
Approved 2/10/2010

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - JANUARY 13, 2010
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Greenfield, Lee, Carr, Bellmore, Hawthorne, Hanshaw
Members Absent:  None
Also Present:  Bannon Backhus, John Viana, Pat Sharpe, Ruth Hill, Matt Spencer, Judy Milan
Agenda:  Motion by Greenfield, second by Flint to approve the agenda as presented.  
Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  Matt Spencer asks if the township is actively seeking grant money.  Carr responds that the township's engineering firm has been asked to keep the township apprised of grant availability.  Mr. Spencer states that his business has been affected by a change in state law and he was required to install a $3,000 holding tank for his floor drain.  Carr states that he is trying several avenues to obtain sewer/water service for the business area and lakes, and reviews the procedures for establishing a special assessment district.   Hanshaw inquires about the court order establishing a sewer district and Hawthorne explains this order only requires that the city take the septage.  It does not require the city to install or pay for extensions of city sewer.
Mr. Spencer urges the township find a way to get the pipe in the ground.  Pat Sharpe suggests the business owners get together and meet with the township and engineers.  Carr will contact the township's engineering firm

Ruth Hill presents information on the Library Board and Friends of the Library.  She thanks the township for their support, and notes that a letter has been sent to previous donors requesting additional donations to cover funds lost due to state budget cuts.
Open Comments:  Pat Sharpe reports on preparations for Algonquin Lake fireworks.
Consent Agenda:  Motion by Flint, second by Hawthorne to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Supervisor:   Discussion of a request from Prairieville Township.  
Motion by Lee, second by Bellmore to take no action on the request by Prairieville Township to support a state-wide ban on phosphorous fertilizer.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Carr reviews a letter to the city regarding sewer.

Clerk:  Hawthorne states a grant was received to construct an ADA compliant sidewalk and ramp and bids are being sought.  She presents the Road Commission meeting update to board members.  Pat Sharpe inquires about the precinct split timeframe and Hawthorne responds.  
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      January 13, 2010
Treasurer:  Nothing to report
Trustees:  Lee inquires about a temporary sign at a local business and Hawthorne reviews the sign ordinance.
Unfinished Business:  None
NEW BUSINESS
Master Plan Amendments:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Hawthorne to give approval to the Planning Commission to proceed with a public hearing on the Master Plan proposed amendments.  Motion carried unanimously.
Ordinance #2010-137 (codification and revision of township ordinances):  Motion by Flint, second by Hanshaw to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and accept Ordinance #2010-137 for first reading.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Resolution #2010-120 (Podunk Lake weed control):  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to accept Resolution #2010-120.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Open Comments:   Pat Sharpe inquires and Carr responds that the Leach Lake sewer project will "break ground" this spring.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 3/10/2010

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - FEBRUARY 10, 2010
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Greenfield, Lee, Carr, Bellmore, Hawthorne, Hanshaw
Members Absent:  None
Also Present:  Attorney Craig Rolfe, Andy Tomasewski of Professional Lake Mgt., John Johnston, Mary Cotant, Daniel Carlson, Roland Ferris, Larry Watson, George Lietz, Rick Brown, Jody & Beanie Hartwell, Kerry Klein, Bonnie Craig, Mr. Adkins, Audrey Deming, Dick Deming, Rick Moore, Dean Rose, Clare Sherwood, Janie Sherwood, William Bacon, Dave Case, Bannon Backhus, John Viana, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Greenfield, second by Hawthorne to approve the agenda as presented.  

Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  The Hastings librarian was present to answer any questions.

Open Comments:  None

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Flint, second by Hanshaw to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:   Carr advised that money has been awarded and a consultant hired for the Brownfield Assessment Coalition, and the application process should be available Monday.

Clerk:  nothing to report

Treasurer:  nothing to report

Trustees:  nothing to report

PUBLIC HEARING

Podunk Lake Weed Assessment:  Carr opens the public hearing at 7:36 p.m. and introduces Andy Tomasewski from Professional Lake Management.


Public Comment:  Dan Carlson, a resident of the lake for 20 years, feels that all the weeds are gone but also some animals are gone (swans, geese, blue heron, turtles, snails) and fish size has decreased.  He notes that some states are banning chemical treatment of lakes and feels the issue should be studied further before making a decision.  He is strongly opposed to weed treatment at this time.

Rick Brown reads a statement in support of chemical treatments.

Bonnie Craig is opposed as the weeds are much less than in previous years.
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Rutland Township Board Meeting
February 10, 2010

Jody Hartwell states he was totally unaware that this petition for weed control was being circulated.  He feels the lake needs to "rest" and is vehemently opposed to chemical treatments at this time.

Rick Brown says as many residents as possible were contacted.

Beanie Hartwell feels the fish population has been affected by the chemicals, and the petition circulator did not do his job.  

Hawthorne states that the township assessor has checked the petition and determined that over 51% of the lake's land mass has signed.  Carr explains that the land mass has a specific depth.

Attorney Rolfe notes that the Township Board had no role in the circulation of the petition.  He advises that only 20% of the land mass is required, but the petitioner's goal is to obtain more than 50% which prevents the filing of a counter petition.  It was determined that there are 41 lake lots, 16 back lots and 11 channel lots.

Mr. Tomasewski advised the channel can be treated if there is minimal water flow out of the lake, and all herbicides have a 24 hour swimming restriction which applies only to those areas treated.  He also states that all herbicides are tested and approved for use by the EPA.

Jody Hartwell states that if the chemicals aren't allowed to leave the lake via the channel, it can't be very good for the lake.  

Mr. Tomasewski provides background treatment information and states that in 2003 eurasian milfoil covered 35% of the lake.  At that time it was treated with SONAR and spot treated where necessary.  The new five-year proposal is trimmed down to control only exotic plants with water quality monitoring and plant species surveyed.

Dave Case inquired about the cost per parcel and Rolfe advises the five year average is $201 for lakefront, $168 for back lots and $56 for channel lots.

Janie Sherwood states the petitioner worked very hard on this project and the milfoil will return and needs to be addressed.

Rick Brown states he also cares about the ecology of the lake and there is no intent to over treat the problem.

John Johnston is in favor of the treatment.

Rick Moore states the weed problem needs to be managed and is in support of the project.

Hawthorne states that three letters have been received.
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Rutland Township Board Meeting
February 10, 2010

Mr. Tomasewski and Attorney Rolfe note there are two proposed plans of treatment (one dated 12/1/09 with a cost of $49,900, and one dated 2/1/10 with a cost of $66,000).  Carr asked if a petition against weed control has any legal significance and Mr. Rolfe says it would not affect the sufficiency of the existing petition.



(public hearing closed at 9:06 p.m.)

Rolfe advises that the township's resolution would need to be revised if the board decides to assess the "average" cost for five years, and states that a second public hearing would be required.

Motion by Lee, second by Hanshaw to postpone a decision on creating a special assessment district and approval of proceeding with the project until March 10, 2010 to obtain further information.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

(9:22 p.m. - reopen board meeting)

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
ADA Sidewalks:  Motion by Lee, second by Flint to accept Slagel Construction's bid in the amount of $2,080 for ADA sidewalks and ramps.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Ordinance #2010-137 (Codification Ordinance):  Motion by Hawthorne, second by Greenfield to accept Ordinance #2010-137 for second reading and adoption.  Attorney Rolfe notes this is a huge step forward for the township.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Algonquin Lake Fireworks Permit:  Motion by Carr, second by Lee to approve the fireworks permit for Algonquin Lake.  Motion carried unanimously.

Pending Litigation:  Carr states and Attorney Rolfe concurs that a closed session could be called regarding this issue.  Discussion. 

Motion by Carr, second by Hanshaw to discuss the matter in an open meeting setting.  Roll call vote.  Yes:  Lee, Carr, Hanshaw.   No:  Flint, Bellmore, Greenfield, Hawthorne.  Motion fails.  

Motion by Hawthorne, second by Greenfield to go into closed session.  Roll call vote.

Yes:  Flint, Bellmore, Greenfield, Hawthorne.  No:  Lee, Carr, Hanshaw.  Motion carried.


(10:35 p.m. - Township Board meeting reconvened)

Carr states that the Township Board, the Planning Commission and the ZBA's intention of the keyhole ordinance was to prevent lake access through development.  

Page 4



Rutland Township Board Meeting
February 10, 2010

Motion by Carr, second by Lee to instruct Mr. Rolfe to timely file the appropriate documents for an appeal of the Court of Appeals decision to the Michigan Supreme Court.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Adkins inquired about Bellmore's right to vote on this decision since she is a lake resident.  Rolfe advised there is no conflict of interest.  

Open Comments:   were received from Audrey Deming, Dick Deming, Rick Moore and 

George Lietz

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 4/14/2010

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - MARCH 10, 2010
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Greenfield, Lee, Carr, Bellmore, Hawthorne, Hanshaw
Members Absent:  None
Also Present:  Lois Frantz, Randy Frantz, David McGlocklin, Rick Brown, Jack Fox, Pat Sharpe, Matt Spencer, Roland Ferris, Mary Cotant, Dan & Susan Carlson, Eldon Shellenbarger, Tom Gibbons, Bill McClurkin, Suzette Sinde, Mike Sinde, Sam Stout, Andy Tomasewski, Bonnie Craig, Clare Sherwood, Jody & Beanie Hartwell, Bannon Backhus, Joe Lyons, John Viana, Craig Rolfe, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to approve the agenda as presented.  

Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  Bonnie Craig advised that a representative from a harvesting company may attend the meeting and she wishes to reserve his right to speak.

Eldon Shellenbarger states he is representing residents at 3915 Woodruff who are concerned that zoning enforcement is not being applied in a fair manner.  Carr states zoning enforcement is based on the receipt of a complaint, and he will provide the information Shellenbarger submitted to the Zoning Administrator.

Open Comments:  None

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Lee to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:   Carr advised that Commissioner Joe Lyons has provided a directory of hazardous waste disposal sites in the county.  

Clerk:  Hawthorne has received questions from residents about recycling.  Her research indicates that Waste Management will take recyclables for $3.75 per bag, and that Jim's and Les's garbage services charge an additional $5.00 per month to their customers for curbside recycling. Carr advised that a collective effort is being made to make recycling more convenient for residents.  

Treasurer:  Greenfield states that as of 3/15/2010, property tax payments must be paid at the County Treasurers Office.  Ms. Hartwell thanks the Board for that information.  

Trustees:  nothing to report
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Rutland Township Board Meeting

March 10, 2010
PUBLIC HEARING

Podunk Lake Weed Assessment:  Carr indicates that eight Podunk Lake residents changed their "vote" regarding weed control which affects the land mass percentage in favor and opposed.  Carr asks the Board if they wish to continue with the public hearing, stating they do have the discretion to proceed with less than 51% of residents in favor of weed control.

Joe Lyons presents a letter from a resident who again changed his vote.

Motion by Hanshaw, second by Lee to close and forego the special assessment district public hearing for weed control.  Roll call vote.  Yes:  Flint, Greenfield, Lee, Hanshaw.  

No:  Hawthorne, Bellmore, Carr.  Motion carried.
Rick Brown states that those who changed their votes were pressured by other residents.

Bonnie Craig agrees with Mr.Brown.  She has heard that residents changed their vote just to get rid of the people who were pressuring them.

Dave McGlocklin says that if everyone on the lake would have been contacted, there would be more who favor weed treatment.  He states that residents were coerced and intimidated, and many lies were spread about the effect of weed control.

Carr states the Board would never tell residents how to treat their lake, and the democratic system cannot prevent coercion.  He suggests that residents form a group or association to assist in future efforts.

Dan Carlson denies there was any intimidation stating that people simply shared information they believe to be true.  He asks that the Board consider banning chemicals from being used in township lakes.  Carr states that is not the township's responsibility, and again urges Mr. Carlson to form an association.  Mr. Carlson confirms with Carr that the existing petition is no longer viable and was advised there is no timeframe for the circulation of a new petition.  

Attorney Rolfe states that due to a lack of consensus, it is the Board's intention to discontinue the public hearing, and notes that the township does have the discretion to not be involved in creating a special assessment district even if 90% of residents favor weed control.  He states the Board may choose to make it very clear on future petitions what residents are signing.

Hanshaw states he agrees with the attorney and Carr, and suggests residents contact representatives from other lakes to learn how they succeed in getting petitions signed.  Hanshaw notes that newsletters to provide information on weed control are helpful.

Susan Carlson advised there is lots of information on the Internet about the chemical 24D which is banned in other countries due to health studies and concerns.  There are other alternatives for weed control.
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Rutland Township Board Meeting

March 10, 2010

Pat Sharpe does not like that all township residents will have to pay for legal costs.

Bonnie Craig reviews studies she researched which she will leave with the township for residents to review.  She supports the use of environmental methods to improve water quality.  Carr states the township will share her information with residents, but this Board does not make the decision on which method the lakes use to control weeds.

Tom Gibbons appreciates Ms. Craig's passion and states he is concerned that residents will get together and spray chemicals on their lakefront areas.  

Janie Sherwood appreciates the proactive approach to various options discussed.  She hopes residents will work together.

Sam Stout states he owns property on the lake but does not live there and was never contacted about the petition.

Andy Tomasewski states his company, PLM, also provides harvesting methods but warns that Eurasian Milfoil cannot be controlled by harvesting.

Mary Cotant has lived on the lake since 1965 and feels the weeds are out of control.

An unidentified man inquires about procedures for another petition.  In Carr's opinion, if a consensus is reached, the township process will begin again.  Attorney Rolfe advises that subsequent petitions should contain specific improvement plans, a cost estimate and proposed assessment district.  Discussion.


(Public comment closed at 8:24 p.m.)

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Pending Litigation:  Attorney Rolfe reviews the status of an appeal stating the order proposed by him was signed by the Circuit Court, but it may take months before the Michigan Supreme Court takes action on an "application for leave".  Discussion.

NEW BUSINESS
911 Administrative Position:  Carr states that Keith Murphy, Mike Timmons, Pat Harrison and Deborah Massimino are being considered for an open position on the 911 Administrative Board.

Discussion.

Motion by Hawthorne, support by Hanshaw to nominate Keith Murphy as the townships representative.  Motion carried unanimously.
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Rutland Township Board Meeting

March 10, 2010

Road Resolution:  Carr suggests creating a line item in the budget that would carry over from year to year rather than the money being returned to the general fund, and adopting a policy that would allow the Road Commission to determine which roads to upgrade.  Hawthorne states that Hastings Charter Township uses this method.  Greenfield has questions about the Road Commission's road grading system, and Carr will request clarification from Brad Lamberg.

Motion by Carr, second by Hanshaw to direct the Clerk to prepare a resolution for the April meeting, with Carr contacting Lamberg for clarification of the road grading system.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Other:  Members discuss the appropriate approval percentage for future weed control petitions.

As a resident, Joe Lyons feels the Board should have adopted a special assessment district in February - based on their receipt of a valid petition - and is very disturbed that the township and its residents must pay for costs incurred.  Resident Pat Sharpe concurs and feels requiring a higher percentage in favor of weed control will make it difficult for other lakes.  He also notes that the EPA approves the chemicals used and fishing on his lake has improved.    

Carr outlined the reasons the Board did not accept the petition:  (1) two cost options were provided; (2) residents misunderstood the petition or were not contacted; and (3) residents changed their vote.  

Motion by Carr, second by Bellmore to require 60% approval on future petitions for weed control.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Yes:  Hawthorne, Bellmore, Carr.  No:  Flint, Greenfield, Lee, Hanshaw.

Motion fails.

Motion by Lee, second by Flint to require 65% approval on future petitions.  Roll call vote.

Yes:  Flint, Greenfield, Lee, Hanshaw.  No:  Hawthorne, Bellmore, Carr.  Motion carried.

Open Comments:   

Meeting adjourned at 9:18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 5/12/2010

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - APRIL 14, 2010
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Greenfield, Lee, Carr, Bellmore, Hawthorne, Hanshaw
Members Absent:  None
Also Present:  Janie Bergeron, Jim Wincek, Ken Smith, Matt Spencer, Bonnie Craig, 

Beanie Hartwell, Bannon Backhus, Joe Lyons, John Viana, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to approve the agenda as presented.  

Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  Jim Wincek provides an update of Pennock Hospital's plans and thanks the Board for approving a change to the township's Land Use Plan which will allow public utilities to be extended to the proposed new hospital site.  
Open Comments:  Mike Callton introduces himself and advised he is running for State Representative.

Joe Lyons inquired about a decision last month to increase the required percentage on weed control petitions.

Ken Smith advises the library is approximately $40,000 in the red for next year's budget and reviews various options to increase revenue and/or reduce expenses.  

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Bellmore to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Building & Zoning:  Carr states that photos of alleged zoning violations were provided to the Zoning Administrator.  Appropriate action was taken.

Supervisor:  Ms. Bergeron provides statistics regarding township residents that were served by Green Gables and requests the township's monetary support.  Discussion.

Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to approve a $3,000 service contract for Green Gables  Shelter.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Clerk:  Hawthorne states she is in the process of locating equipment for the precinct split in 2011.

Motion by Hawthorne, second by Hanshaw to approve a budget transfer to purchase voting equipment.  Motion carried unanimously.
Treasurer:  nothing to report
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Rutland Township Board Meeting

April 14, 2010

Trustees:  Hanshaw spoke about a letter from the township attorney.  Flint inquires about recycling and dust control.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Road Resolution:  Brad Lamberg was present to explain the road grading system and suggest that the township adopt a more cost efficient three year plan for preventive maintenance.

Motion by Greenfield, second by Bellmore to adopt Resolution #2010-122 approving expenditure of $65,000 per year for 2010, 2011 and 2012.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Fire Fund Deficit:  Greenfield explains this is a bookkeeping issue discovered by the auditors.

Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to adopt Resolution #2010-123, a fire fund deficit elimination plan.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Rezoning Request:  Motion by Hawthorne, second by Bellmore to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission to adopt Ordinance #2010-138 for first reading.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Open Comments:   None

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 6/9/2010

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - MAY 12, 2010
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Greenfield, Carr, Bellmore, Hawthorne, and Hanshaw.  Carr stated that Trustee Lee called and will be late.  

Absent:  Lee (arrived at 8:05pm)

Also Present:  Kris Slagel, Bannon Backhus, Joe Lyons, and Matt Spencer

Agenda:  Motion by Flint, second by Hanshaw to approve the agenda as presented.  Ayes:  6. Absent:  Lee.  Motion CARRIED. 
Guests:  County Commissioner Joe Lyons discussed with the board the possible options for recycling.   

Open Comments:  Matt Spencer asked if there has been any progress with water/sewer in the township.  Carr stated that he would be touching on that under the Supervisor section of the meeting.  

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Hawthorne, second by Greenfield to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Ayes:  6. Absent:  Lee.  Motion CARRIED. 
Supervisor:  Carr stated that the Joint Planning Committee would like to change there name to Joint Planning Alliance and needs township board approval.  Motion by Hawthorne, second by Flint to change the name from Joint Planning Committee to Joint Planning Alliance.  Ayes:  6. Absent:  Lee. Motion CARRIED.  
Carr noted that the Joint Planning Alliance is forming an advisory group and has retained services from a facilitator to help with infrastructure, water and sewer issues.  This facilitator will work with the Joint Planning Alliance advisory group which will consist of two people from each entity.  Carr stated that he would be one of the members and he would like to appoint Trustee Hanshaw as the other member.  Motion by Flint, second by Greenfield to appoint Trustee Hanshaw as the 2nd representative for Rutland Charter Township for the advisory group to help facilitate the infrastructure, water and sewer progress.  Roll Call Vote:  Hawthorne - yes, Hanshaw -yes, Bellmore - yes, Greenfield - yes, Carr - yes, Flint - yes.  Absent:  Lee.  Motion CARRIED.  Carr stated that there will be an educational/informational meeting here at the township hall on Thursday, May 20, 2010 at 7:00pm for the board to meet with the facilitator and discuss township issues as stated.    
Clerk:  Hawthorne states that the Fire Fund Deficit Elimination Plan has been accepted by the State of Michigan.  She also noted that the 8th grade class from Thornapple Kellogg came out to the Rutland Charter Township cemetery on Monday, May 10, 2010 to place flags on the veteran's markers as a community service project.  
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Rutland Township Board Meeting

May 12, 2010

Treasurer:  Greenfield states that there is $2,148.33 in the Podunk Lake Weed Assessment fund.  The costs pertaining to the latest Podunk Lake Special Assessment hearing(s) total $5,232.20.  

Greenfield would like board approval to transfer the $2,148.33 from the Podunk Lake Weed Assessment fund to the General Fund to help offset the costs.  Motion by Hanshaw, second by 

Bellmore to instruct the treasurer to transfer the $2,148.33 from the Podunk Lake Weed Assessment Fund to the General Fund.  Roll Call Vote:  Hawthorne - yes, Bellmore - yes, Greenfield - yes, Carr - yes, Flint - yes, Hanshaw -yes.  Absent:  Lee.  Motion CARRIED.  

Trustees:  nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Ordinance # 2010-138:  Rezoning request for parcels #08-13-014-004-00 & #08-13-014-005-00 from RE to R1.  Motion by Bellmore, second by Flint to accept Ordinance #2010-138 for second reading and adoption.  Roll call vote:  Flint - yes, Greenfield - yes, Hanshaw - yes, Hawthorne - yes, Carr -yes, Bellmore -yes.  Absent:  Lee.  Motion CARRIED.  
NEW BUSINESS
Motion by Greenfield, second by Hanshaw to accept Resolution #2010-124, to Establish an Election Precinct(s) Receiving Board.  Roll call vote:  Greenfield - yes, Hanshaw - yes, Hawthorne - yes, Carr - yes, Bellmore - yes, Flint - yes.  Absent:  Lee.  Motion CARRIED.
Clerk Hawthorne stated that the Election Commission will be meeting after the board meeting to discuss Resolution #2010-04, Election Commission Resolution to Split Election Precinct.  Hawthorne distributed maps to the board members showing potential boundaries for the precincts and stated that both precincts would be located at the township hall.  

Open Comments:   none.

Trustee Lee arrived at 8:05p.m.

Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to adjourn the meeting.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  Meeting adjourned at 8:06p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristina M. Slagel, Deputy Clerk
Rutland Charter Township
Approved 7/14/2010 w/corrections

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - JUNE 9, 2010
Clerk Hawthorne called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

It was determined that Hawthorne would act as Chair in Carr's absence.

Roll Call:  Flint, Greenfield, Lee, Bellmore, Hawthorne, Hanshaw
Members Absent:  Carr
Also Present:  Pat Sharpe, Audrey & Dick Deming, Craig Rolfe, Mike Bremer, Joe Lyons, 

John Viana, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Bellmore to approve the agenda as presented.  

Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  Pat Sharpe
Open Comments:  None

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Building & Zoning:  Hawthorne reports that applications are increasing.

Supervisor:   not present

Clerk:  nothing to report

Treasurer:  nothing to report

Trustees:  Bellmore inquires and Joe Lyons responds that the issue of county-wide recycling will be discussed at the County Board of Commissioner's meeting on June15th and at an MTA meeting the same date.

Flint requests that prior to the township's 2011 budget hearing, Green Gables be asked to provide information on their procedures and services, as well as, about their budget, expenses and funding.  Hawthorne will make a note in her calendar.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
MTA Membership:  Discussion of the costs and benefits of continuing membership in this association.  

Motion by Greenfield, second by Lee to continue membership in MTA for one more year.  

Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously (Carr absent).
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Rutland Township Board Meeting

June 9, 2010

Pending Litigation:  Attorney Rolfe states the litigation - pursuant to the Court's interpretation of the keyholing ordinance - is no longer pending and therefore does not recommend the Board go into closed session as no matters of strategy will be discussed.  He proposes the Board has three options regarding enforcement concerns, and suggests the keyholing ordinance be replaced and/or reworded.  He presents draft text of an alternate keyholing ordinance.  Lee inquired about the repercussions of either not enforcing or repealing the ordinance.  Rolfe's opinion is that the court cannot legally compel the township to provide enforcement.  Discussion of the Planning Commission's suggestion that the ordinance be repealed.  Hawthorne expressed concern about other township lakes and the river and the prospect that available large parcels could be developed.  Greenfield wants time to research the proposed changes.  Discussion of various procedural issues and required notifications that could not occur until mid-July of this year, and the township's desire to retain the intent of the ordinance.  

Motion by Flint, second by Lee to send the keyholing ordinance to the Planning Commission on July 13, 2010 for public hearing concerning repeal or replacement with the attorney's draft text (attached).  Discussion.  Rolfe reviews the options regarding enforcement and development.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously (Carr absent).  Rolfe will prepare the legal notice for publication.


Pat Sharpe, Joe Lyons and Audrey Deming comment and ask for clarification.


Rolfe explains the Court of Appeal's ruling.

NEW BUSINESS
Cemetery Road:  Motion by Lee, second by Bellmore to accept the bid of $550 from Anderson & Sons for excavating the road, and accept - with thanks - an anonymous donor's gift of crushed asphalt.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously (Carr absent).
Parking Lot:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Bellmore to accept A-1 Asphalt/Premier Striping for resurfacing the township hall parking lot.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried
unanimously (Carr absent).

Open Comments:  Mike Bremer introduced himself as running for State Representative. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:04 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 8/11/2010

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - JULY 14, 2010
Clerk Hawthorne called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Carr, Flint, Greenfield, Lee, Bellmore, Hawthorne
Members Absent:  Hanshaw (excused)
Also Present:  Pat Sharpe, Joe Lyons, Barb Lyons, Matt Spencer, Bannon Backhus, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Hawthorne, second by Bellmore to approve the agenda as presented.  

Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  None
Open Comments:  None

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Greenfield, second by Hawthorne to approve the consent agenda with removal of the minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

Minutes:  Flint asks for clarification on Page 1, paragraph 15 (Trustees) as follows:  

…..Green Gables be asked to provide information on their procedures and services, as well as budget, expenses and funding.  

Motion by Flint, second by Bellmore to approve the June 9, 2010 minutes as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.
Joe Lyons requests information on Green Gables hiring practices, job descriptions and qualifications.  Matt Spencer comments on the issue of only one Rutland Township resident being served by Green Gables.  Greenfield advised the agency does take in homeless women for a three week period while assisting them with other services.  Carr will draft a letter, for Board approval, inquiring about these issues.  

Supervisor:   Carr would like to reappoint Andrew Haines to the Planning Commission.

Motion by Hawthorne, second by Flint to reappoint Andrew Haines to the Rutland Charter Township Planning Commission.  Motion carried unanimously.
Carr states that Nikki Haight and Patty Hard are his choices for Zoning Board of Appeals members.  Those appointments will be done at the August meeting.

Carr advises of a Joint Planning Alliance meeting on July 15th with the facilitator.  Also that a JPA advisory group met in June. 
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Public Comment:  Barb Lyons thanks Dorothy Flint for her assistance with animal rescues.  She reviewed several situations that she feels indicate the lack of policies at the animal shelter.  Ms. Lyons notes that legal avenues to remove neglected animals from their owners are too slow.  


Pat Sharpe and Matt Spencer comment and it was determined that more public involvement would help to solve some problems at the animal shelter.

Motion by Carr, second by Bellmore to have two representatives of the Township Board, Dorothy Flint and Robin Hawthorne, attend the Board of Commissioners meeting on Tuesday, July 20th.  Discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.   

Clerk:  Hawthorne advised that two grave markers will be placed and a ceremony held for a veteran from the War of 1812 and one from the Civil War.  Mike Hallifax has offered to pour the foundations at no cost to the township.

Treasurer:  nothing to report

Trustees:  Lee asked that the township attorney provide itemized invoices in the future.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Planning Commission Recommendation:  Carr explains the two-part recommendation and Joe Lyons voiced concern about incurring additional costs due to unnecessary court actions.  Pat Sharpe notes that the township attorney suggested the ordinance not be repealed creating a "gap" for keyholing development.

Motion by Carr, second by Hawthorne to set aside the Planning Commission's recommendation to repeal the keyholing ordinance, but accept the recommendation to allow time for the Planning Commission to work on an amendment to the ordinance.  Discussion.  Roll call vote (Hanshaw absent).  Motion carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS
Fire Millage Renewal:  Hawthorne explains that the ballot language has been revised by the attorney.  Motion by Bellmore, second by Greenfield to accept Resolution #2010-125 with the attorney's amended ballot language.  Roll call vote (Hanshaw absent).  Motion carried unanimously.
Open Comments:   None

Meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 9/8/2010

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - AUGUST 11, 2010
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Carr, Flint, Greenfield, Lee, Bellmore, Hawthorne, Hanshaw
Members Absent:  None
Also Present:  Joe Lyons, Brandon Hoffman, Dave DeDecker, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Hawthorne, second by Bellmore to approve the agenda as presented.  

Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  Carr introduces Dave DeDecker from The Hastings Banner.

Open Comments:  Joe Lyons advised the County Commissioners have adopted a resolution to create an advisory board for the animal shelter.  Flint comments that she is pleased with this action.

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Flint, second by Hawthorne to approve the consent agenda with removal of the treasurer's report.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Lee to retain Patty Hard as a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals, as recommended by the supervisor.  Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Carr, second by Greenfield to approve processing of PA 116 application for McKeown Farms.  Hawthorne notes that additional steps are required by the township as part of the process.  Greenfield advised this will not affect tax revenue for the township.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Clerk:  Hawthorne states a letter was sent to Green Gables and the director will be present at the township's October meeting to provide the requested information.

A meeting of the MTA will be held on September 21st at the Commission on Aging.

Letters from the township attorney were reviewed by Hawthorne.  

Brief discussion of a letter from Charter Cable.

Treasurer:  Greenfield states that the township has two accounts with Mainstreet Bank, and she is comfortable to let these remain with Commercial Bank, the new owner.  An amendment to resolution 2008-83 to remove defunct banks and add the township's tax identification number will be proposed at the October Board meeting.

Motion by Hanshaw, second by Bellmore to accept the Treasurer's Report as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
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Trustees:  Lee states his concerns about the medical marijuana issue were answered in previous discussion.

Unfinished Business:  None

NEW BUSINESS
Liquor License Transfer:  Mr. Hoffman reviews what the state investigator told him about being required to obtain approval from the township for dance entertainment.  Discussion.

Motion by Bellmore, second by Hanshaw to adopt Resolution 2010-126 approving transfer of a Class C licensed business (The Blarney Stone) with a dance permit, and approve the request for a new entertainment permit for the LCC.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Bulletin from Township Attorney:  After review and discussion, the Board agrees to have the township attorney evaluate township zoning ordinances for legally defective provisions resulting from a recent Court of Appeals decision. 
Open Comments:   None

Meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 10/13/2010

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - SEPTEMBER 8, 2010
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Carr, Greenfield, Lee, Bellmore, Hawthorne, Hanshaw
Members Absent:  Flint
Also Present:  Pat Sharpe, Laura Sharpe, Jason Broekstra, Carol Svihl, Josie Keel, Donna Mathews, Larry Lienesch, Ken Smith, Ruth Hill, Joe Lyons, Dave DeDecker, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Bellmore to approve the agenda as presented.  

Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  Ken Smith notes that heating and cooling problems at the library have been resolved and should reduce energy costs significantly.  

Ruth Hill states that due to budget constraints the library plans to close for the Christmas holiday and spring break.  She also reviewed a database - Michigan Electronic Library (MELCAT) - that is free to Michigan residents.

Open Comments:  Pat Sharpe thanks the Board for their assistance with the Algonquin Lake weed management program.

Joe Lyons responds to Hawthorne's inquiry about the county's budget status and the animal shelter advisory board.

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Hawthorne, second by Hanshaw to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:  Carr states that Patty Hard will be reappointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Carr also advised that he will be applying for a position on the animal shelter advisory board.

Carr reviewed a letter received from the Drain Commissioner regarding payment for Podunk Lake dam inspections, and does not feel the township should pay for these inspections.  It appears the only way to repay the county is for the Drain Commissioner to set up a special assessment district.  Discussion.
Clerk:  Hawthorne states the grave markers for two soldiers of the Civil War and War of 1812 have been installed, noting that Mr. Hallifax donated materials and labor for this endeavor.  

She advised a meeting of the MTA will be held on September 22nd at 7 p.m. at the Commission on Aging.

Treasurer:  Nothing to report

Trustees:  Hanshaw expressed concern about the appearance of a local business and Carr explained they will be installing an enclosure.
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UNFINSHED BUSINESS

PA 116 Application Resolution:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Lee to accept Resolution #2010-127 approving a PA 116 application for McKeown Farms LLC.  Roll call vote (Flint absent).  Motion carried. 

Algonquin Lake:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to accept the Algonquin Lake Aquatic Management Plan for 2011 as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS

Investment & Depository Resolution:  Motion by Bellmore, second by Hanshaw to accept Resolution #2010-128 amending a previous resolution.  Roll call vote (Flint absent).  Motion carried.
Open Comments:   None

Meeting adjourned at 8:21 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 11/10/2010

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - OCTOBER 13, 2010
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Carr, Greenfield, Flint, Bellmore, Hawthorne, Hanshaw
Members Absent:  Lee
Also Present:  John Viana, Joe Lyons, Bonnie Craig, Janie Bergeron, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to approve the agenda as presented.  

Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  Director Janie Bergeron from Green Gables Shelter provides figures on township residents served by the shelter, reviews the shelter's budget and services provided.  She indicates the shelter subcontracts with Psychological Consultants of Battle Creek who provide counseling services to clients, that there are three full time staff members and seven mostly part time case managers who serve as advocates for clients (assisting with housing and other needs) who are paid between $8.00 and $9.50 per hour.  Ms. Bergeron answered several questions and will provide the hiring "qualifications" for case managers.  

Open Comments:  None

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Flint, second by Hawthorne to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:  Carr states he attended a Trails Meeting and determined that parts of the trail in Rutland Township will be located in the road right of way.
Clerk:  Hawthorne explains that the voting precinct will be physically "split" (as required by the state) by utilizing a portable wall.

Hawthorne states the reason for a budget amendment is a 3-year agreement with the Road Commission.  Discussion.  

Motion by Bellmore, second by Flint to amend the 2010 budget by transferring $3,000 from the 101-801-956.000 engineering services budget to the 101-444-967.000 road maintenance budget.

Roll call vote.  (Lee absent)  Motion approved unanimously by those present.
Treasurer:  Nothing to report

Trustees:  Nothing to report


(regular board meeting closed at 8:07 and public hearing opened)

2011 Budget Public Hearing:  Members review the proposed budget and discuss several items.  Hawthorne answers members questions.  No public comment or questions.


(public hearing closed at 8:27 and regular meeting resumes)
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Unfinished Business:   None
NEW BUSINESS

Master Plan Resolution:  Motion by Bellmore, second by Hanshaw to accept Resolution #2010-129 approving various amendments to the Master Land Use Plan.  Roll call vote.  (Lee absent)  Motion approved unanimously by those present.  

Ordinance Amendment:  Motion by Flint, second by Hanshaw to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission and adopt Ordinance #2010-139, an amended keyholing ordinance, for first reading.  Roll call vote.  (Lee absent)  Motion approved unanimously by those present.

Open Comments:   Joe Lyons inquired about the Quimby Road work and Carr explained that a court action has postponed the project.  

Other:  Hawthorne is required to have election committee members approve the list of election inspectors.  She notes the inspectors cannot be convicted felons and should contain republicans and democrats.  After discussion and approval by election committee member Flint, Carr states that the intent and obligation of this requirement has been met and the list is approved.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 12/8/2010

MINUTES OF RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING – NOVEMBER 10, 2010

Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Carr, Greenfield, Flint, Bellmore, Hawthorne, Hanshaw, Lee

Members Absent:  None

Also Present:  Joe Lyons, John Viana, Pat Sharpe, Steve Hummer, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Greenfield, second by Flint to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Guests:  None

Open Comments:  Pat Sharpe asks the Board to explain Ordinance 2010-139.

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Bellmore to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:  Carr reports he is working with the Trail Committee, and the MTA is having a Christmas dinner/MTA meeting on December 2nd.  

Clerk:  Hawthorne asks Board members to provide the number on their ordinance book to Kris.

Trustees:  Lee asks and Carr responds there is no requirement for the township to provide funds for the trails issue.

UNFINISHD BUSINESS

Amendment of Ord. #2010-139 (waterfront regulations):  Board members explained the ordinance amendment was made to improve language regarding funneling on lakes, but will not affect single family property rights.

Motion by Flint, second by Hawthorne to accept Ordinance #2010-139 for second reading and adoption.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Resolution #2010-130 (compensation):  Carr notes there have been no salary increases for Board members since 2004.

Motion by Bellmore, second by Lee to accept Resolution #2010-130 with no compensation increases for Board members.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
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Resolution #2010-131 (schedule):  Hawthorne states that in 2011 three holidays are eliminated due to the way the calendar falls).

Motion by Hawthorne, second by Greenfield to accept Resolution #2010-131.  Roll call vote.   Hawthorne – yes, Bellmore – yes, Greenfield – yes, Carr – no, Flint – yes, Hanshaw – yes, Lee – yes.  Motion carried.
Resolution #2010-132 (budget):  Discussion.  Hawthorne feels the Green Gables allotment should be reduced.

Motion by Hanshaw, second by Lee to accept Resolution #2010-132 as presented.  Roll call vote.     Greenfield – yes, Flint – yes, Lee – yes, Hawthorne – no, Carr – yes, Bellmore – yes, Hanshaw – yes.   Motion carried.
Resolution #2010-133 (trails):  Carr states an open house to provide additional information about the trail system will be held November 22nd at the Township Hall.

Motion by Carr, second by Hanshaw to accept Resolution #2010-133 in support of a trail system to be developed in Rutland Township.  Roll call vote.  Lee – no, Hanshaw – yes, Bellmore – yes, Carr – yes, Flint – no, Greenfield – no, Hawthorne – yes.  Motion carried.

Open Comments:  Hanshaw inquired about an item on the Building/Zoning Report.  Bellmore asked about a construction project on Heath Road and whether a business that is offering cars for sale is properly licensed.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan                                                                                                                                          Recording Secretary

Approved 1/12/2011

MINUTES OF RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP

BOARD MEETING – DECEMBER 8, 2010

Clerk Hawthorne called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:   Greenfield, Flint, Bellmore, Hawthorne, Hanshaw, Lee

Members Absent:  Carr.  Motion by Flint, second by Lee to appoint Hawthorne as Chair in Carr’s absence. Motion carried.

Also Present:  Joe Lyons, John Viana, Pat Sharpe, Nancy Topp, Ken Smith, Joe Sibley Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfieldt to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried. (Carr absent)

Guests:  Commissioner Lyons advised the Solid Waste Planning Committee will meet on Friday to discuss recycling.

Library Board representative Ken Smith announced his retirement and thanks the Board for an opportunity to serve.  The Board commends Smith for an excellent job, hard work and dedication.  Smith recommends the Board consider his replacement carefully with emphasis on someone with a financial responsibility mindset.

Pat Sharpe and ALCA expresses seasons greetings to all.

Open Comments:  None

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Bellmore to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried. (Carr absent)

Supervisor:  none

Clerk:  Hawthorne introduced Nancy Topp as the only applicant to replace Mr. Smith on the Library Board.  Motion by Hawthorne, second by Lee to appoint Ms. Topp for a three year term as the township’s representative on the Library Board, effective January 1, 2011.  Motion carried.  (Carr absent)
Hawthorne states a letter from the Road Commission has been received but there is no need to conduct a road tour as they are in the second year of a three year contract.  Greenfield suggests if any board members are interested in a road tour, they should schedule a time with the Road Commission.  Hawthorne will inform Brad Lamberg of the Board’s intentions.

Auditors Siegfield Crandall have agreed to perform the 2010 township audit.  Bellmore states she would like to contact someone she thinks may be interested.  Decision postponed until January.

Treasurer:  nothing to report

Page 2


Rutland Township Board Meeting

December 8, 2010
Trustees:  Hanshaw reports on an informational meeting with the Trail Committee when he became aware of the proposed route of the trail and feels it is very unsafe to locate the trail on the north side of Heath Road.  Discussion.  Hanshaw proposes withdrawing his support for the trail system, but others feel this would have no affect on the trail proceeding through the township.  Members discuss how to proceed (i.e. rescind resolution of support or oppose location of trail on Heath/M-37).

Motion by Bellmore, second by Flint  requesting the Clerk draft a letter to the Parks & Recreation Board voicing concerns about safety of the trail route proposed at the November 22nd informational meeting.  Discussion.  Hawthorne is opposed to the Board rescinding support of development of a trail system.  Roll call vote.  Yes: Greenfield, Flint, Bellmore, Hanshaw, Hawthorne.  No:  Lee. Absent: Carr.  Motion carried.
Motion by Hanshaw, second by Lee to rescind Resolution 2010-133 in support of developing a trail system.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Yes: Hanshaw, Greenfield, Flint, Lee.  No:  Bellmore, Hawthorne.  Absent: Carr.  Motion carried.

Hanshaw requested that Carr be informed of a property owner’s “shooting range” near the trail.

Unfinished Business:  Bellmore reports on a letter from the MTA regarding legislation to property tax.
NEW BUSINESS

Appointment of Board of Review Members:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Lee to reappoint Dave Bellmore, Ray Schnabel and Mary Anger to the Board of Review for a two year term.  Motion carried.  (Carr absent)

Open Comments:  Pat Sharpe inquired and Greenfield explained that the majority of property taxes are spread on the winter bill.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan                                                                                                                                          Recording Secretary


