group members were now on file. Carr stated that he would send out an invitation to the Advisory Group members to attend the May JPC meeting within the next few weeks. 

Carr introduced discussion regarding Addendum No. 1 to the Joint Planning Agreement to change the name of the JPC to the Joint Planning Alliance. Carr stated that a copy of the addendum was included in the packet of information for tonight’s meeting. Carpenter reported that the Carlton Township Board had already approved the Addendum. 

Motion by Brown, second by Carr to submit Addendum No. 1 to the Joint Planning Agreement to the jurisdictions participating on the JPC for their review and approval. 

In favor: Miner, McManus, Carpenter, Jasperse, Medendorp, Haywood, Mansfield, 

Brown, Redman, Carr. Opposed: None. Absent: Lenz, Warren, Wiswell. 

Motion carried. 

Carr introduced discussion regarding the list of work tasks to be achieved by the JPC during 2010. Carr asked for suggested changes or additions to the list. No changes or additions were forwarded. 

Carr introduced discussion regarding the “ad-itorial” being prepared by Brown. Carr stated that he would contact J-Ad in the morning to arrange to have the previously prepared ad-itorial placed in the Reminder. 

Carr stated that he had contacted Blackman Township, Alpine Township, and Meridian Township to determine the status of their use of the Community VIS program. Carr reported that none of these jurisdictions was now using Community VIS. Carr stated that he and the Rutland Township Zoning Administrator were currently searching for other communities that may be using Community VIS. 

Carr reported that he and the Rutland Township Zoning Administrator were currently seeking grants or other sources of funding for use by the JPC. 

Carr asked for comments from the public. 

Keith Ferris stated that May 1, 2010 was Charlton Park Day, and that entry to the Park would be free for all Barry County residents. Ferris invited those present to attend Charlton Park Day. Ferris asked that those present vote in favor of the millage renewal proposal for Charlton Park. 

Carr asked for additional public comment. No public comment was forwarded. 

Carr asked for additional comment from the members of the JPC. 

Brown asked for suggestions regarding a headline for the “ad-itorial”. 

Redman suggested that the date, time and location of the JPC meetings be included in the ad-itorial. 

Carpenter reported that Carlton Township was considering renewal of a weed control program for Middle Lake. Carpenter stated that the Michigan Townships Association magazine had published an article on the Leach / Middle Lakes sewer system. Carpenter stated that he was assisting Carr, Rutland Township and the Algonquin Lake Association with consideration of a possible sewer system for Algonquin Lake. 

Carr asked for additional comments from the members of the JPC. No additional comments were forwarded. 

Motion by Mansfield, second by Redman to adjourn at 7:00 p.m. 

Motion carried. 

Submitted by: 

Jeff Mansfield Secretary 

