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MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - JANUARY 14, 2009
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Bellmore, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Hanshaw, Lee, Carr

Members Absent:  None
Also Present:  John Viana, Pat Sharpe, Joe Lyons, Marlin Walters, Tom & Carolyn Chaffee, 

Jim Wincek, Mark Doster, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Flint, second by Greenfield to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  Mike Long from Mercy Ambulance advised he will leave membership applications in the Township Hall and notes the cost is $45.00 per year per family with no restrictions as to age or insurance and no "cap" on use.  
Marlin Walters reports on the 911 Review Committee.  An agreement has been turned over to county attorneys for review after which it will be sent to the municipalities for approval.

Tom Chafee of 2900 Quimby Road voiced concerns about traffic safety issues on the narrow curves.  He asks that the township encourage property owners to release some land to increase the road right of way easement and widen these areas of concern.  Carr will contact the property owner.

Pat Sharpe, ALCA President, advises he is working on the July fireworks show and expects to present documents at the February board meeting.

County Commissioner Joe Lyons was asked why all Commission meetings will be held in the daytime and responds that previous night meetings were not well attended and presented security problems.  Lyons notes that if there is a "hot" issue, a night meeting may be scheduled.
Consent Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Flint to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:  Carr states that Gary Rogers has applied for a position on the Road Commission Board and he will provide a letter of recommendation for Mr. Rogers.  
Clerk:  Vouchers were reviewed by Hawthorne.  Greenfield asks the Board not to renew a $414 contract with Pitney Bowes for the folding machine.  She feels it will be less expensive to use the folding service provided by Progressive Graphics.  Discussion.
Motion by Greenfield, second by Hanshaw to cancel the contract with Pitney Bowes and use Progressive Graphics for folding needs.  Discussion.  Rolls call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
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Motion by Flint, second by Hawthorne to pay bills as presented, minus $414 to Pitney Bowes, for a total of $103,973.89.  Motion carried unanimously.
Pension:  Hawthorne advised that the withdrawal age for an "in service" pension has been reduced from age 65 to age 60 without penalty.  Discussion.

Motion by Hawthorne, second by Greenfield to authorize John Hancock to lower the In Service Pension withdrawal to age 60.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Treasurer:  Greenfield explains to the trustees the state-required cost of living increase to property taxes, even when the taxable value of a property is reduced.  
Trustees:   Lee inquired about the approval process for vouchers and payroll.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Zoning Ordinance Amendments:  Motion by Hawthorne, second by Hanshaw to accept Ordinance #2009-131 for second reading and adoption.  Roll call vote.  Yes:  Greenfield, Hawthorne, Carr, Hanshaw, Bellmore, Flint.   No:  Lee.    Motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS

Planning Commission Ordinance:  Motion by Flint, second by Hanshaw to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and to accept Ordinance #2009-133 for first reading.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Audit:  Motion by Carr, second by Hawthorne to appoint Siegfried Crandall as the 2008 auditor.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Open Comments:  Mark Doster, SWBCS&W Administrator, reviews a feasibility study proposing an 8" pressure service pipe for grey water only to be extended 9.2 miles to Pennock Hospital's new site.  He notes that solids would be pumped from tanks at the location and one lift station would be required at the halfway point.  
Doster presents an amended sewer district which only encompasses the pipeline and the hospital property.  Additional hookups would require approval of the Rutland Township Board.

Doster explains various documents that would have to be approved by the five townships, the county, the Sewer Authority and the hospital, and discusses the DEQ discharge permit.  Carr advised he will send the documents to the township attorney for review.

Motion by Lee, second by Hanshaw to send the contract and proposed sewer ordinance to the township attorney for review.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
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Doster clarifies that any maintenance on the extension would be performed by Sewer Authority staff.  He also explains the hookup process for each township (Rutland and Hope).  Pat Sharpe asks if a failed septic system would be permitted to connect to the extension and Doster replies it would be the decision of the Township Board to approve changes to the sewer district.  

Jim Wincek, Pennock Hospital representative, expresses his appreciation of the Board's action, and requests a final decision by March, if possible.   

Meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 3/11/2009

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - FEBRUARY 11, 2009
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Hanshaw, Lee, Carr

Members Absent:  Bellmore
Also Present:  John Viana, Pat Sharpe, Joe Lyons, Marlin Walters, Gary Rogers, Evelyn Holzwarth, Ken Smith, Roger Turner, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  None

Open Comments:  Gary Rogers expresses his appreciation to the Board for recommending him to a position on the Road Commission Board.

Pat Sharpe thanks the Board for being on the agenda.

Marlin Walters advises the 911 Committee has made changes to the service plan as recommended by the attorney and expects the township will have a copy in March.

Librarian Evelyn Holzwarth requests the Township Board approve a 1.6 mil draft millage proposal be placed on the August 4, 2009 ballot.  Discussion of reviewing the contract between the library and township.  Hawthorne advises the township attorney recommends waiting until after the millage proposal, and knows of no additional millage proposals for the August ballot.

Pat Sharpe feels the library is excellent and an asset to the community.  

Motion by Carr, second by Flint to accept the Hastings Public Library request for a 1.6 millage proposal on the August 4, 2009 ballot, and to encourage the passage of same.  Roll call vote.

(Bellmore absent)  Motion carried unanimously.  
Consent Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Lee to accept and approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:  Carr advises the Board of Review organizational meeting will be held on 

March 3, 2009, and reviews will be held on March 9th between 1 and 4 pm and 6 and 9 pm.; 

and March 11th between 9 am and 12 noon and 1 and 4 pm.

Carr advises he met with Jim Wincek from Pennock Hospital regarding the sewer extension.  Wincek will present the concept to the Joint Planning Commission.
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Clerk:  Motion by Flint, second by Greenfield to approve payment of vouchers and payroll in the amount of $27,377.95.  Motion carried unanimously.
Treasurer:  Greenfield reviews a proposal to lower the in-service pension withdrawal to age 55.

Motion by Hawthorne, second by Flint to amend Resolution 2009-101 to adjust the in-service pension plan withdrawal to age 55.  Roll call vote.  (Bellmore absent)  Motion carried unanimously.
Trustees:   Lee thanks Joe Lyons for his participation in Township Board meetings.  Carr thanks Ms. Flint and the Humane Society for their efforts.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Planning Commission Ordinance:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Hawthorne to accept Ordinance #2009-133 for second reading and adoption.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Algonquin Lake Fireworks Permit:  Motion by Carr, second by Greenfield to accept and act on the permit for a fireworks display at Algonquin Lake.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Open Comments:  Pat Sharpe thanks the Board for approving the fireworks permit.

Meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 4/8/2009

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - MARCH 11, 2009
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Hanshaw, Lee, Carr, Bellmore
Members Absent:  None
Also Present:  John Viana, Pat Sharpe, Joe Lyons, Marlin Walters, Ruth Hill, Mark Doster, 

Jim Wincek, Jody Hartwell, Richard Mason, Rick Vandeweg, Tom & Patricia Gibbons, 

Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Hawthorne to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  Southwest Barry County Sewer Manager Mark Doster states that he has received approvals from the County/Board of Public Works to extend the sewer to Pennock Hospital's new location and states he has received questions from residents of Podunk Lake regarding hooking up to the proposed sewer extension.  Doster feels a public hearing may be in order for Podunk Lake and Algonquin Lake residents.  Carr states the township will assist with a public hearing and advised he has approached the JPC and sent necessary documents to the city.  Carr anticipates the city will discuss the subject at their March 23rd workshop.  Carr also reviewed the differences between a limited service and urban service agreement, and notes that Carlton Township is anxious to firm up an agreement for sewer services.  

Pat Sharpe inquires and Doster responds about a timeframe for a public hearing on the proposed sewer extension.  Carr clarifies that the Township Board could "declare" a special assessment district but that option is not likely and a petition from residents would be preferable.  Doster reviews the options of mandatory versus "system failure" hookups.

Lee asks about sewer pipe size and Doster states the 8" pipe has enough capacity for Podunk Lake, Thornapple Valley Church, the hospital and Algonquin Lake.

Richard Mason inquires about payment for cost of the sewer pipe and Doster replies the hospital is paying for the nine mile extension.  

Hawthorne confirms that the proposed system carries only "gray" water.  Doster concurs and states that residential' septic tanks only require pumping every 5-6 years.

Jody Hartwell asks whether hookups will be voluntary or mandatory and Doster advised that hasn't been decided, noting the cost will be considerably more if the decision is for voluntary hookups only. 

Tom Gibbons states he is willing to help with a petition process on Podunk Lake.
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Rutland Township Board Meeting

March 11, 2009

Library:  Ruth Hill presents a list of staff, board members and volunteers, and advised their attorney is working on language for the millage proposal.

Open Comments:   None  

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to accept and approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:  Carr explained the position of "fence viewer" and recommends Bill Hanshaw for the position.  

Motion by Lee, second by Carr to appoint Bill Hanshaw as the township's fence viewer.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Clerk:  Hawthorne reviewed the need for an additional voting precinct.  Motion by Carr, second by Hanshaw to approve the cost of a study and sketches for an addition to the township hall by Fleis & Vandenbrink.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer:  Nothing to report

Trustees:   Lee inquired and Carr replied that Meijer is aggressively seeking another property in the township.

Unfinished Business:  None

NEW BUSINESS

Vacant Property Custodian:  Motion by Flint, second by Hanshaw to adopt Resolution #2009-103 to appoint Chris Carpenter as township custodian to oversee vacant township property located at 1891 W. State Road.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

2009 Road Resolution:  Rick Vandeweg of Greenway Dust Control gave a presentation about the types and cost of dust control his company provides.  Lengthy discussion of options and costs took place.

Motion by Greenfield, second by Flint to prepare a resolution for paved road expenditures in the amount of $61,399; $10,608 for gravel roads; and $2,993 for line painting.  Motion carried unanimously.
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March 11, 2009

Revised 911 Service Plan:  Carr briefly reviews changes to the plan.  Hawthorne states that the MTA chapter representative portion is flawed and contrary to MTA by-laws.  Discussion.

Motion by Carr, second by Bellmore to postpone action on the service plan until language regarding appointment of the MTA representative is legal.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Open Comments:  None

Meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 4/21/2009 w/correction 

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - APRIL 8, 2009
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Hanshaw, Lee, Carr, Bellmore
Members Absent:  None
Also Present:  Jody & Beanie Hartwell, Larry Haywood, Mark Doster, Jim Wincek, Rick Mason, Rick Moore, Jeff Mansfield, Jim Brown, Mike Callton, Robert Houtman, Joe & Barb Lyons, Sandra Freese, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Flint, second by Greenfield to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:   Ken Smith, Library Board representative, announced that he and Ruth Hill will be heading up a millage renewal campaign in Rutland Township.  He commends Ms. Hill for her volunteer work with the library.

Open Comments:    None

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Bellmore to accept and approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Building & Zoning:  Nothing to report

Supervisor:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Flint to advice the Register of Deeds, Darla Burghdoff, that the township can accommodate 5-7 county employees in case of an emergency whereby the county courthouse is not available.  Discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.
Clerk:  Hawthorne advised the road tour in Monday, 4/13/09 at 1:00 p.m., and that a test dust control spray will be done on this date also at Barry County Expo.  Discussion.  

Treasurer:  Nothing to report

Trustees:  Hanshaw states he is glad to see all the public participation and notes the township will do the best they can for its residents.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Dust Control:  Hawthorne states that 23 residents have responded regarding dust control and Sandra Freese has volunteered to pay for a test dust control spray on her road frontage.  

911 Service Plan:  Carr explains that after speaking with the MTA regarding their representative on the 911 Administrative Board, they agreed that there is a problem but would prefer to change it later due to time constraints.  Hanshaw feels the MTA should have noticed the conflict and he and Lee feel that the 911 plan should be changed - not the MTA by-laws.
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Rutland Township Board Meeting

April 8, 2009

Motion by Greenfield, second by Lee to not approve the revised 911 service plan due to the MTA by-laws conflict.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Janitorial Services for Township Hall:  Carr advised an ad was placed in the newspaper but only two bids were received. Discussion.  Board members prefer to employ Mr. Hallifax as they are familiar with his work.

Motion by Lee, second by Hanshaw to propose that Hallifax Services reduce their bid by $5.00 to $45.00 to match the lower bid of Key Cleaning, and if he does not the township will contract with Key Cleaning.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Rezoning of Property:  Carr explains the property is located in Section 14 and was rezoned in error.

Motion by Flint, second by Hawthorne to adopt Resolution #2009-104 authorizing the Planning Commission to begin the rezone process for Parcel No. 08-13-014-031-00 (2.8 acres) from Mixed Use District to Residential Single Family.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
2009 Road Resolution:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Bellmore to adopt Resolution #2009-105 approving road work in the amount of $75,000.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Yes:  Flint, Bellmore, Hanshaw, Carr, Hawthorne, Greenfield.   No:  Lee.  Motion carried.

Library Millage Ballot Language:  Librarian Evelyn Holzwarth explains the reason for the two ballot language options provided by the township's attorney and notes the library is paying the legal costs to develop the language.  

Motion by Greenfield, second by Hanshaw to approve and adopt Resolution #2009-104 107- Question (option) #1 - as the Library Millage ballot language for the August ballot.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

FEMA Resolutions:  Hawthorne explains the township received the information Monday and postponing action could cause denial of housing loans by mortgage companies.  The first resolution continues the township's participation in FEMA's national flood insurance program

and the second issue is an ordinance to amend the state construction code ordinance to address floodplain provisions.

Motion by Hawthorne, second by Greenfield to adopt Resolution #2009-108 with some changes to floodplain maps and property descriptions.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Flint, second by Hanshaw to accept Ordinance #2009-134 for first reading.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
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Rutland Township Board Meeting

April 8, 2009

Wastewater Discussion:  Carr explains that at Hanshaw's request, representatives from all entities (county, city, township, hospital, Southwest Barry Sewer) are present.  Hanshaw explains he does not want others to make decisions that affect Rutland Township.  Hanshaw asks several questions of City Manager Jeff Mansfield regarding technicalities of extending city sewer and water to the hospital's new location as well as the treatment plants' current capacity.  Mansfield clarified that although the city will not build or pay for any sewer line installations, acceptance of effluent from the proposed hospital location or Algonquin Lake would require an engineering study.  

Mansfield states that under no circumstances would an extended sewer/water line be "dedicated" to a specific parcel and other properties along the route would be able to hook up to the system.  Ownership of any extension would also remain with the township.  Mansfield also notes that the city sewer extension to Thornapple Manor is a dedicated line for the Manor and Central Dispatch properties.  However, the sewer extension to J-Ad Graphics is a private line.  Discussion of the proposed hotel location.  Mansfield advised the city has agreed to provide public services to this property.  

Mark Doster states that Southwest Barry Sewer can provide sewer service to the hospital, Podunk Lake, Thornapple Valley Church and any other parcels along the 9.2 mile proposed route, but a study would be necessary to determine if the plant's capacity can accomodate Algonquin Lake properties.  Hanshaw feels the service area of Southwest Barry Sewer is much greater than the city's and the Township Board needs to make a decision now.

Board concerns about necessary approvals from the four townships (Hope, Johnstown, Prairieville, Barry) currently involved in the Southwest Barry Sewer system were reviewed.

Motion by Lee, second by Hanshaw to grant an easement to Southwest Barry County Sewer and Water Authority to install a sewer line to property located on the corner of M-37/43.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Yes:  Flint, Lee, Greenfield, Hawthorne, Bellmore, Hanshaw.   No:  Carr.  Motion carried.
Open Comments:  Rick Mason advised he has signatures of 60% of Podunk Lake residents (and land mass).

Meeting adjourned at 9:14 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary
Approved 5/13/2009

MINUTES OF SPECIAL RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - APRIL 21, 2009
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Hanshaw, Lee, Carr, Bellmore
Members Absent:  None
Also Present:  Jody & Beanie Hartwell, Mark Doster, Jim Wincek, Rick Brown, Brad Carpenter, John Lenz, Tom Gibbons, Cheryl Lewis Blake, Jack Fox, Mary Cotant, Dean Rose, Bill Redman, John Viana, Jack Miner, Rick Mason, Rick Moore, Jim Brown, Mike Callton, Joe & Barb Lyons, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Greenfield, second by Hawthorne to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:   None

Open Comments:    Rick Brown from Podunk Lake advised that resurfacing of his road has changed the drainage which causes flooding in his yard.  Carr inquired if the Road Commission had been there and Brown replied not to his knowledge.  Carr will contact Brad Lamberg at the Road Commission about the problem.

Brad Carpenter, Carlton Township Supervisor, asked to address the Board under the New Business item.  Lee voiced his opposition in that Carpenter is not a resident of the township.

Brad Carpenter reads a statement from the Joint Planning Commission regarding events of their meeting on Monday.  He questions whether the Township Board represents everyone in Rutland Township and states that growth will occur around the new hospital and a public water supply will be necessary.  

Lee responds he is representing the residents that are present at meetings and not the "silent majority".  

Barb Lyons thanks the board for being open and listening to residents.  She is concerned that the hospital and other potential developments have been waiting five years for the JPC to complete their project.  She states she is offended by Jim Brown's remarks about "hot heads" at the Rutland meetings.  

Jim Brown, Hastings Township Supervisor, reads a letter that was published in The Banner (attached), noting that Carlton and Hastings townships are committed to obtaining a sewer extension from the city.

Hanshaw states that townships do not belong to elected officials - they belong to the residents and that is whom the decisions are made for.  
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April 21, 2009

John Lenz warns the board to proceed carefully unless township residents don't care if the M-37 corridor "explodes" like it did in Caledonia.

Tom Gibbons of Podunk Lake states he is concerned about water quality and feels that a sewer line around the lake would be a blessing.

Rick Moore states this is a very emotional issue and thanks the Board for their demeanor.  Mr. Moore spoke with Jeff Mansfield and indicated that he doesn't understand why we can't have both sewer systems extended.

Minutes:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to approve the April 8, 2009 minutes with one correction:  Page 2 (library millage) - Motion by ….Resolution #2009-107, Question…  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:   Carr advises he did not tell the township's attorney to "sit on" the SWBC resolution but merely told him to wait until the appropriate time to give his opinion.  This was simply a cost cutting action.

Clerk:  Nothing to report  
Treasurer:  Nothing to report

Trustees:   Lee asked about the janitorial bid and Hawthorne advised Mr. Hallifax has reduced his bid amount.

Bellmore asked about the Zoning Administrator's annual report to the Board.  Members advise they appreciate the report but didn't feel any action was necessary.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Ordinance #2009-134:  Carr explains this ordinance designates an enforcement officer to regulate flood hazard areas.  Lee asks for clarification of the process and Carr responds.

Motion by Lee, second by Flint to accept Ordinance #2009-134 for second reading and adoption.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Southwest Barry Sewer (SWBC) Resolution:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to call a 10 minute recess so board members can read a letter from the township's attorney.


(meeting reconvened at 8:15 p.m.)

Carr indicates that the attorney's letter is marked confidential and subject to attorney/client privilege, but he has decided not to exercise the option of a closed session.  Carr explains the resolution is a commitment to enter into an agreement with SWBC to provide sewer service to the hospital property.  
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Motion by Lee, second by Hanshaw to adopt the Southwest Barry County Sewer resolution to enter into a contractual agreement with SWBC to provide sewer service to the hospital property 

at M-37/43.  Discussion.  (no vote taken - motion restated)

Bellmore feels the Board needs to review the matter further and wants to know if the hospital plans to recover some of its costs when others along the route hook up to the sewer.  Jim Wincek, hospital representative, states the decision to recoup costs would be made by the township as owner of the sewer line.  

Mark Doster, Southwest Barry Sewer Administrator, requests the Board adopt an agreement between SWBC and the township to provide services, advising another agreement between the hospital and township would be provided at a later time.  He is also asking that the Board address an ordinance which could be amended later, if necessary, for Podunk Lake residents to hook up to the system.  

Carr reads the attorney's opinion that the township not enter into an agreement with SWBC at this time due to several missing "pieces" of same.

Cheryl Lewis Blake, Pennock Hospital CEO, states she was told by Hastings City to work with the township and emphasized she does not want to campaign for one or the other.

Lee states he spoke with the township attorney at length and expressed his frustration with this time consuming process.  Lee advised that due to the city's resistance to provide sewer service, he wants to proceed with SWBC's proposal and provide the hospital with what they need.

Hawthorne feels the attorney's letter should be sent to the city who then can decline or approve providing services.  Lee states the city has been given this opportunity.  Greenfield wants to send a letter to the city and remove Option #3 (obtain sewer from SWBC).  She feels that extending sewer and water service to the hospital from the city would be the ideal situation.  Lee reads a letter regarding the township's master plan.

Doster states the hospital has not requested public water as they have put in three test wells which have shown sufficient capacity.

Flint would prefer the attorney review the documents carefully before making a decision.  Hanshaw does not want to send a letter to the city as they have had 18 months to review a proposal from the hospital.

Joe Lyons notes that if the city is given 30 more days, SWBC may remove their option.

Beanie Hartwell questions a letter dated March 16, 2009 to the city.

Rick Mason asks if all board members were aware of this letter sent to the city and Carr responds they were not.
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Barb Lyons asks why the township wants to give the city another 30 days to respond.  Greenfield reiterates the proposal that the city provide sewer and water to the hospital.

Lee states the township owes the hospital an agreement with SWBC so they can move forward.

Motion by Lee, second by Hanshaw to adopt a Resolution for SWBC to extend sewer service to the hospital property pursuant to review by the township attorney by May 13, 2009.  Roll call vote.  Yes:  Flint, Lee, Hanshaw.    No:  Greenfield, Carr, Bellmore, Hawthorne.   Motion fails.

Motion by Hawthorne, second by Greenfield to reintroduce the Resolution on May 13, 2009 with the township attorney present to provide recommendations and answer questions.  Roll call vote.

Yes:  Flint, Greenfield, Carr, Hawthorne, Hanshaw, Bellmore.  No:  Lee    Motion carried.
Open Comments:  Mark Doster asks if he can obtain a copy of the attorney's letter and Carr replied yes.  Bill Redman and John Lenz, Joint Planning Commission members, state the JPC is actively working to obtain services for the hospital.  Beanie Hartwell and Barb Lyons are disappointed with their Board for holding up the hospital's construction, stating they are too concerned with the JPC.  Rick Brown inquired if high speed internet might be installed in conjunction with a sewer line.  Jim Wincek clarified that a final decision will be made by the township on May 13th and Carr replied yes.

Meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 6/10/2009

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - MAY 13, 2009
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Hanshaw, Lee, Carr, Bellmore
Members Absent:  None
Also Present:  Larry Haywood, Mark Doster, Jim Wincek, Mr. & Mrs. Fehsenfeld, Rick Brown, Cheryl Lewis Blake, Jack Fox, Craig Rolfe, John Viana, Rick Moore, Jim Brown, Mike Callton, Joe Lyons, Craig Stolsonburg, Barb Lyons, Sandra Freese, Dale Cappon, Audrey Deming, Dick Deming, John Warren, Gary Moore, Jean Gallup, Rose Brooks, Larry Watson, David Tossava, Pat Doezema, Jim White, Ken Colburn, Jody Hartwell, Susan Pennington, Jim Tolsma, Robina Hartwell, Liz Miller, Walt Miller, Pat Sharpe, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Flint, second by Greenfield to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:   None

Open Comments:   Larry Haywood, Planning Commission Chairman, urges the Board to take their time and consider the SWBC proposal carefully.

Jim Brown, Joint Planning Commission member, property owner and Hastings Township Supervisor, states the JPC cares deeply about the citizens of Rutland Township and emphasizes that tonight's decision is all about planning.  He is proud of the work the JPC has accomplished for community planning and successful growth, and advised they are in the process of amending the Urban Services Agreement and JPC to allow the city to provide public services. 

Cheryl Lewis Blake, Pennock Hospital CEO, states the hospital welcomes the opportunity to work with the township to maximize community benefits.  She states that Mark Doster has advised the hospital that the proposed SWBC sewer extension to the hospital property is not possible during this construction year.  Therefore, there is no pressure from the hospital for the Board to make a decision tonight.  

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Greenfield, second by Bellmore to approve the consent agenda with removal of attorney invoices for discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:   Carr advised of the 911 Service Plan public hearing on 8/11/09, stating that no action is required by the Board.  

Clerk:  Hawthorne advised of a letter received from the 7th Day Adventist Church stating they will be doing missionary work in the township.  She states that dust control will be applied to township roads on June 4th and 5th.    
Treasurer:  None
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Trustees:  Hanshaw recaps meetings regarding the extension of SWBC sewer and states the Board cannot let emotions dictate tonight's decision.  He advised the city did not approach the hospital and indicate an interest in providing services, and stresses there is no "agreement" with the city for urban services or an overlay district.  Therefore, the Board should not base a decision on something that doesn't exist.  (Hanshaw reads excerpt from a letter which is attached.)

Hanshaw states the Township Board is divided about a "plan" that isn't in place due to procrastination by the city.  He advises of a court order that states the city must provide sewer services up to Tanner Lake Road.  He feels the SWBC could service more residents than the city and the city would require a "425 agreement" which essentially is annexation.  Since Pennock Hospital would pay for the 9 mile sewer extension, Hanshaw feels it is the right decision for the township to enter into an agreement with SWBC.

Hanshaw brings up the subject of a possible conflict of interest of Township Clerk Robin Hawthorne who owns property that would benefit (increase in value) from a decision to obtain water and sewer from the city.  He asks that Hawthorne abstain from tonight's vote.

John Viana asks if the city has indicated they will not provide services to the hospital.  Carr states that no letter to that effect has been received.  Discussion of property value increases.

John Fehsenfeld feels the township should wait until the city makes a decision.  

Hanshaw reiterates that the SWBC can provide a service to the entire township and the city cannot.

Jody Hartwell states that Carlton Township has entered into an agreement with the city to provide sewer to Leach and Middle Lakes.

Rick Brown urges the Board to accept the SWBC proposal.

Pat Sharpe clarifies that the Urban Services Agreement is not in effect, although joint planning has been "accepted" by the county.  He also feels that Hawthorne should not abstain from voting.

Jim Tolsma inquires about the SWBC sewer system and Mark Doster explains how it works.

Rick Moore feels the township should pursue both options for sewer, stating the SWBC could provide for the hospital and Podunk Lake and the city provide services for Algonquin Lake.

John Fehsenfeld feels the Board should postpone any action at this time.

Robina Hartwell inquired about a letter to the city and Carr advises the City Council has voted to increase the boundary of the urban services district.  

John Warren advises of JPC activities/status.

Page 3



Rutland Township Board Minutes
May 13, 2009

Trustee Rob Lee and Township Attorney Craig Rolfe converse about Lee's decision to read a letter written to him from Rolfe and whether attorney/client privilege should be invoked.  Ultimately Lee reads the letter (attached) in its entirety as well as a response to Rolfe from Lee's attorney, Brad Gee (attached).  Lee asks if the letter from Rolfe to him was approved by the township, and states he wants the legal fees for this correspondence removed from Rolfe's invoices.  Lee feels that Clerk Hawthorne is interacting with the attorney and it should be Supervisor Carr who converses with Mr. Rolfe.  Lee states that the Board should not be divided based on hearsay.  

Flint, Bellmore and Greenfield are hopeful that this issue can be overcome.  Greenfield states there is no reason for the Board to rush into a decision on the sewer extension and perhaps a simple water and sewer agreement with the city can be accomplished.  Hawthorne states that all board members can voice opinions without incurring any animosity.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Sewer Discussion & Resolution/Agreement:  Attorney Rolfe states it is his responsibility as township attorney to advise the Board of any legal implications regarding any decision before the Board, but he cannot make policy decisions for the Board.  He explains that although the hospital's request to obtain public utilities was reasonable, there is no legal requirement for the township to take action on such a request.  Rolfe feels that the SWBC service agreement is not clear enough and notes that prior decisions on the Master Plan, joint planning and urban services reflect specific goals and objectives of the Township Board and do not concur with the SWBC proposal.

Mr. Rolfe reviewed letters from the township to the city inquiring about providing utilities to the hospital and he understands why the city is confused about the township's intent and direction.  He notes that Jeff Mansfield's recent response has provided details he was not aware of.  Mr. Rolfe reads excerpts from memorandums dated 4/22/09 and 5/8/09, and minutes of the Joint Planning Commission dated 4/29/09.  

Attorney Jim White, counsel for SWBC, advised he understands the issues with the agreement that he drafted, noting that other areas of the township could be serviced with township approval and if the capacity exists.  The agreement does not state the township will provides funds to "reserve" capacity, and there are no mandatory connections along the line.  Discussion of a "first come, first served" basis.  Attorney Rolfe expresses his concern that other properties/lakes may request sewer and the treatment plant's capacity will be diminished. 

Flint feels the urban services agreement seems to be a conceptual at this time in spite of five years of hard work.

Greenfield states only sewer and water is needed in Rutland and not fire, police, trash, snow removal, street lights, etc. 

Bellmore feels residents need to know what it will cost to provide sewer services.  
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Attorney Rolfe feels a feasibility study is necessary.

Hawthorne states the Board needs to decide if she should vote on the issue.  Attorney Rolfe's opinion is there is no conflict of interest and, as a Charter Township, all members are required to vote.  

Motion by Hanshaw, second by Lee to hold a workshop on Thursday, June 4, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. with the Board and legal counsel (Jim White and Craig Rolfe) to discuss the SWBC proposal to extend a sewer line to the Pennock Hospital property.  Discussion.  Hawthorne requests that sewer costs be provided.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Carr to postpone action on the agreement.  Discussion.   Motion withdrawn.

Discussion of attorney fees.

Motion by Carr, second by Lee to approve payment of attorney invoices with removal of a charge of $195 (4/22) and $115 (4/22).  Hawthorne states the check has been prepared and will remove $310 from the next invoice.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.  

NEW BUSINESS

Ordinance #2009-135:  Carr explains the rezoning request.  Discussion.  

Motion by Hanshaw, second by Lee to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission and accept Ordinance #2009-135 for first reading with four minor corrections.  Roll call vote.

Motion carried unanimously.

Open Comments:  Rick Brown thanks the Board for their assistance with a road problem.  

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 6/10/2009

MINUTES OF SPECIAL RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING/WORKSHOP - JUNE 4, 2009

Supervisor Carr called the Special Board meeting/workshop to order at 6:00 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Hanshaw, Lee, Carr, Bellmore

Members Absent:  None

Also Present:  Jody Hartwell, Mark Doster, Jim Wincek, Jim Brown, Joe Lyons, Larry Haywood, Sandra Freese, Attorney Craig Rolfe, Attorney Jim White

Sewer Discussion/Workshop

Question and answer session was held in regards to potential sewer from either Southwest Barry County Sewer or City of Hastings for the proposed Pennock Hospital.  In depth discussion was held with input from Township Attorney Craig Rolfe, as well as, Mark Doster and Attorney Jim White, representing SWBCS.  Representatives from Fleis and Vandenbrink Engineering were also present and answered questions relating to the sewer systems and their capabilities.  
Motion by Flint, second by Lee to instruct our Attorney to proceed with discussions with SWBCS or their legal representation referencing the M-43 sewer extension agreement.  Roll call vote.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to adjourn at 9:38p.m.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Respectfully submitted,

Robin Hawthorne, Clerk
Rutland Charter Township

Approved 7/8/2009

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - JUNE 10, 2009
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Hanshaw, Lee, Carr, Bellmore
Members Absent:  None
Also Present:  Elizabeth Holzwarth, Ruth Hill, Ken Smith, Jim White, Dean Rose, Beanie Hartwell, Jody Hartwell, Sandra Freese, Jean Gallup, Roland Lewis, John Viana, Joe Lyons, Mark Doster, Jim Wincek, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Flint, second by Lee to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:   Jeff Rood from Siegfried & Crandall presented the 2008 audit and states the township is in great shape given the challenging economic times with total assets of $1.5 million.

Evelyn Holzwarth, Hastings librarian, presents a "Library Movie" about the services provided at the library (summer reading program, children's section and a teen program with its own advisory board).  Ruth Hill, Library Board member, reviewed the millage renewal proposal on the August 4th ballot and asks for volunteers to "canvass" the township and promote the millage request.

Ken Smith, Library Board member, notes that 43% of the library's revenue comes from Hastings and Rutland Townships.  Discussion of millage language. 

Open Comments:  Jim Brown, Hastings Township Supervisor, notes that the library millage was the first millage ever in his township.  Regarding the SWBC sewer extension, Mr. Brown read a list of questions which is attached in its entirety.   

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Lee to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:   nothing to report

Clerk:  nothing to report

Treasurer:  nothing to report

Trustees:  nothing to report
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Second Reading of Ord. #2009-135:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Flint to accept Ordinance #2009-135 which rezones a parcel from Mixed Use to R-1, for second reading and adoption.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Resolution/Agreement on M-43 Sewer Extension:   SWBC attorney Jim White advised the Board he spoke with Mr. Rolfe and revised the agreement.  White proceeds to review the changes which clarified several issues and made specific reference to the service area, statutory authority and payment for sewer capacity which is derived from connection fees and not the township's general fund.  These monies would be held by the Sewer Authority in designated accounts.  

White advised that 300 REU's (residential equivalent units) would be held in reserve and allocated for Rutland Township of which the hospital would require 250 units.  It was noted that the existing pipe capacity is regulated by the original four townships (Hope, Barry, Johnstown and Prairieville).  White states that construction, financing and treatment plant agreements, easement acquisition and payment structures for legal costs will be required prior to this agreement becoming effective.

Lee states he is happy to see an agreement.  Hawthorne asks Jim Wincek when the hospital board will create a timeline and begin paying for construction.  White explains that funding that funding has to be in place before construction begins.  Hanshaw asks if Podunk Lake could hook up to the system prior to the hospital.  Mark Doster states this is an issue to be resolved by the engineers because reduced septage amounts can pose problems.  Bellmore inquires whether the costs would increase if the hospital backs out and Carr inquires about a timeline for executing the contract(s).  Discussion of partnering pipe installation with Barry County Telephone.  

It was clarified that SWBC fees would include the legal costs of establishing a special assessment district.  Discussion of whether the township's engineer would need to be consulted/involved.  Hawthorne confirmed that legal fees for the township's attorney would be paid the SWBC.  

Motion by Hanshaw, second by Lee to accept the Resolution approving the M-43 Sewer Extension Agreement subject to inclusion of a revised service district map.  Discussion.  Carr emphasized the township attorney's letter which warns that there may be legal issues if the township does not follow policies outlined in its Master Plan and the Joint Planning Agreement's commitments to neighboring townships and the county.  Roll call vote.  YES:  Lee, Hanshaw, Flint, Greenfield, Bellmore.  NO:  Carr, Hawthorne.   Motion carried.
Hanshaw thanks Mark Doster for his dedication, patience and persistence in this matter.
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NEW BUSINESS

MTA Board of Director Election:  Carr reviews the candidates and recommends Mr. Hilton.

Consensus of the Board to nominate Mr. Hilton.

TNT Fireworks Permit:  Board agrees to allow TNT Fireworks to sell fireworks in the 

Wal-Mart parking lot.

MTA's Principals of Governance Certificate:  Board agrees to adopt and sign the certificate which states the township will maintain the highest standards and traditions of Michigan townships.

Open Comments:   Discussion with Mr. Small and Beanie Hartwell safety issues on Quimby Road.  Carr states the Board will request monetary assistance from the county and a right-of-way from a resident.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:54 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 8/12/2009

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - JULY 8, 2009
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Hanshaw, Lee, Carr, Bellmore
Members Absent:  None
Also Present:  Pat Sharpe, John Viana, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Lee, second by Hanshaw to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  Pat Sharpe thanks the board for supporting the Algonquin Lake fireworks show, and indicates he hopes the library millage succeeds.  Sharpe briefly discussed the weed program. 

Open Comments:  None

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Flint, second by Greenfield to approve the consent agenda with the removal of "attorney invoices" as requested by Lee.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:   Carr advised he recommends that Larry Haywood and Bev Warren be reappointed to the Planning Commission.  He also advised that the ZBA can only have one board member and suggests that the alternate, Marlin Walters, be moved to a regular member of the ZBA and Bill Hanshaw appointed as one of the alternates.  Discussion.

Reappoint Planning Commission Members:  Motion by Flint, second by Bellmore to reappoint Larry Haywood and Beverly Warren to the Planning Commission for a three year term.  Motion carried unanimously.
Lee asks to see the Enabling Act.  Discussion.  Hanshaw indicates he is willing to serve as an alternate member of the ZBA.

Reappoint ZBA Members:  Motion by Flint, second by Lee to reappoint Larry Haywood and appoint Marlin Walters to the ZBA for a three year term, and appoint Bill Hanshaw as an alternate member on the ZBA.  Motion carried unanimously.

Carr states that an Algonquin Lake resident is appealing the special assessment district for weed treatment to the Tax Tribunal.  Carr has determined that the township's legal costs cannot be paid from the general fund and must be paid from weed assessment monies.  Discussion.  Pat Sharpe and John Viana, lake residents, concur.

Clerk:  (The above information answers Lee's questions about attorney invoices.)  Hawthorne advised that an election will be held in August for the library millage renewal.

Treasurer:  Greenfield states the summer tax bills were mailed in June.
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Trustees:  nothing to report

Unfinished Business:  None  

NEW BUSINESS

Library Agreement:  Carr explains this agreement cannot be adopted until after the August millage election, but advised both agreements govern the same issues.  Greenfield suggests accepting one document.  Discussion.  Hawthorne states that the document should include an "ending date" and not automatically renew itself.

Motion by Greenfield, second by Hanshaw to take the necessary steps to rename the library agreement as follows:  Joint Library Board Agreement and Service Contract.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Reconciling Planning Commission & ZBA Members:  Hawthorne explains requirements of the Zoning Enabling Act to stagger terms of office to August 1st.  Discussion. 

Motion by Carr, second by Hanshaw to postpone a resolution to reconcile terms of office with state law until the August board meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.
Open Comments:   None

Meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 9/9/2009

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - AUGUST 12, 2009
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Greenfield, Hanshaw, Lee, Carr, Bellmore
Members Absent:  Hawthorne
Also Present:  Patti Walton, Bannon Backhus, Dar Leaf, Eleanor Holzwarth, Joe Lyons, 

Pat Sharpe, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Flint to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  Sheriff Dar Leaf presents his annual report and highlights a new record management system, the addition of a second K-9 unit and crime statistics.

Librarian Evelyn Holzwarth thanks the Board for supporting the millage and states the staff is thankful for the security this funding provides.

Open Comments:  Commissioner Joe Lyons states a millage renewal for Charlton Park will be on the ballot in May 2010, and the cost will be paid from park funds.

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Greenfield, second by Flint to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:   Carr recommends the appointment of Patty Hard as an alternate ZBA member.  Greenfield concurs and remaining members have no objection.

Clerk:  not present

Treasurer:  nothing to report

Trustees:  nothing to report

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Resolution #2009-110:  Motion  by Flint, second by Bellmore to accept Resolution #2009-110 to reconcile Planning Commission terms of office with a new state law.  Roll call vote (Hawthorne absent).  Motion carried unanimously.

Resolution #2009-111:  Motion by Bellmore, second by Greenfield to accept Resolution 

#2009-111 to reconcile Zoning Board of Appeal terms of office with a new state law.

Roll call vote (Hawthorne absent).  Motion carried unanimously.
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NEW BUSINESS

Disposal of Surplus Property:  Greenfield explains that most of the surplus is outdated equipment.

Motion by Carr, second by Lee to appoint the Treasurer to set a value on each item.  Motion carried unanimously.

Hall Expansion:  Discussion of the cost for an addition to the building to create another precinct, as required by state law.  Carr notes the township does not qualify for grants due to its median income level.  Discussion.

Motion by Greenfield, second by Flint to postpone any action until the September meeting.  

Motion carried unanimously.
Ordinance #2009-136:  Motion by Flint, second by Hanshaw to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission to rezone Parcel #08-13-035-005-20 from AG to RE and accept Ordinance #2009-136 for first reading.  Roll call vote (Hawthorne absent).  Motion carried unanimously.
Open Comments:   None

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 10/14/2009

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - SEPTEMBER 9, 2009
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Greenfield, Hanshaw, Lee, Carr, Bellmore, Hawthorne
Members Absent:  none
Also Present:  Bannon Backhus, Sandra Freeze, Pat Sharpe, Jody Hartwell, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Flint, second by Greenfield to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  None

Open Comments:  Pat Sharpe confirms that the Algonquin Lake weed assessment will appear on the December tax bills.  

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Lee to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:   Carr advised that Marlin Walters is moving from the area and resigning his positions on the Fire Board, Zoning Board and JPC effective 9/15/09.   Carr states he has asked Patty Hard to be a regular member, rather than alternate, on the ZBA and will need to appoint an alternate as well as replacing Walters on the above mentioned three boards.  

Carr refers to a letter dated 8/21/09 from Attorney Rolfe addressing the request for a non-public township board educational conference.  Members discussed using an outside moderator to avoid a conflict of interest with the Open Meetings Act.  Hanshaw states the issue to be addressed is clarification of job descriptions, duties and responsibilities of board members.  Greenfield states she would be comfortable doing this in an open meeting setting - Hawthorne and Bellmore concur.  Discussion.  Carr advised in spite of the attorney's opinion, this issue is a Board decision.

Motion by Hanshaw, second by Lee to hold an educational conference of the Township Board with an MTA speaker serving as moderator.  Discussion.  Lee states he supports Hanshaw's request as he would for any other board member who may be uncomfortable with a public hearing. Greenfield clarifies the wording of the motion.  Roll call vote:  YES:  Lee, Flint, Hanshaw    NO:  Greenfield, Carr, Hawthorne, Bellmore.  Motion fails.  

Carr made a couple of suggestions for other ways to avoid an open meeting.

Clerk:  Hawthorne states that a resident requested and was provided with a preliminary petition for public sewer on Algonquin Lake.  Discussion.  She notes that she will be attending a conference regarding lake improvement assessment districts in the near future.

Treasurer:  Greenfield will conduct an equipment inventory after summer taxes are completed.
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Trustees:  Bellmore inquired about the Southwest Barry County Sewer extension and Carr advised he has heard nothing further.

Flint comments that the dust control program has been very successful

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Township Hall Expansion:  Hawthorne advised that the front office space of the hall is not quite large enough to accommodate an additional precinct.  Discussion of using the Algonquin Lake Lodge.  Pat Sharpe will make inquiries and requests the township send a letter to the Lake Association.
Resolution #2009-136 (Rezoning Request):  Motion by  Hanshaw, second by Flint to accept Ordinance #2009-136 for second reading and adoption.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Resolution #2009-112 (Master Plan Amendment):   Discussion.  Motion by Bellmore, second by Flint to accept Resolution #2009-112 as legally noticed.  Roll call vote.  YES:  Greenfield, Carr, Hawthorne, Flint, Bellmore.  NO:  Hanshaw, Lee.    Motion carried.
Open Comments:   Pat Sharpe inquires about the timeline for splitting the voting precinct.  Hawthorne responds this will be necessary in 2010 or 2011.

Meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 11/11/2009

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - OCTOBER 14, 2009
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Greenfield, Hanshaw, Lee, Carr, Bellmore, Hawthorne
Members Absent:  none
Also Present:  Bannon Backhus, Sandra Freese, Pat Sharpe, Josie Keel, Jason Broekstra, Donna Mathews, Dale Svihl, John Viana, Mike Moyle, Gary Moore, Ken Smith, Mike Dimond,

Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Flint, second by Greenfield to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  Jason Broekstra of Professional Lake Management states the weed treatment program on Algonquin Lake was a success, although he has no report yet on the water quality.

Open Comments:  Pat Sharpe comments on the weed control program.

Ken Smith thanks the Board for their support of the library millage.

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Hawthorne, second by Flint to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:   Carr advised he is still looking for an alternate ZBA member, and that a timeline for the Pennock Hospital sewer extension has been prepared by Southwest Barry Sewer Manager Mark Doster.

Clerk:  Hawthorne states that Census Bureau representatives were at the MTA meeting and provided a brochure that will be sent to residents.  Also that a $3,000 grant has been received to improve the hall's back entrance.  

Treasurer:  Greenfield advised the township's surplus equipment will be sold on October 26-28, and stresses it is important for residents to complete the census questionnaire.

Trustees:  Lee states that Don Geuke, President of the Fairgrounds Board, believes that renting the Expo Center for elections would work.  Discussion of the Algonquin Lake Lodge for the same purpose.  


      (Board meeting closed and public hearing of the 2010 budget opened.)

2010 Township Budget Public Hearing:  Carr advised the budget must be adopted in December.  Lee questioned the allocation for an attorney.  Carr explained the amount is necessary due to pending lawsuits.  Hanshaw inquired about the cable TV franchise revenue and was advised it has to do with the township giving various utilities permission to use right of ways.  Discussion of postage costs.  Carr states he must reinstate the full millage amount for Fire Services.


     (Budget hearing closed and Board Meeting reconvened.)
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Unfinished Business:   None
NEW BUSINESS
Algonquin Lake Weed Assessment:  Greenfield states the redetermination of the cost of weed control is the same as last year.  

Motion by Greenfield, second by Hanshaw to accept Resolution #2009-113 to approve the redetermination of costs for the 2009 special assessment district for the Algonquin Lake weed abatement program.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Sexton Contract:  Mr. Hallifax will provide his services for the same cost as last year.  Hanshaw asked if the cemetery ordinance is being followed.  Hallifax responds not always but due to the "grandfather clause", it is difficult to preclude gravesite memorials.

Motion by Lee, second by Flint to continue sexton services with Hallifax Services.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Land Purchase Agreement:  Developer Mike Moyle has offered to pay $200,000 for 2.9 acres for a Comfort Inn Suites hotel.  Lee inquired about a construction timeline and Mr. Moyle states he anticipates completion in late 2010.  Members discussed whether the property should be reappraised.  

Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to accept the Purchase Agreement with Mr. Moyle to be reviewed by the Township Board after a period of one year (11/1/2010).  Roll call vote.

Motion carried unanimously.

Library Board Service Agreement:  Motion by Hawthorne, second by Bellmore to accept Resolution #2009-114 approving the Library Service Agreement for a ten year term.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Joint Library Board Agreement:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to accept Resolution #2009-115 approving the Amended and Restated Joint Library Board Agreement.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Cost Recovery Fees:  Greenfield would like the Board to reassess the ordinance and repeal or rescind same since insurance companies and residents refuse to pay the fees.  Discussion.

Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to instruct the Clerk to prepare the proper document to rescind Ordinance #2005-106.  Motion carried unanimously.
Open Comments:   Sandra Freese inquires about budget changes for the Assessor's Department.  Carr explains there was a contractual agreement to provide pension benefits for the assessor many years ago.

Pat Sharpe thanks the Board for their support.
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Meeting adjourned at 8:59 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 12/9/2009

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - NOVEMBER 11, 2009
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Greenfield, Hanshaw, Lee, Carr, Bellmore, Hawthorne
Members Absent:  none
Also Present:  Bannon Backhus, Sandra Freese, Pat Sharpe, John Viana,  Ken Smith, Keith Ferris, Joe Lyons, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Flint to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  Ken Smith, Library Representative, advised that many people use the library's computers in job searches.

Open Comments:  Keith Ferris reserves the right to speak at a later time.

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Greenfield, second by Hanshaw to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:   Carr states he would like to reappoint Ken Smith as the township's library representative and members concur; appoint Larry Haywood as the township's representative on the Joint Planning Committee (members concur); and appoint Gary Lydy as the ZBA alternate (members concur).

Carr briefly reviews conferences he attended and proposed that membership in MTA be discontinued.  He also states that an Algonquin Lake resident withdrew his appeal of the weed assessment to the Tax Tribunal. 

Clerk:  Hawthorne relates that both the Algonquin Lake Lodge and Barry Expo Center have responded with the cost of using their facilities for elections.  Carr reports on the possibility of using a building on the airport property at no cost.  Hawthorne advised the precincts should be split by February of 2011.  

Treasurer:  Greenfield reports that $65 was made from the equipment sale.

Trustees:  None

Unfinished Business:   None
NEW BUSINESS
Budget Resolution #2009-116:  Discussion of monies allotted for legal fees, the assessor's salary and the MTA membership fee.

Motion by Carr, second by Flint to postpone action on Resolution #2009-116.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
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Compensation Resolution #2009-117:  Motion by Flint, second by Hanshaw to accept Resolution #2009-117 which sets 2010 compensation for the Township Board.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Board Meeting Dates Resolution #2009-118:  Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to accept Resolution #2009-118 for 2010 Board Meetings and holiday schedule.  Roll call vote.  Ayes:  Greenfield, Hanshaw, Bellmore, Flint, Hawthorne.  Nays:  Carr, Lee.  Motion carried.
Joint Future Land Use Plan Resolution #2009-119:  Motion by Bellmore, second by Flint to accept Resolution #2009-119 to approve modifications and amendments to the Hastings Area Joint Land Use Plan.  Discussion.  Keith Ferris comments that the Plan makes Rutland Township more desirable to developers and recommends the Board's approval.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Ordinance #2009-137, Repeal of Cost Recovery Ordinance:  Carr feels that Ordinance #2005-106, Cost Recovery Ordinance should remain in effect although realizes it is difficult to enforce.  Discussion.  

Motion by Hanshaw, second by Greenfield to dismiss Ordinance #2009-137 and choose to no longer implement Ordinance #2005-106, Cost Recovery Ordinance at this time.  Roll call vote.  Ayes:  Hanshaw, Lee, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Flint.  Nays:  Carr, Bellmore.  Motion carried.  

Other:  Hawthorne requests and the Board concurs to use the same auditors as last year.

Open Comments:   None

Meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary

Approved 1/13/2010

MINUTES OF REGULAR RUTLAND CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - DECEMBER 9, 2009
Supervisor Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call:  Flint, Greenfield, Lee, Carr, Bellmore, Hawthorne
Members Absent:  Hanshaw
Also Present:  Bannon Backhus, Sandra Freese, Joe Lyons, Judy Milan

Agenda:  Motion by Flint, second by Greenfield to approve the agenda as presented.  

Motion carried unanimously.
Guests:  None

Open Comments:  None

Consent Agenda:  Motion by Greenfield, second by Bellmore to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Zoning Administrator's Year End Report:  Discussion of violations.  Greenfield requests that more information about the ticket resolutions be provided.  

Supervisor:   Carr states that Podunk Lake is setting up a weed assessment district, and suggests the necessary public hearings be held in February.

Carr requests the Board's permission to negotiate sewer service options for the township and explains that a court ordered sewer district is in place.  Greenfield proposes exploring an extension of the existing sewer across Tanner Lake Road.  Lyons feels the focus should be on urban services.  Hawthorne states that negotiations with both providers is necessary since completion of the urban services agreement is a long way off.  Bellmore concurs.  Lee states he asked Mark Doster about the sewer agreement and was advised it is in the hospital's hands.  

Motion by Hawthorne, second by Bellmore to instruct the supervisor to reopen negotiations with the city for public services.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Yes:  Hawthorne, Carr, Bellmore, Flint, Greenfield.   No:  Lee.    Absent:  Hanshaw.  Motion carried.  Carr will advise Southwest Barry Sewer of the Board's decision.

Clerk:  Hawthorne advises the zoning ordinance codification process is complete.

Treasurer:  Nothing to report

Trustees:  Nothing to report
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Resolution #2009-116 (2010 Budget):  The Board reviews changes to various line items.  Discussion of the assessor's salary and benefits.  Carr states it is not possible to recover the cost of previous years benefits.  The Board concurs with a 24 hour work week for the assessor.

Motion by Flint, second by Lee to accept Resolution #2009-116 approving the 2010 Fiscal Year Budget as amended.  Roll call vote.  Yes:  Lee, Flint, Bellmore, Greenfield, Carr, Hawthorne.

Absent:  Hanshaw.  Motion carried.  

New Business:  None
Open Comments:   Lee commends Carr for the way he handled issues with the assessor.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan

Recording Secretary


