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RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP / CITY OF HASTINGS
JOINT PLANNING COMMISSION
DRAFT August 16, 2017 Meeting Minutes
Members present: Hawthorne, Haight, Graham, Jarvis, Wilt, Hatfield.
Members absent: None.
Others present: Mansfield, Carr, Watson, Hays, Raymond, Harvey.
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Chairperson Hatfield.
Hatfield led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
Hatfield asked for comments or questions related to the minutes for the May 17, 2017 meeting of the
Joint Planning Commission, and the minutes of the May 19, 2017 meeting of the Joint Planning
Alliance. No comments were forwarded.
Motion by Jarvis, second by Graham to approve the minutes of the May 17, 2017 meeting of the Joint
Planning Commission and to receive and place on file the minutes of the May 19, 2017 meeting of the
Joint Planning Alliance.
In favor: Hawthorne, Haight, Graham, Jarvis, Wilt, Hatfield.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Motion carried.
Hatfield introduced discussion regarding the agenda for tonight's meeting and asked for amendments
or additions. No comments were forwarded.
Motion by Wilt, second by Haight to approve the agenda for tonight's meeting as submitted.
In favor: Hawthorne, Haight, Graham, Wilt, Jarvis, Hatfield.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Motion carried.
Hatfield noted that there were no public hearings scheduled for tonight's meeting.

l

Hatfield asked that Carr present a report as the Zoning Administrator for the JPC. Carr stated that
Rutland Township had issued a sign permit recently and charged a related fee to a property owner in
the JPC Zoning District. Carr stated that that they then discovered that the permit had been issued
and the fee charged in error. Carr stated that the permit was corrected and the fee refunded. Carr
stated that this matter would be explained in more detail later in the meeting.
Carr reported that Rutland Township was considering an ordinance applying to solar energy farms.
Carr stated that this use was not addressed in the current zoning ordinance.
Mansfield introduced Rebecca Harvey of McKenna Associates. Mansfield explained that McKenna
had recently been retained by the City to provide general planning consulting services.
Hatfield asked for a status report regarding the third Urban Services and Economic Development
Agreement. Hawthorne reported that the required easement agreement with Consumers Energy had
been secured. Hawthorne explained that the third USEDA would be withdrawn from escrow as soon
as the Hastings Fiberglass facility was connected to the utility extensions currently under construction.
Hatfield asked for a report on the status of the infrastructure being constructed to serve the Hastings
Fiberglass facility. Watson noted that the contractor had experienced difficulty securing the necessary
permits and getting the required approvals in place. Watson stated that these matters were getting
straightened out and that the contractor was making good progress.
Hatfield asked for an update on the reimbursement agreement between the Township and Hastings
Fiberglass Products. Hawthorne reported that the Township had received the deposit required under
the agreement, and would be disbursing funds as the project progressed. Watson explained that HFP
would be reimbursed for a portion of the cost of the installation of the watermain as new connections
occurred in the future.
Hatfield asked for a report on the IFT application submitted by HFP. Hawthorne explained that the
I FT application was currently being processed by the Township. Hawthorne stated that the IFT would
be for a 12 year period. Hawthorne explained that the IFT would transfer to the City when the HFP
property was transferred to the City under the terms of the USEDA.
Hatfield asked for a report regarding the non-motorized trail and sidewalk improvements along the
former RR grade, Cook Road, and M-37/M-43 west of Industrial Park Drive. Hays reported that this
project had been suspended earlier this summer as the parties sought funding for the work. Hays
reported that the City would be working with Prein & Newhof later this year on an application for grant
funding to be submitted in April. Hays stated that the City was also seeking funding from private
sources.

Hays stated that he expected to receive the permit from MDEQ for construction of a pedestrian bridge
over the creek between the Holiday Inn and the Dollar Store within the next week or so. Hays stated
that once this MDEQ permit had been secured, he would apply for a permit from MOOT for the
sidewalks along State Street to be constructed in the MOOT ROW. Hays stated that once this permit
was secured, the costs for the project would be updated and the revised SAD would be reviewed.
Hays stated that Tyler Guernsey still planned to construct sidewalk at the Dairy Queen site on his own
once all of the permits had been secured.
Hatfield asked Mansfield to report on the status of the City's retention of a planning consultant.
Mansfield stated that the City Council had agreed on Monday night to retain McKenna Associates as
the City's planning consultant. Mansfield stated that the JPC may also wish to retain McKenna.
Hatfield explained the process the City had used for selection of a planning consultant. Carr noted
that he had worked with Harvey previously.
Hatfield asked Mansfield to provide a report on the City's update of its Master Plan. Mansfield stated
that there was little to report at this time. Mansfield stated that the City Planning Commission was
waiting until a consultant had been selected and maintained before moving ahead with the Master
Plan update. Mansfield stated that the City would begin working on the update very soon, and that
the City would include references to the role and work of the JPC in that update. Hawthorne
questioned if the Joint Future Land Use Plan should also be referenced in that Master Plan update.
Consensus of those present was to do so.
Hatfield asked Carr to report on the administrative processes and activities within the JPC Zoning
District. Carr and Hawthorne explained the questions and concerns they had applying to various fees,
applications, handing of funds and other administrative concerns. Mansfield explained that the City
staff intended to propose revisions to the City's fee schedule to better reflect the cost of providing
certain services. Consensus was to have the administrative officials from the City and the Township
work together to develop means to address Carr's and Hawthorne's concerns, and to bring those
proposed changes back to the JPC as appropriate.
Hatfield asked for public comment. No comment was forwarded.
Hatfield asked for comments from the members of the JPC.
Jarvis asked if FHI's Corporate Headquarters was connected to public sewer. Hawthorne
stated that it was.
Hatfield asked for any additional comments from the members of the JPC. No additional comments
were forwarded.
Motion by Graham, second by Jarvis to adjourn the meeting at 6:07 p.m.

In favor: Hawthorne, Wilt, Haight, Graham, Jarvis, Hatfield.
Opposed: None.
Absent: None.
Motion carried.
Submitted by:
Jeff Mansfield
Administrative Secretary

