Hastings Charter Township
Barry County

Rutland Charter Township
Carlton Township
City of Hastings

Joint Planning Committee

Draft Meeting Minutes

January 19, 2009
Present:  Jasperse, Warren, Brown, Carpenter, Lenz, Walters, Miner, Redman, Mansfield, Carr.
Absent:  Wiswell, McManus, Medendorp.
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 by Chairman Carr.

Carr asked for comment regarding the minutes of the November 17, 2008 and December 15, 2008 meetings of the Joint Planning Committee.  No comment was forwarded.  Motion by Redman, second by Brown to approve the minutes of the November 17, 2008 and December 15, 2008 meetings of the Joint Planning Committee.

Motion carried.

Carr asked for comment regarding the agenda for tonight’s meeting.  Mansfield stated that Wiswell asked that a public comment period be added to the agenda in a position immediately following the approval of the agenda as discussed and agreed to previously by the Joint Planning Committee.  Motion by Warren, second by Jasperse to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting after the addition of a second public comment period per Wiswell’s request.

Motion carried. 

Carr asked for comment from the public.  No comment was forwarded.

Carr asked for updates from those present regarding projects within their respective jurisdictions.  

Warren stated that the San Marco Restaurant project was still moving ahead.  Warren stated that the restaurant had received their liquor license.  Warren stated that the restaurant was having problems with water and would likely have to drill a second well for the fire protection system.


Carr reported McManus had informed him that there was little activity at the County level.  Carr stated that the County would be holding a public hearing to solicit comment regarding the draft Joint Zoning Overlay in February.


Mansfield stated that the City’s Planning Commission would likely be taking action on the draft Joint Zoning Overlay at their February meeting.  Mansfield explained that the Planning Commission wished to consider any feedback from the JPC following the recent joint meeting on December 15th as they further considered the Joint Zoning Overlay.  

Warren asked if Barry County was noticing and holding the public hearing on the Joint Zoning Overlay for all of the jurisdictions.  Carr explained the that County had issued the notice of the intent to plan on behalf of all of the jurisdictions, but each jurisdiction would have to notice and hold their own public hearing on their ordinance to enact the Joint Zoning Overlay.


Mansfield stated that the City had no recent projects under review by the Planning Commission.  Jasperse stated that the Family Fare Food Store had recently opened at the former Plumb’s Food Store site.

Carr introduced discussion regarding the draft Limited Service Agreement (LSA).  Carpenter distributed an outline of the principles underlying the proposed LSA.   Carpenter explained the concepts behind the LSA.  Consensus of the Joint Planning Committee was to support the concepts underlying the LSA, and have the jurisdictions move consideration of the LSA forward.  Mansfield to forward the outline of the concepts underlying the LSA to the City Attorney for review and comment.  Carpenter, Brown, Carr and Mansfield to present the LSA outline to the City Council in the near future and solicit their input regarding the draft LSA.  
Carr introduced discussion regarding the proposal from the Southwest Barry County Sewer and Water Authority (Authority) to provide sanitary sewer services to the Pennock Hospital “Ferris” site.  Carr explained that the Authority proposed to construct a force main from the Ferris site to Cloverdale to connect to the existing sewer system at that location.  Carr stated that the Authority had presented a draft agreement to Rutland Township that would allow the Authority to provide sewer services to the Ferris site.  Carr stated that the Authority had initially proposed a much larger service area (than just the Ferris site), but Carr had required that the service area be restricted to just the Ferris site.
Carr stated that he would be developing a request to the Hastings City Council to provide sewer services to the Ferris site.  Carr stated that he intended to have a draft of such a request ready for review by the JPC at the February, 2009 JPC meeting.  Carr stated that he would ask the JPC to provide comment regarding the Southwest Barry County Sewer and Water Authority proposal and the request to the City to provide sewer services to the Ferris site at the February JPC meeting.   Jasperse asked if the draft request to the City could be distributed in advance of the JPC meeting.  Carr said that he would distribute the request in advance of the meeting.

Carr introduced discussion regarding the multi-jurisdictional application for an environmental site assessment grant from the EPA.  Mansfield explained that the grant application had been submitted, and we could expect to hear regarding award of the grant in April.  Members of the JPC suggested that the JPC identify potential sites where the grant funds could be used to pay for environmental assessment activities.  Mansfield to contact McManus and ask him to provide a list of the brownfield sites complied by the Barry County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority for review by the JPC at the next meeting.

Carr introduced discussion regarding a list of tasks to be completed by the JPC in 2009.  Suggestions for tasks to be added to the list included:
1) Complete the amendment to the Joint Land Use Plan to include Rutland Township and to address any other issues identified by the JPC.

2) Complete adoption of the Joint Zoning Overlay by all of the participating jurisdictions.

3) Complete preparation and adoption of the Urban Services Agreement and Limited Services Agreement.

4) Compile a list of known and potential brownfield sites within the participating jurisdictions.

5) Complete development of the JPC concept plan review process.

Carr asked that the members of the JPC consider additional tasks to be added to the list at future meetings.

Carr introduced consideration of tasks to be accomplished using consultant services in the coming year.  Carr stated that Williams & Works would be completing preparation of the amendments to the Joint Land Use Plan to include Carlton Township under their current service agreement.  Consensus of the JPC members was that no additional services were identified at this time, but such services may be required as the JPC activities moved forward.  Mansfield stated that Williams & Works had submitted an invoice for additional services related to the joint meeting, and two jurisdictions would be receiving invoices for these services while the other three would be paying for the services from fund reserves. 
Carr asked for additional comment from the public.  No public comment was forwarded.  

Carr asked for additional comment from the members of the JPC.  No additional comment was forwarded.

Motion by Jasperse, second by Walters to adjourn at 7:35 p.m.

Motion carried.  

Submitted by:

Jeff Mansfield

Secretary 
Hastings Charter Township
Barry County

Rutland Charter Township
Carlton Township
City of Hastings

Joint Planning Committee

Draft Meeting Minutes

February 16, 2009
Present:  Jasperse, Warren, Brown, Carpenter, Medendorp, Walters, Miner, Redman, Mansfield, Carr.

Absent:  Wiswell, McManus, Lenz.

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Carr.

Carr asked for comment regarding the minutes of the January 19, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee.  No comment was forwarded.  Motion by Jasperse, second by Redman to approve the minutes of the January 19, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee.

Motion carried.

Carr asked for comment regarding the agenda for tonight’s meeting.  No comment was forwarded.  Motion by Jasperse, second by Warren to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting as submitted.

Motion carried. 

Carr asked for comment from the public.  No comment was forwarded.

Carr asked for updates from those present regarding projects within their respective jurisdictions.  

Warren stated that no new projects were currently under review by the Rutland Township Planning Commission.

Mansfield stated that no new projects were currently under review by the City of Hastings Planning Commission.

Miner stated that the Barry County Planning Commission would be holding a public hearing on the Joint Zoning Overlay at their meeting on February 23, 2009.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the status of adoption of the Joint Zoning Overlay in each jurisdiction.  Carr reiterated that the Barry County Planning Commission had scheduled a public hearing to solicit comment regarding the overlay ordinance for their next meeting on February 23, 2009.

Mansfield stated that the City of Hastings Planning Commission had placed consideration of the Joint Zoning Overlay on the agenda for their next meeting on March 2, 2009.   Mansfield stated that he expected that the Planning Commission would set a public hearing to solicit comment on the ordinance for their meeting in April, 2009.  Mansfield stated that the Planning Commission would then consider forwarding the draft ordinance to the City Council for their review and approval.   

Carr stated that Rutland Township had forwarded the draft overlay ordinance to their attorney, and that they were awaiting comments from him at this time regarding the language in the draft ordinance.  Carr stated that he anticipated that the Township would have their attorney’s comments in the near future.

McManus arrived at 6:06 p.m.

Carr introduced discussion regarding the status of the Joint Zoning Overlay.  McManus stated that the County Planning Commission would be holding a public hearing on February 23rd to solicit comment on the County’s ordinance to enact the joint zoning requirements.  McManus explained that he had learned that several County Commissioners were concerned with the language in Section 2108 of the draft ordinance.  McManus stated that the Commissioners were concerned with the limitations on development that the proposed language would impose on property outside of the Joint Planning Area but within the jurisdictional boundaries of the units of government participating in the joint planning effort.  McManus distributed alternate language for Section 2108 of the County’s draft ordinance defining “high density residential development”, “commercial uses”, and “industrial uses”.  After discussion, McManus stated that he would amend the definition of commercial uses to include those greater than 25,000 square feet within a single development, and not allowing the aggregation of multiple commercial buildings in a limited area.  McManus stated that he would also change the language to state that the provisions of the subject section may only be amended with the approval of all the signatories to the Hastings Area Joint Plan.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the status of the Limited Service Agreement and the Urban Services Agreement.   Carpenter reported that he, Carr, and Brown would be presenting the outline for the Limited Services Agreement to the Hastings City Council on February 23rd and asking for comments regarding the agreement.  Carpenter presented a map of the proposed limited service district area.   Carpenter to revise the map based on comments from the members of the JPC for submittal to the JPC for further review and inclusion in the amended Joint Land Use Plan.  

Carr stated that Rutland Township’s attorney was completing his review of the comments developed by Mansfield and Carr relative to the Urban Services Agreement.  Carr stated that Rutland’s attorney was preparing for a meeting with Mansfield, Carr and the City Attorney in the near future.  Carr stated that he believed that Rutland’s attorney would be ready for such a meeting in the near future.

Carr introduced discussion regarding utility service options for Pennock Hospital’s Ferris site.  Carr distributed a list of four options for providing various services to the site.  Carr explained the options he had developed and asked for comment from the members of the JPC.  Carr stated that he would develop a variation of option 3 based on the comments from the members of the JPC for further review by the Rutland Township Board and to serve as the basis for a possible request to the City of Hastings for the provision of services to the site.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the list of work tasks to be completed by the JPC in 2009.  Mansfield explained that the reference to Rutland Township in task 1 should actually be to Carlton Township.  McManus stated that he would have the work included in task 1 ready for consideration by the JPC at the March, 2009 meeting.  No additional comments regarding the work tasks were forwarded.  

Carr asked for additional comment from the public.  


Keith Ferris stated that he was pleased that the municipalities participating in the joint planning effort were considering possible arrangements to provide services to the Ferris site.  Ferris asked the JPC to keep Pennock Hospital involved in the dialogue related to such services.

Carr asked for additional comment from the members of the JPC.  No additional comment was forwarded.

Motion by Medendorp, second by Brown to adjourn at 7:54 p.m.

Motion carried.  

Submitted by:

Jeff Mansfield

Secretary 
Hastings Charter Township
Barry County

Rutland Charter Township
Carlton Township
City of Hastings

Joint Planning Committee

Draft Meeting Minutes

March 16, 2009
Present:  Jasperse, Warren, Brown, Carpenter, Medendorp, Walters, Miner, McManus, Mansfield, Carr.

Absent:  Wiswell, Lenz, Redman.

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Carr.

Carr asked for comment regarding the minutes of the February 16, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee.  No comment was forwarded.  Motion by McManus, second by Medendorp to approve the minutes of the February 16, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee.

Motion carried.

Carr asked for comment regarding the agenda for tonight’s meeting.  No comment was forwarded.  Motion by Warren, second by Brown to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting as submitted.

Motion carried. 

Carr introduced Brenda Bellmore, a Trustee for Rutland Charter Township. 

Miner introduced Chuck Reid, a member of the Barry County Planning Commission.

Carr asked for comment from the public.  No comment was forwarded.

Carr asked for updates from those present regarding projects within their respective jurisdictions.  

McManus reported that no new projects were currently under review by the Barry County Planning Commission.  McManus reported that the M-37 Corridor Committee would be meeting on March 26th at 10:15 a.m.

Mansfield stated that no new projects were currently under review by the City of Hastings Planning Commission.

Warren reported that the Rutland Township Planning Commission would be reviewing the Presbyterian Church site plan at their meeting this coming Monday night.

Carr reported that Rutland Township was again pursuing a liquor license for the proposed San Marcos Restaurant, and that plans for the hotel on M-37 were still under development.    

Carr introduced discussion regarding the status of adoption of the Joint Zoning Overlay in each jurisdiction.  

McManus explained that the Barry County Planning Commission had reviewed a draft ordinance to add Section 2108 Hastings Area Overlay District to the Barry County Zoning Ordinance.  McManus explained that a number of the members of the Barry County Planning Commission and the Barry County Board of Commissioners had issues with the proposed ordinance.  McManus made suggested that Farms, Farm Operations and Greenhouses be deleted from the list of special uses for Tier Two Properties (and allowed as permitted uses in such areas).  McManus suggested a number of changes to the section titled “Competing Zoning Districts Prohibited”.  

Consensus of the JPC was to recommend the following changes to the Section titled “Competing Zoning Districts Prohibited”:


1.  Replace the words “standards and regulations” with “requests for rezonings” in the second sentence in the first paragraph.


2.  Strike the words “of any kind” following the words “commercial or industrial uses” in the second sentence of the first paragraph.


3.  Replace the words “and are expressly prohibited” following the words “of this Article” in the second sentence of the first paragraph with the words “and are prohibited except as set forth elsewhere in this article.”


4.  Replace the words “shall not be” following the words “of this Section” in the second sentence of the third paragraph with the words “may only be”.


5.  Replace the word “without” following the words “such competing uses” in the second sentence of the third paragraph with the word “with”.


6.  Retain the requirement for approval of all the signatories for amendment of the Plan.  


7.  Replace the words “Urban Services Area Agreement” following the words “Hastings Area” in the second sentence of the third paragraph with the words “Joint Plan”. 


8.  Strike the word “Prohibited” in the title of the Section.

Motion by Miner, second by Jasperse to recommend to the Barry County Planning Commission and Board of Commissioners that the Barry County Hastings Area Overlay District be approved following amendments as outlined above.

In favor:  Jasperse, Warren, Brown, Carpenter, Medendorp, Walters, Miner, McManus, Mansfield, Carr.

Opposed:  None.

Absent:  Wiswell, Lenz, Redman.

Motion carried.

Carpenter stated that if Carlton Township needed to have any planning and zoning issues that might impact the Township’s ability to get sewer service to Leach and Middle Lake addressed immediately.  Mansfield stated that the JPC and the jurisdictions participating on the JPC needed to get the Joint Plan amendment formally recognizing Carlton Township and approving the limited service arrangements for Leach and Middle Lakes approved.  Carpenter stated that the MDEQ would not approve the work plan without the Plan amendments and all necessary agreements fully developed and approved by all of the respective bodies.  

Mansfield stated that the City of Hastings Planning Commission had also reviewed a draft amendment to the City’s Zoning Ordinance to implement the Joint Zoning Overlay.  Mansfield explained the City Planning Commission’s related to the Joint Zoning Overlay.  Mansfield stated that the City was reviewing the need to possibly rezone (not just change the designation in the master plan) all of the residential property in the residential areas of the City meeting or exceeding the intensity of the R-1 zoning district to the R-1 classification (in conjunction with creating the R-1 Overlay).  Mansfield stated that this would involve a very large number of properties.  Mansfield stated that the City Planning Commission also asked the staff to make sure that the latest versions of all of the ordinances being considered to implement the Joint Zoning Overlay were consistent with one another.  Mansfield stated that the City Planning Commission also wished to learn of Barry County’s disposition of the Barry County ordinance before finalizing the City’s ordinance.  

Carr distributed a letter requesting the City to consider expansion of the Preliminary Initial Urban Services Area (PIUSA) in the Joint Land Use Plan to include properties on both sides of M-37/M-43 out to and including the Ferris site.  Carr explained that including these areas in the PIUSA would allow properties in that area to request urban services under the proposed Urban Services Agreement.  Carr stated that such services would only be provided according to the terms of the Joint Land Use Plan and the proposed Urban Services Agreement.  

Mansfield suggested that the request for consideration of an amendment to the PIUSA in the Joint Plan be forwarded to all of the entities participating on the Joint Planning Committee.   Carr stated that tonight’s distribution of his letter requesting such a change could be considered as constituting notification to the other jurisdictions.  Several of the JPC members suggested that the request for modification of the PIUSA first be forwarded to the City to determine the City’s position regarding this request.  Mansfield stated that he would present the request to the Hastings City Council at their next regular meeting on Monday, March 23, 2009.  

Carr stated that additional consideration of the list of work tasks to be accomplished by the JPC would be tabled at this meeting, and asked that the Secretary include the list of tasks with the agenda for the next meeting.

McManus presented maps depicting the location of known or suspected brownfields within the jurisdictional boundaries of the municipalities participating on the Joint Planning Committee for information and use by the Committee members.  McManus stated that the maps likely did not contain all of the brownfield sites within these communities.  

Carr asked for additional comments from the public.


Patricia Johns stated that the important work of government takes place at committee meetings such as tonight’s meeting of the Joint Planning Committee.  Johns stated that she appreciated the work of the JPC.


Chuck Reid stated that he was grateful for the opportunity to address the JPC and to participate in consideration of the matters before them.  Carr thanked Reid for his participation in tonight’s conversations, and for taking the time to come to the JPC meeting to learn more about the joint planning and zoning work.

Carr asked for additional comments from the members of the JPC.  


Brown stated that he believed that it was more important for the JPC to address the issues that could prevent or delay Carlton Township from getting sewer service to Leach and Middle Lake than it was to address the possible amendment of the PIUSA in Rutland Township.  Carr stated that both issues were important, but that he was not going to state that one was more important than the other.  


Walters stated that he did not believe that it was a good idea to construct 9.5 miles of sewer force main to serve the Ferris site.  Walters stated that he believed it would be better for the Ferris site to receive services from the City.  

Carr asked for additional comment from the members of the JPC.  No additional comment was forwarded.

Motion by Medendorp, second by Brown to adjourn at 7:54 p.m.

Motion carried.  

Submitted by:

Jeff Mansfield

Secretary 
Hastings Charter Township
Barry County

Rutland Charter Township
Carlton Township
City of Hastings

Joint Planning Committee

Draft Meeting Minutes

April 20, 2009
Present:  Jasperse, Warren, Brown, Carpenter, Medendorp, Walters, Miner, McManus, Mansfield, Lenz, Redman, Carr.

Absent:  Wiswell.

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Carr.

Carr asked for comment regarding the minutes of the March 16, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee.  No comment was forwarded.  Motion by Lenz, second by McManus to approve the minutes of the March 16, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee.

Motion carried.

Motion by Mansfield, second by McManus to receive and place on file the draft minutes of the March 23, 2009 Barry County Planning Commission Meeting, the draft minutes of the April 6, 2009 City of Hastings Planning Commission meeting, and the draft minutes of the March 18, 2009 Rutland Township Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting.

Motion carried.
Carr asked for comment regarding the agenda for tonight’s meeting.  Mansfield asked for an opportunity to provided a comprehensive review the current status of the various documents under consideration by the JPC as an introduction to old business.  Motion by Redman, second by Brown to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting after revision per Mansfield’s request.

Motion carried.  

Carr asked for comment from the public.  No comment was forwarded.

Mansfield distributed a document titled “Current Events Outline” and explained the status of a variety of issues related to work being completed by the JPC.

Carr asked for updates from those present regarding projects within their respective jurisdictions.  

Warren reported that the Rutland Township Planning Commission approved the Presbyterian Church site plan at their last meeting.

McManus reported that no new projects were currently under review by the Barry County Planning Commission.  

Mansfield stated that no new projects were currently under review by the City of Hastings Planning Commission.

Carr reported that the Rutland Township Board of Trustees had agreed to provide an easement to allow the Southwest Barry County Sewer and Water Authority (SBCSWA) to run a sanitary sewer forcemain from the south Township line to the proposed hospital site on the corner of M-43/M-37.  Carr stated that the Rutland Township Board had scheduled a meeting for the evening of April 21, 2009 to consider approving a resolution/agreement to allow SBCSWA to provide sanitary sewer service to sites in Rutland Township.  Carr stated that the resolution/agreement would bind the Township to provide sewer services to the sites through arrangements with SBCSWA.

Carr introduced discussion regarding amendment of the Preliminary Initial Urban Services Area to include the proposed Hospital site.  Carr asked that the request from Rutland Township regarding modification of the Preliminary Initial Urban Services Area (PIUSA) be considered withdrawn.  Carr stated that he had been informed that such a request did not reflect the desires of a majority of the members of the Township Board.  McManus stated that he believed that the JPC should continue to pursue the modification of the PIUSA to include the proposed hospital site.  McManus stated that he believed the Rutland Township was exploring various options at this time for providing sewer and other services to the proposed hospital site.  Brown stated that he agreed.   

Motion by McManus, second by Redman to recommend amendment of the boundaries of the PIUSA to include the proposed hospital site at the corner of M-43 / M-37 as well as properties between the hospital site and the west Hastings City limits with the stipulation that the Rutland Township Board not adopt or approve any contractual agreement with SBCSWA in 2009.   

In favor:  Jasperse, Warren, Brown, Carpenter, Medendorp, Walters, Miner, McManus, Mansfield, Lenz, Redman, Carr.

Opposed:  None.

Absent:  Wiswell.

Motion carried.

Carr introduced discussion regarding amendment of the Joint Land Use Plan to formally include Carlton Township, the limited service arrangements for Leach and Middle Lakes, and the latest boundaries for the Leach Lake/Middle Lake/Hastings Landfill service area/district.  Carpenter distributed maps of the proposed service area/district.  Carpenter explained the location of the proposed service area and district boundaries.  

Motion by Brown, second by McManus to recommend the amendment of the Joint Land Use Plan to specifically allow sanitary sewer service to Carlton Township (and Hastings Township) under a limited service agreement for the Leach Lake / Middle Lake / Hastings Landfill service area, and to include the service area / service district boundaries presented by Carpenter at tonight’s meeting.  

In favor:  Jasperse, Warren, Brown, Carpenter, Medendorp, Walters, Miner, McManus, Mansfield, Lenz, Redman, Carr.

Opposed:  None.

Absent:  Wiswell.

Motion carried.

Carr introduced discussion regarding adoption of ordinances by the various jurisdictions as required to implement the Joint Zoning Overlay.  McManus reported that the Barry County Board of Commissioners had scheduled a joint meeting with the Barry County Planning Commission for April 27, 2008 to consider action related to the Hastings Area Overlay District as amended.   McManus stated that the Commissioners continued to object to the terms included in Section 2108 of the draft ordinance.  McManus stated that he believed that the Commission would adopt the ordinance if Section 2108 were deleted.  McManus stated that he believe that the Commission would elect to delete Section 2108 at their joint meeting on April 27th.  

Motion by Carr, second by Lenz to forward a request to the Barry County Commission inquiring how the Commissioner’s would recommend addressing the concerns expressed by the JPC related to protection of the community.  Carr subsequently withdrew his motion and Lenz withdrew the second.  

Much discussion ensued.  Carpenter stated that Carlton Township could not continue to wait to have the County further consider adoption of the draft ordinance.   

Motion by Miner, second by Carpenter to recommend to the County Commission to strike Section 2108 from the draft ordinance.  

In favor:  Brown, Carpenter, Walters, Miner, McManus, Redman.

Opposed:  Warren, Jasperse, Medendorp, Mansfield, Lenz, Carr.

Absent:  Wiswell.

Motion failed.

Carr introduced discussion regarding the creation of an appeals process when a unanimous decision could not be achieved under Section 2108 of the proposed Barry County Hastings Area Overlay District ordinance.  Mansfield suggested that further consideration of this matter be delayed until after the Barry County Commission / Barry County Planning Commission joint meeting on April 27th.  

Motion by Redman, second by Brown to set aside consideration of agenda item 7.d.2 at this time.  

In favor:  Jasperse, Warren, Brown, Carpenter, Medendorp, Walters, Miner, McManus, Mansfield, Lenz, Redman, Carr.

Opposed:  None.

Absent:  Wiswell.

Motion carried.

Carr introduced discussion regarding the urban and limited services agreements.  Mansfield explained that the City Council had suspended work on such agreements until after tonight’s JPC meeting to determine what course of action the JPC and the various boards and commissions would be taking.  Mansfield explained that the recent actions by the Rutland Township Board of Trustees and the Barry County Board of Commissioners had confused the City Council and City officials.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the list of work tasks to be accomplished by the JPC in 2009.  Mansfield stated that the reference to Rutland Township in item 1 should actually reference Carlton Township.  Lenz suggested that a work task be added to the list stating that the JPC should identify methods for better communicating and educating the various boards, commissions and local officials regarding the work of the JPC.   

Carr asked for additional comments from the public.


Chuck Reid stated that he was a resident of Barry County.  Reid stated that all marked off areas should be eliminated (from review by the JPC?).  Reid stated that it was no big issue to redefine the lines (boundaries of areas subject to review by the JPC?).  Reid stated that the JPC should back off areas included in the Plan.  Reid questioned how much each jurisdiction would pay under certain conditions under the agreement.  

Carr asked for additional comments from the members of the JPC.  No additional comment was forwarded.

Motion by Lenz, second by Medendorp to adjourn at 9:03 p.m.

Motion carried.  

Submitted by:

Jeff Mansfield

Secretary 
Hastings Charter Township
Barry County

Rutland Charter Township
Carlton Township
City of Hastings

Joint Planning Committee

Draft Meeting Minutes

May 18, 2009
Present:  Jasperse, Warren, Medendorp, Walters, Miner, McManus, Mansfield, Wiswell, Redman, Brown.

Absent:  Lenz, Carpenter, Carr.

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Acting Chairman Brown.

Brown asked for comment regarding the minutes of the April 20, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee.  No comment was forwarded.  Motion by Jasperse, second by Redman to approve the minutes of the April 20, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee.

Motion carried.

Brown asked for comment regarding the agenda for tonight’s meeting.  No comments were forwarded.  Motion by Jasperse, second by Redman to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting as submitted.

Motion carried.  

Motion by Wiswell, second by Medendorp to receive and place on file the draft minutes of the May 4, 2009 City of Hastings Planning Commission meeting.

Motion carried.

Brown asked for comment from the public.  No comment was forwarded.

Brown asked for updates from those present regarding projects within their respective jurisdictions.  

McManus reported that the Barry County Commission had adopted the Joint Zoning Overlay Ordinance after amendment to delete Section 2108 from the draft version of the ordinance.   Wiswell questioned what impact the deletion of Section 2018 would have.   McManus stated that the this section required approval by all jurisdictions participating in the Plan for rezoning of parcels of land in Hastings and Carlton Township that would allow uses that were not currently allowed in the Plan and were not compatible with the Plan.   McManus stated that the County would decide whether to approve requests for rezoning of parcels of land in outlying areas of Hastings and Carlton Townships, even if such uses were not consistent with the intent of the Joint Land Use Plan.  Wiswell stated that the officials in Hastings and Carlton Townships could influence the County’s decisions on such matters.

Redman stated that the only activity to report in Carlton Township was continued work on the Leach / Middle Lake Sewer Project.   

Warren stated that there was nothing to report from Rutland Township.    

Mansfield stated that the City’s Planning Commission had approved a site plan for a special use permit to allow the outdoor sale of pools and yard accessories at a building located at the corner of Green and Boltwood Streets.  Mansfield stated that the City Council was currently considering rezoning four parcels of land located at the corner of Center and Jefferson Streets from A-O Apartment-Office to B-1 Central Business District.  Mansfield stated that the City continued to consider amendments to the sign regulations for the commercial districts.  Mansfield stated that the City was to consider a special use permit for a crisis mentoring family home at the corner of Cass and Green Streets at the June meeting of the Planning Commission.

Brown stated that he had attended the special meeting of the Rutland Township Board of Trustees held on May 13, 2009.  Brown reported on events that took place at that meeting.  Brown stated that the Rutland Township Board had scheduled a workshop to further consider sanitary sewer service to the proposed hospital site.  

McManus questioned whether the members of the JPC wished to continue to consider amendment of the Preliminary Initial Urban Services Area (PIUSA) in the Joint Future Land Use Plan to include the properties out to and including the proposed hospital site.  Consensus of the JPC was to continue this process to allow Rutland Township to pursue an agreement for urban services with the City of Hastings under the conditions established in the Joint Land Use Plan.  

Motion by Wiswell, second by Redman to authorize McManus to issue the Notice of Intent to Plan as required to amend the Joint Future Land Use Plan to extend the PIUSA to include the properties west to and including the proposed hospital site.  

In favor:  Jasperse, Warren, Medendorp, Walters, Miner, McManus, Mansfield, Wiswell, Redman, Brown.

Opposed:  None.

Absent:  Lenz, Carpenter, Carr.

McManus reported that the Notice of Intent to Plan as required for consideration of an amendment to the Joint Future Land Use Plan to include Carlton Township and to specifically define the area to be served by sanitary sewer under a Limited Service Agreement for the Leach / Middle Lake areas had been issued.  McManus stated that the Barry County Planning Commission would be holding a public hearing to solicit comment regarding this draft plan amendment at their next meeting.  

Brown introduced discussion regarding the status of the adoption of the ordinances to implement the Joint Zoning Overlay in each jurisdiction.  

McManus stated that Barry County had adopted their Joint Zoning Overlay ordinance after deletion of Section 2108 from the draft version.  

Warren stated that the Rutland Township Planning Commission had not yet taken action related to the adoption of an ordinance to implement the Joint Zoning Overlay.  Warren stated that the Township was in the process of recodifying their Code, and that the zoning administrator and attorney had not yet forwarded a draft ordinance to the Planning Commission.   Warren stated that she did not know when Rutland Township would consider such an ordinance.

Mansfield stated that the City Planning Commission was considering the extent of the rezoning to be undertaken as part of the ordinance to implement the Joint Zoning Overlay in the City of Hastings.   Mansfield stated that the City may limit the area rezoned immediately to allow denser residential development in areas closer to the outlying City limits.  Mansfield stated that rezoning of some of the outlying areas may be delayed until future demand created the need for such rezoning.  Mansfield stated that the City would also consider the impact of the deletion of Section 2108 from the County’s ordinance when considering the City’s ordinance to implement the Joint Zoning Overlay.  

Brown introduced discussion regarding the recent award of a $200,000.00 site assessment grant from the EPA.  John Hart stated that the grant had not officially been awarded yet, but that the City and JPC had been notified by the EPA that they had been selected to negotiate an agreement to allow the award of this grant.  Hart stated that he expected that such negotiations would go well.  Hart stated that he was in the process of obtaining the necessary documents from the EPA, and that the City would work with the EPA to formally enter into a grant agreement and obtains funds under the grant.  Hart stated that the JPC would select projects for funding once the agreement was in place and the funds were available.  Hart encouraged the members of the JPC to consider sites that might be suitable for funding under the grant program.  Hart stated that he would provide additional information at the June JPC meeting.

Brown introduced discussion regarding the list of work tasks to be completed by the JPC in 2009.  Redman suggested that work task 6 (education of various boards, commissions and officials) become the primary work task for the JPC.  Redman stated that there was a tremendous amount of misunderstanding and misinformation at many levels regarding the Joint Land Use Plan and the work of the JPC.  Consensus of the JPC was to consider a committee to address education at the June meeting of the JPC.

Brown asked for additional comments from the public.  No additional comments were forwarded.

Brown asked for additional comments from the JPC members.

McManus stated that he and Kilpatrick would be presenting comments on the Transfer of Development Rights in Barry County to LIAA.

Medendorp stated that he was glad that Rutland Township had elected to hold a workshop to further consider options for sanitary sewer service for the hospital site rather than entering into an agreement with Southwest Barry County Sewer and Water Authority.  

Wiswell suggested that the outline presented by Mansfield explaining the status of current events distributed to the JPC at the April, 2009 meeting would be useful for other boards and commissions to review.  

Motion by McManus, second by Jasperse to adjourn at 7:48 p.m.

Motion carried.  

Submitted by:

Jeff Mansfield

Secretary 

* No Meeting in June 2009
Hastings Charter Township
Barry County

Rutland Charter Township
Carlton Township
City of Hastings

Joint Planning Committee

Draft Meeting Minutes

July 20, 2009
Present:  Jasperse, Carpenter, Medendorp, Walters, Miner, McManus, Mansfield, Wiswell, Brown.

Absent:  Lenz, Warren, Redman, Carr.

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Acting Chairman Brown.

Brown asked for comment regarding the minutes of the May 18, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee.  No comment was forwarded.  Motion by Miner, second by Carpenter to approve the minutes of the May 18, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee.

Motion carried.

Motion by Wiswell, second by McManus to receive and place on file the draft minutes of the June 17, 2009 meeting of the Rutland Township Planning Commission, the draft minutes of the July 6, 2009 meeting of the City of Hastings Planning Commission, and the draft minutes of the May 26 and June 8 meetings of the Barry County Planning Commission. 

Motion carried.

Brown asked for comment regarding the agenda for tonight’s meeting.  McManus stated that he had asked Carr to add an agenda item to consider an alternate date for the monthly JPC meeting due to a potential scheduling conflict.  McManus stated that this was no longer a concern, and that agenda item 8.c. could therefore be deleted.  Motion by Mansfield, second by Brown to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting after removal of agenda item 8.c.

Motion carried.  

Brown asked for comment from the public.  No comment was forwarded.

Brown asked for updates from those present regarding projects within their respective jurisdictions.  

McManus reported that Barry County had very little development activity ongoing at this time.   McManus reported that only 13 residential homes had been started in the first 6 months of 2009.  McManus stated normally, approximately 200 to 300 homes were constructed per year.  

Mansfield stated that very limited development activity was occurring in the City of Hastings as well.   Mansfield stated that the Planning Commission was working on modifications to the ordinance regulating signage in the City, as well as several other modifications to the Code.

Carpenter reported that the Leach / Middle Lake sewer project was progressing well.  Carpenter stated that it appeared that the Township would receive funding for the project through the Federal Economic Stimulus program.   

Walters stated that there was little development activity in Rutland Township at this time.  Walters stated that there was no further progress to report related to the provision of sewer service within Rutland Township by the Southwest Barry County Sewer and Water Authority.

McManus stated that the Barry County Planning Commission would be considering the modification of the boundaries for the Preliminary Initial Urban Services Area (PIUSA) in the Joint Master Plan to include the proposed site of the new Pennock Hospital facility (Ferris site) at the next meeting of the Planning Commission.  McManus stated that the required Notice of Intent to Plan had been mailed to the affected governmental jurisdictions, and that the required notice period would elapse in the coming week.  McManus stated that the jurisdictions participating on the JPC could then join Barry County in formally considering approval of the modification of the PIUSA within the Joint Land Use Plan.  

Brown asked for status reports regarding the adoption of the amendment to the Joint Land Use Plan to include Carlton Township in the Plan and to refine the area eligible for limited municipal (sanitary sewer) service near Leach and Middle Lakes.  McManus stated that Barry County had approved the amendment of the Plan to include Carlton Township and to refine the limited service area.  Mansfield stated that the City of Hastings had approved these amendments to the Plan as well.  Walters stated that Rutland Township had not yet approved the amendment of the Plan, and that he did not know when they intended to do so.

Brown introduced discussion regarding the status of the adoption of the ordinances to implement the Joint Zoning Overlay in each jurisdiction.  McManus stated that the County had adopted their zoning ordinance to implement the joint zoning overlay concepts.  Mansfield stated that the City’s ordinance to implement the joint zoning overlay was currently before the City Council, and that he expected that it would be approved by the Council at their next meeting.  Walters stated that he did not know the status of Rutland Township’s joint zoning overlay ordinance.    

Brown introduced discussion regarding the status of the Urban Services Agreement (USA) and the Limited Services Agreement (LSA).  Mansfield stated that the City and Rutland Township were no longer working on the USA, since Rutland had indicated that it would be pursuing services from an alternate governmental agency (Southwest Barry County Sewer and Water Authority).  Mansfield stated that the City and Carlton and Hastings Townships continued to work on the LSA and a maintenance agreement for the STEP sewer system to be constructed near Leach and Middle Lakes.  Mansfield stated that these agreements currently were under review by Carlton’s attorney, and that Carlton’s attorney had indicated that these agreements would be completed in time for submittal to the MDEQ in September.  

Brown introduced discussion regarding the EPA Environmental Site Assessment Grant award.   John Hart, the City’s Community Development Director and Jeff Edwards of SME, Inc. explained the status of the grant.  Hart stated that he expected that the JPC would receive formal notice of the award of the grant in September, and that the site assessment funds would be available shortly thereafter.  Hart stated that the JPC would have 3 years to spend the $200,000 in available grant funds.  Hart stated that the City would administer the grant on the JPC’s behalf, but that the JPC would identify potential sites for the use of the funds and determine which sites would be funded under the program.  Hart stated that the JPC and the elected and appointed officials for the governmental jurisdictions participating on the JPC should attempt to identify sites for use of the funds as soon as possible.  Edwards stated that the funds could be used for Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments, Baseline Environmental Assessments, and even the preparation of Brownfield Redevelopment Plans.  Hart stressed the need to identify sites in the near future to ensure that all the funds available under the grant are spent within the 3 year period. 

Mansfield stated that the participating jurisdictions would need to enter into the Memorandum of Agreement for the EPA grant distributed with the packet of information for tonight’s meeting.  Mansfield asked that the JPC reps submit the MOA to their respective elected boards for approval, and inform the City when such approval had been obtained so that the City could relay the MOA to the EPA.

Brown introduced discussion regarding the establishment of a JPC education committee to distribute information regarding the work of the JPC and the Joint Land Use Plan.  Mansfield stated that representatives of the JPC would be presenting the Joint Plan at upcoming meetings of the Hastings Kiwanis and Rotary Clubs, as well as at a joint meeting of the Barry County Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development Alliance.   Miner, Brown, and Mansfield volunteered to serve on an education committee to further inform the public and various elected and appointed bodies about the work of the JPC and the intent of the Joint Land Use Plan.  Walters agreed to work with Brown to determine who from Rutland Township would serve on the committee.

Brown introduced discussion regarding the list of work tasks to be completed by the JPC in 2009.  Brown reviewed the list of tasks and noted the progress made on each.  

Brown asked for additional comments from the public.  No additional comments were forwarded.

Brown asked for additional comments from the JPC members.

Walters stated that the Rutland Township Board was facing several challenges and was divided on several issues at the current time.  Walters stated that he felt that the various boards and committees did not always have a clear understanding of issues.  Walters stated that he believed it would be helpful for the Township Supervisors and City Manager to communicate more frequently with the JPC and other boards.  

McManus reported that the Village of Nashville was considering partnering with Barry County for administration of their zoning regulations.  McManus stated that Williams & Works was currently developing a zoning code for application in the Village, and that the Village would then further consider utilizing the County for zoning administration.  

Miner congratulated the City of Hastings and Barry County for the recent exchange of the old library for the County’s property west of the Friend of the Court facility.  Miner stated that this exchange was beneficial for both parties.      

Wiswell questioned if the standard JPC meeting date should be changed to allow Carr to attend the meeting.  Brown stated that he did not know when Carr would be in the area, since he was spending quite a considerable amount of town at his cabin these days.  Consensus of the JPC was to ask Carr when he returned to the area if changing the meeting date would allow him to attend the JPC meetings more frequently.  

Motion by Wiswell, second by McManus to adjourn at 7:23 p.m.

Motion carried.  

Submitted by:

Jeff Mansfield

Secretary 
Hastings Charter Township
Barry County

Rutland Charter Township
Carlton Township
City of Hastings

Joint Planning Committee

Draft Meeting Minutes

August 17, 2009
Present:  Jasperse, Carpenter, Medendorp, Walters, Miner, Mansfield, Brown, Warren, Redman, Carr.

Absent:  Lenz, McManus, Wiswell.

Others present:  Valerie Byrnes.

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Chairman Carr.

Carr asked for comment regarding the minutes of the July 20, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee.  No comment was forwarded.  Motion by Jasperse, second by Brown to approve the minutes of the July 20, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee, and to receive and place on file the draft agenda for the August 19, 2009 meeting of the Rutland Township Planning Commission and the minutes of the August 3, 2009 meeting of the Hastings Planning Commission.  

Motion carried.

Carr asked for comment regarding the agenda for tonight’s meeting.  No comment was forwarded.  Motion by Redman, second by Medendorp to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting as submitted.

Motion carried.  

Carr asked for comment from the public.  Byrnes stated that she was present to listen and learn about the activities of the JPC.

Carr asked for updates from those present regarding projects within their respective jurisdictions.  

Warren stated that there were no projects under review by the Rutland Township Planning Commission.  

Jasperse stated that the Hastings City Planning Commission had approved a site plan for a new municipal parking lot at the corner of Center Street and Jefferson Street at the last Planning Commission meeting.

Carpenter reported that the Leach / Middle Lake sewer project was progressing well.  Carpenter stated that the project had to be rated within the top 30 projects to be eligible for SRF funding, and that the project was rated 23rd in a recent review.  Carpenter stated that it appeared that 40% of the project costs would be offset by funding through the federal stimulus package.  Carpenter stated that the project documents would be released for bids on August 24th, and that the Township anticipated that construction would begin on the project prior to February, 2010.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding Rutland Township’s relationship with the Southwest Barry County Sewer Authority and the extension of service to the site of the proposed hospital facility.  Carr reported that he had contacted the staff at the hospital on several occasions to discuss this matter, but to date had been unable to arrange a meeting with representatives from the hospital due to scheduling conflicts on the part of the hospital staff.  

Lenz arrived at 6:11 p.m.

McManus arrived at 6:12 p.m.

Carr reported that the Rutland Township Planning Commission would be considering amendment of the Joint Land Use Plan to include Carlton Township on Wednesday evening.  Carr reported that Rutland Township would be considering amendment of the PIUSA in the Joint Land Use Plan at a future date.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the status of the ordinances being considered in each jurisdiction to implement the joint zoning overlay.  McManus stated that Barry County had adopted their ordinance.  Carr stated that Rutland Township would be considering their ordinance after completion of the recodification of their Code.  Mansfield stated that the City had adopted an ordinance to implement the major provisions of the overlay zone, and would be considering a second ordinance at the next Council meeting that would require unanimous approval by the jurisdictions participating in the joint planning effort for any zoning changes that are not compliant with the Joint Land Use Plan.  

Carr introduced discussion of urban services agreement and limited services agreement.  Mansfield stated that the City had received revised drafts of the limited services agreement and the maintenance agreement from Carlton Township’s attorney.  Mansfield stated that he anticipated that he City staff and City attorney would be submitting comments regarding those drafts to Carlton Township within the next week.  

Redman suggested that the City and the Townships should continue work on a draft urban services agreement (USA).  Carr explained that the City and Rutland Township had discontinued work on the USA after Rutland Township had pursued a sewer service agreement for the proposed hospital site with the Southwest Barry County Sewer and Water Authority.   Redman suggested that work on such an agreement should continue.  

Byrnes asked what role the Economic Development Alliance could play in promoting the Joint Land Use Plan.  Mansfield stated that it would be helpful if the members of the Alliance could become very well informed regarding the issues surrounding the plan, and then help with community wide educational efforts related to the Plan and community based planning, zoning and governmental service provision.  Byrnes suggested that the Alliance may be more “invested” in the joint planning effort if the Alliance had a representative serving on the JPC.  Consensus of the JPC was to consider this at the next JPC meeting.  Carr asked that this item be added to the next JPC meeting agenda. 

McManus stated that the County Commission had also asked that they be provided an additional seat on the JPC.  McManus stated that the Commission wished to have a second member on the JPC to provide an additional channel for communication between the Commission and the JPC, and as a backup representative for those times when McManus could not attend the meetings.  Carr stated that in essence, Barry County already had seven seats on the JPC, since Barry County provided planning and zoning services for Hastings and Carlton Townships.   Miner stated that he believed that the County Commission wished to be more informed about the activities of the JPC, and involved in the joint planning process.  Consensus of the JPC was to add further consideration of the possible addition of a second County representative to the JPC to the agenda for the next JPC meeting.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the list of work tasks to be completed by the JPC in 2009.  Carr reviewed the list of tasks and noted the progress made on each.  

Carr asked for comments from the public.  No comments were forwarded.

Carr asked for additional comments from the JPC members.

Miner stated that there was pent up demand for development along the M-37 / M-43 corridor west of the City of Hastings.  Miner stated that it would be prudent for the City and the Townships to be working on an urban services agreement to allow the City to provide governmental services to properties along the West State Street corridor should the economy improve.   

Jasperse questioned the status of the hotel project in Rutland Township.  Carr stated that the MDEQ was currently reviewing a study of the wetlands on the property.  Carr stated that he expected the MDEQ to complete the study and approve the development within the next week.  Carr stated that the project could then move forward.  Carr stated that as of this time, he still expected that construction would begin on the hotel yet this fall.

Medendorp stated that he did not understand why the City was repeatedly portrayed as the “bad guy” in many situations.  Medendorp stated that contrary to what was being said, the City appeared to be very cooperative when asked to work with other jurisdictions.  

Brown stated that he agreed with Miner and Redman that work on the USA should continue.  Brown reported that the Community Vis software had been loaded on a computer at the Hastings Public Library.  Carr asked that discussion of the Community Vis program be added to the agenda for the next JPC meeting.  

McManus reported that the formation of a joint planning group was being considered for the Gull Lake watershed.  McManus reported that Barry County would begin work on a zoning ordinance for the Village of Nashville next week.  McManus stated that he had recently been contacted by the Village of Freeport, and that Freeport was interested in using Barry County to provide planning and zoning services for the Village of Freeport.  

Redman asked that the JPC add consideration of the development of a web page to the agenda for next month’s JPC meeting. 

Carr asked for additional comments from the members of the JPC.  No additional comments were forwarded.

Motion by Redman, second by Lenz to adjourn at 7:45 p.m.

Motion carried.  

Submitted by:

Jeff Mansfield

Secretary 
Hastings Charter Township
Barry County

Rutland Charter Township
Carlton Township
City of Hastings

Joint Planning Committee

Draft Meeting Minutes

September 21, 2009
Present:  Jasperse, McManus, Carpenter, Medendorp, Wiswell, Miner, Mansfield, Brown, Warren, Carr.

Absent:  Lenz, Redman.

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Carr.

Carr explained that Walters had moved out of Rutland Township and had consequently resigned from the JPC.  Carr stated that he expected that a representative would be appointed to fill the vacancy resulting from Walters’ resignation before the October meeting of the JPC. 

Carr asked for comment regarding the minutes of the August 17, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee.  No comment was forwarded.  Motion by Wiswell, second by McManus to approve the minutes of the August 17, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee

Motion carried.

Wiswell noted that several matters contained in the minutes of the August 17th JPC meeting were to be discussed at upcoming meetings.  Wiswell noted that the JPC was to consider adding representatives from the Barry County Economic Development Alliance and the Barry County Board of Commissioners. McManus noted that the JPC was also to discuss a possible web page, and the Community VIS program.  Mansfield explained that Redman had asked that consideration of the web page be delayed until the October meeting of the JPC so that he could be present.  Wiswell asked that the remaining items noted above be added to the agenda under New Business. 

Consensus of the JPC was to receive and place on file the draft agenda for the September 16, 2009 meeting of the Rutland Township Planning Commission, the draft minutes from the August 19, 2009 Rutland Township Planning Commission and the minutes of the September 8, 2009 meeting of the Hastings Planning Commission.  

Jasperse noted that the August 19th minutes of the Rutland Township Planning Commission contained the following reference:

“Patti Walton asks why Walgreens and the hotel have not been built.  She was advised that Spartan stores renewed their lease on the proposed Walgreens building, and the hotel is waiting for water and sewer to become available”

Jasperse stated that Rutland Township and the City of Hastings did have an agreement that will allow the provision of water and sewer to the proposed hotel site.   Warren stated that the Planning Commission understood that Walton’s comments were in error, but chose not to correct the misstatement at the meeting.  

Carr asked for comment regarding the agenda for tonight’s meeting.  No additional comment was forwarded.  Motion by Jasperse, second by Wiswell to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting after revision to include consideration of additional representatives on the JPC from the Barry County Board of Commissioners and the Barry County Economic Development Alliance, and discussion regarding the Community Vis program, with all items to be added under New Business.

Motion carried.  

Carr asked for comment from the public and noted that no one from the public was in attendance.  

Carr asked for updates from those present regarding projects within their respective jurisdictions.  

McManus stated that Barry County had received a request for permission to erect a communication tower outside of the area under review by the JPC.   McManus stated that Pennock Hospital had submitted a request to MDOT for modifications to the driveways for the facility previously owned by ViaTech on West State Street.  McManus stated that the M-37 Corridor Committee would be reviewing this request at their next meeting this coming Friday morning.   

Carr stated that no new projects had been submitted for review by the Rutland Township Planning Commission.

Mansfield stated that the City of Hastings Planning Commission had approved a site plan for the Pennock Hospital project referenced by McManus.  Mansfield stated that Pennock Hospital was moving some services to the old ViaTech building on West State Street, and was renovating that building in advance of moving such services.  Mansfield stated that Pennock was also expanding the parking lot at that facility to provide additional parking for the Hospital itself.  

Carr stated that there was no report on the provision of utility services to portions of Rutland Township by the Southwest Barry County Sewer and Water Authority, since there had been no action related to this project.  

McManus reported that consideration of modification of the Preliminary Initial Urban Service Area in the Joint Land Use Plan was in committee at the Barry County Board of Commissioners.   Mansfield stated that the City of Hastings Planning Commission would be holding a public hearing on the modification of the PIUSA at their October meeting, and consider modification following the public hearing.  Warren stated that the Rutland Township Planning Commission questioned the modification of the PIUSA, and the 75% buildout requirement in the amendment to the Plan.  Carr stated that the 75% buildout requirement was actually a concern that arose related to the amendment of the Plan to include Carlton Township.  McManus questioned the exact content of the amendments to the Plan being considered in each jurisdiction.  Consensus of the JPC was to have the Township Supervisors, City Manager and County Planner meet to review the plan amendments being considered in each jurisdiction to make sure that they are consistent.

Carr reported that the amendment to the JPC Plan to include Carlton Township in the Plan had now been adopted by all of the participating jurisdictions.  

Carr questioned the status of the adoption of the ordinances in each jurisdiction to implement the joint zoning overlay concept.  Mansfield stated that while the City had adopted their initial ordinance to implant the joint zoning overlay (creating the R1-A zone); the City Council had elected not to adopt the ordinance requiring unanimous approval of all of the jurisdictions participating on the JPC for any zoning change that would be contrary to the Joint Land Use Plan.  Mansfield explained that the City did not wish to be the lone jurisdiction adopting such an ordinance, and likely would be since Barry County had elected not to adopt such an ordinance and Rutland Township had yet to even consider an ordinance to implement the joint zoning overlay concept.  Jasperse stated that the City would not be opposed to further considering the adoption of such an ordinance if the other jurisdictions did so in the future.  Mansfield stated that the jurisdictions had all adopted the Joint Land Use Plan, and that the Plan allowed for only zoning changes which were consistent with the concepts, terms and conditions outlined in the Plan, so essentially the underlying philosophy that would be codified through the subject ordinance was already in place in the Plan.  Carr suggested that it was probably not appropriate to ask any one jurisdiction to consider such an ordinance if the other jurisdictions were not willing to adopt the same ordinance.   Carr stated that it would likely be challenging to get such an ordinance approved in Rutland Township.  

Motion by McManus, second by Wiswell to recommend to all of the jurisdictions participating on the JPC in the joint planning effort to strike further consideration or adoption of an ordinance requiring the unanimous approval of all of the jurisdictions participating in the joint planning effort for zoning changes that are not compliant with the terms of the Joint Land Use Plan.

In favor:  Jasperse, McManus, Carpenter, Medendorp, Wiswell, Miner, Mansfield, Brown, Warren, Carr.

Opposed:  None.

Absent:  Lenz, Redman.

Motion carried.

Carr introduced discussion regarding the urban services agreement and the limited service agreement.  Mansfield reported that none of the jurisdictions was currently working on an urban services agreement.  Mansfield stated that Carlton Township and the City of Hastings had approved a limited service agreement for the STEP sewer in Carlton and Hastings Townships.  Mansfield stated that certain of the terms of this agreement only applied to the proposed STEP system, but in general the agreement contained the outline for future similar limited service agreements to be developed to allow service to other areas as outlined in the Joint Land Use Plan.  Mansfield reported that the Hastings Township and the City had entered into a franchise agreement to allow Carlton to provide sewer services to Hastings Township and discharge to the City, and that the Carlton Township and the City had entered into an agreement to provide maintenance services for the proposed STEP system.  Carpenter stated that Barry County was now a party to the service agreement, due to the need for Barry County to issue bonds for the project.  

Carr asked for a report from the JPC education committee.  Mansfield reported that representatives from the JPC had recently presented and explained the Joint Land Use Plan to the Hastings Rotary Club, the Hastings Kiwanis Club, and a joint session of the Barry County Economic Development Alliance and the Barry County Chamber of Commerce.  Mansfield stated that the JPC reps would also be presenting the Plan at the Barry County Economic Development Summit in November, and would be coordinating an educational session shortly thereafter related to land use planning.  

Brown suggested that the JPC consider drafting an article for publication in the local media presenting and explaining the work of the JPC.  Miner supported Brown’s suggestion, and asked Brown to move forward with such an article.  Consensus of the JPC was to have Brown and the JPC education committee draft an article for the publication in the local press, and approach the local newspaper to arrange publication.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the list of work tasks to be accomplished by the JPC in 2009.  Carr asked Mansfield to read the list of work tasks.  Consensus of the JPC was to strike work task one from the list since it had been completed, and to add consideration of additional JPC representatives from the Barry County Economic Development Authority and the Barry County Commission to the list.  

Carr introduced consideration of additional members on the JPC to represent the BCEDA and the Barry County Board of Commissioners.  Miner stated that he believed that adding a representative from the Board of Commissioners would greatly enhance communication and understanding between the two boards.  Carr explained that Valerie Byrnes of the BCEDA had asked to have a representative from the BCEDA serve on the JPC for this same purpose.  Much discussion ensued regarding the voting status of these representatives.  McManus pointed out that the agreement forming the JPC and the JPC By-laws would have to be amended if the representatives were to be voting members.  McManus stated that this would require the approval of all of the boards of all of the jurisdictions participating on the JPC. Jasperse suggested that the representatives be added as non-voting “ex officio” members at this time, with the possibility that this status could be changed to full voting status in the future if it became clear that this would be beneficial.  McManus stated that this could be done without amendment of the JPC agreement or By-laws.  

Motion by Jasperse, second by Warren to draft a letter inviting the Barry County Board of Commissioners and the Barry County Economic Development Authority to select a representative to serve in an ex officio capacity on the Joint Planning Committee.  

In favor:  Jasperse, McManus, Carpenter, Medendorp, Wiswell, Miner, Mansfield, Brown, Warren, Carr.

Opposed:  None.

Absent:  Lenz, Redman.

Motion carried.

Carr stated that he was scheduled to meet with Kim Walton of the Barry Conservation Service on Wednesday to discuss the Community VIS program.  Carr explained that the Conservation Service had agreed to take the lead on the Community VIS program.  Carr stated that he would report back to the JPC following his meeting with Walton.  

Carr asked for comments from the public.  No comments were forwarded.

Carr asked for additional comments from the JPC members.

McManus reported that Barry County continued to work with the Village of Nashville, and that formal consideration of their zoning changes would likely be completed by January of the coming year.     

McManus reported that a number of jurisdictions in the Gun Lake area were considering a joint land use planning project with the intention of standardizing the zoning requirements in the subject area.  

Carr asked for additional comments from the members of the JPC.  No additional comments were forwarded.

Motion by Medendorp, second by McManus to adjourn at 7:46 p.m.

Motion carried.  

Submitted by:

Jeff Mansfield

Secretary 
Hastings Charter Township
Barry County

Rutland Charter Township
Carlton Township
City of Hastings

Joint Planning Committee

Draft Meeting Minutes

October 19, 2009
Members Present:  Jasperse, McManus, Carpenter, Lenz, Wiswell, Miner, Mansfield, Brown, Warren, Carr.

Members Absent:  Medendorp, Redman.

Ex-Officio Members Present:  Byrnes.

Ex-Officio Members Absent:  Lyons.

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Carr.

Carr asked for comment regarding the minutes of the September 21, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee.  No comment was forwarded.  Motion by Jasperse, second by McManus to approve the minutes of the September 21, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee

Motion carried.

Motion by Wiswell, second by Mansfield to receive and place on file the draft agenda for the October 13, 2009 meeting of the Rutland Township Planning Commission, the draft minutes from the September 16, 2009 Rutland Township Planning Commission and the minutes of the October 5, 2009 meeting of the Hastings Planning Commission.  

Motion carried.

Carr asked for additions or changes to the draft agenda for tonight’s meeting.  Mansfield asked that a financial report for the JPC be added to the agenda as Item 8.E. under New Business.  Mansfield explained that Miner had requested a financial report for the JPC, and that Mansfield was prepared to present this report.  Motion by Wiswell, second by McManus to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting after amendment as requested by Mansfield.

Motion carried.    

Carr asked for comment from the public.


Keith Ferris questioned the source of the document that Jim Carr had distributed prior to the meeting (labeled “Pennock Extension Proposed Time Line).  Carr stated that Jim Wincek of Pennock Hospital had supplied the document to him at a meeting held the previous week.


Mike Bremer introduced himself as a member of the Barry County Board of Commissioners.  Bremer stated that he applauded the word “joint” in the title of the Joint Planning Committee.  Bremer stated that he looked forward to many successes stemming from the joint planning effort.  

Carr asked for updates from those present regarding projects within their respective jurisdictions.  

McManus stated that Barry County had no pending projects under review.     

Mansfield stated that the City of Hastings Planning Commission was currently working on a number of ordinance amendments, but had no projects currently under review.  

Warren stated that the Rutland Township Planning Commission would be considering a request for permission to erect a communication tower on the Hubble property on Goodwill Road at the next meeting of the Planning Commission.  

Carr stated that Rutland Township had recently received a wastewater system feasibility study after a consultant spent a year preparing the study.  Carr stated that the study would provide the basis for the determining the appropriate size and location of utilities to serve the site of the proposed hotel on M-37 West.     

Carr stated that there was nothing new to report regarding the provision of utility services to portions of Rutland Township by the Southwest Barry County Sewer and Water Authority.  Carr referenced the document he had distributed earlier in the meeting ( labeled “Pennock Extension Proposed Time Line).  Carr stated that the document had been prepared by the Southwest Barry County Sewer and Water Authority.  Carr stated that he had received this document from Wincek approximately one week ago, but that he knew of no progress or activity underway to implement the steps outlined in the document.   

Carr asked for reports from the jurisdictions related to the status of the various amendments to the Joint Land Use Plan.  Carr asked that the jurisdictions first report the status of the amendment of the PIUSA in the Joint Land Use Plan to include the site of the proposed hospital.  


Warren reported that Rutland Township Planning Commission would be considering the PIUSA amendment at their next meeting on October 21, 2009.  Warren stated that the Rutland Township Planning Commission would also be considering the language to require 75% build-out as a condition for expansion of a service area, but would be doing so separate from consideration of the amendment to the PIUSA.

McManus reported that Barry County had suspended further consideration of the amendment to expand the PIUSA until such time as Rutland Township considered such an amendment.  


Mansfield reported that the City of Hastings Planning Commission had recommended the expansion of the PIUSA to the City Council, and that the Council would consider it at their regular meeting next Monday night.  

Carr asked that the jurisdictions report on the status of the amendment to the Joint Land Use Plan to include Carlton Township.  


McManus reported that Barry County had approved the amendment to include Carlton Township on the JPC.   McManus noted that the version of the Plan amendment adopted by Barry County to include Carlton Township did not include the 75% build-out provision being considered by Rutland Township.  Mansfield explained that the version of the amendment being considered by the City and Rutland Township had been prepared by Williams & Works following discussion at the JPC regarding the 75% buildout requirement (and its mandatory inclusion in any urban services agreement), and the modification of the PIUSA (which had also been included in the draft amendment prepared by W&W).


Mansfield stated that the City of Hastings had adopted the Plan amendment to include Carlton Township on the JPC.  Mansfield stated that the City had adopted the latest version of the Plan amendment prepared by W&W which also included the 75% buildout provision, and inadvertently included the expansion of the PIUSA on the future land use map to include the proposed hospital site.  Mansfield reiterated that the City Council would officially consider the expansion of the PIUSA at the next regular Council meeting.  


Warren reported that Rutland Township had approved the plan amendment to include Carlton Township on the JPC.

Carr introduced discussion regarding the status of the ordinance amendments in the various jurisdictions to implement the joint zoning overlay concepts.  Carr stated that the City and County had adopted their ordinances, but that Rutland Township remained in the process of recodification of its general code of ordinances, and would not consider a joint overlay ordinance until the general recodification was completed.  Warren stated that she did not know when this would be.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the urban services agreement and the limited services agreement.  Carr stated that no work was currently underway on the urban services agreement.  Mansfield reported that the City of Hastings and Carlton Township had entered into a limited services agreement for the Leach / Middle Lakes Sewer System.  Mansfield stated that this agreement was not as “generic” as originally desired, and included a number of provisions that were specific to this project and the financing mechanisms to be used in this case.  

Redman arrived at 6:26 p.m.

Carr asked for a report from the JPC Education Subcommittee.  Brown reported that he had spoken to Fred Jacobs of J-Ad Graphics, and had requested that Fred provide a reporter to cover the JPC meetings.  Brown reported that he expected to meet with a reporter from J-Ad within a few days.  Mansfield reported that representatives from the JPC would be participating with the BCEDA in several upcoming programs.  Byrnes stated that the JPC would be presenting at the Economic Development Alliance Summit on November 6th, and at a follow-up “Planning for Growth” Session on November 13th.  Byrnes stated that local officials and board members would be welcome to attend both of these events.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding a possible website for the JPC.  Redman introduced Curt Zigler, a local website developer.  Zigler stated that he could provide assistance to the JPC if the committee wished to establish a website.  Zigler stated that he had developed websites for a number of local governmental units and businesses, including the City of Hastings DDA.  Zigler stated that the fees for his services varied depending on the complexity of the website desired by the JPC.  Zigler explained the features that could be incorporated into a website for the JPC. 

Redman questioned if the members of the JPC were interested in possible development of a website.  Consensus of the JPC was that there was interest in the development of a website.  Carr asked for members of the JPC willing to serve on a website charged with further exploring the possibility of developing a website for the JPC.  Redman, Byrnes and McManus volunteered to serve on the committee, and report back at the next meeting.  

Joe Lyons arrived at 6:46 p.m.

Carr introduced discussion regarding the list of work tasks to be accomplished by the JPC in 2009.  Carr suggested that work task number 6 (add ex-officio JPC members) could be removed from the list and that a new work task calling for the development of a JPC website should be added to the list.  

Mansfield distributed a list of four additional work tasks to be considered for addition to the list of work tasks.  Mansfield explained that the first three tasks were related to the recent award of the EPA Brownfield Site Assessment Grant to the JPC.  Mansfield explained that these tasks involved soliciting additional potential brownfield sites for the site inventory, soliciting potential brownfield projects for funding and developing criteria for project selection and funding.  Mansfield stated that the forth suggested work task was to consider methods to re-involve the original JPC Advisory Group (or a similar group) in the joint planning process.  Consensus of the JPC was to add the work tasks to the list.  

Mansfield to work with Hart to develop documents to facilitate the first three work tasks.  Consensus of the JPC was to have the current representatives from each jurisdiction on the JPC consider potential candidates to serve on a new JPC Advisory Group, with three representatives from each jurisdiction to be appointed to such an Advisory Group.  Carr to draft a letter of invitation to be sent to the potential members of such an Advisory Group.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the JPC concept plan review process.  Mansfield to provide copy of draft concept plan review process previously prepared by Jay Kilpatrick at next JPC meeting.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the development of an informational and positive JPC news article, and asked Brown to report on the status of such an article.  Brown stated that he did not have anything to report at this time.  Jim McManus distributed a copy of an article to be published in the October edition of the Planning and Zoning News.

Carr introduced discussion regarding Community VIS.  Brown reported that he had not had an opportunity to meet with the Barry County Soil and Water Service representative yet, and that he would report at the next meeting of the JPC.

McManus departed at 7:30 p.m.

Mansfield presented a financial report for the JPC.  Mansfield explained the status of each jurisdiction’s portion of the fund balance.  Mansfield explained that Hastings Township, Rutland Township and the City of Hastings each had funds available in the JPC Fund balance, and that Carlton Township and Barry County were current on payments for the services obtained to date by the JPC, but that these jurisdictions did not have any funds in reserve in the JPC Fund balance.   Consensus of the JPC was to further discuss the JPC Fund balance(s) at the next JPC meeting.  

Carr asked for any additional public comment.  No additional public comment was forwarded.  

Carr asked for additional comment from the members of the JPC. 


Wiswell questioned the status of the hotel development in Rutland Township.  Carr reported that the developer had recently submitted a purchase agreement to the Township for only 2.9 acres of the Township owned property.  Carr explained that the developer now wished to develop a smaller portion of the site.  Carr stated that the hotel site would be west of Cook Road, and not at the Cook Road intersection.  Carr stated that the Township had agreed to enter into the agreement, with the developer to have up to one year for the agreement to be executed.  Carr stated that the developer would like to break ground in the spring if everything worked out, and have the project completed next year.  

No additional comments from the JPC were forwarded.  

Motion by Mansfield, second by Jasperse to adjourn at 7:45 p.m.

Submitted by:

Jeff Mansfield

Secretary 
Hastings Charter Township
Barry County

Rutland Charter Township
Carlton Township
City of Hastings

Joint Planning Committee

Draft Meeting Minutes

November 16, 2009
Members Present:  Jasperse, McManus, Medendorp, Redman, Lenz, Wiswell, Mansfield, Brown, Warren, Haywood, Carr.

Members Absent:  Carpenter, Miner.

Ex-Officio Members Present:  Byrnes.

Ex-Officio Members Absent:  Lyons.

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Chairman Carr.

Carr asked for comment regarding the minutes of the October 19, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee.  No comment was forwarded.  Motion by Wiswell, second by Redman to approve the minutes of the October 19, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee

Motion carried.

Motion by Wiswell, second by McManus to receive and place on file the draft agenda for the November 10, 2009 meeting of the Rutland Township Planning Commission, the draft minutes from the October 13, 2009 and October 21, 2009 Rutland Township Planning Commission meetings, and the minutes of the November 2, 2009 meeting of the Hastings Planning Commission.  

Motion carried.

Carr asked for additions or changes to the draft agenda for tonight’s meeting.  Motion by Jasperse, second by Redman to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting as mailed.

Motion carried.    

Carr asked for comment from the public.


Jim Wincek of Pennock Hospital stated that the hospital was renewing its efforts to inform the community regarding issues related to the hospital.  Wincek stated that the hospital representatives had previously made a concerted effort to inform the community, but that this effort had waned in May or June of the current year due to the uncertainty facing the hospital related to financing and project planning.  Wincek stated that the proposed hospital construction project was now officially “on indefinite hold” at this point.  Wincek explained that the hospital had experienced a small financial operating loss in the past year, making it essentially impossible to secure the funding necessary for the new hospital project.  Wincek stated that the hospital would need to reestablish a positive financial position prior to obtaining project financing.  


Wincek stated that parking at the existing hospital was the biggest problem confronting the hospital staff and visitors. Wincek stated that the hospital had recently completed construction of a new parking area near the old Viatech building that would provide approximately 200 parking spaces.  Wincek stated that the hospital staff would be directed to park in this new parking area, freeing up parking at the existing hospital site.  Wincek stated that the parking area between the main hospital building and the building now housing the Mental Health offices would be reserved for exclusive use of visitors to the hospital site.  Wincek stated that the new parking arrangements would become effective on January 4, 2010.  Wincek stated that homecare, financial services and other operations had been relocated from the hospital site to the newly renovated buildings on West State Street previously owned by Viatech.  Brown complimented Wincek and Pennock Hospital on the renovations made to these buildings.  

Carr asked for updates from those present regarding projects within their respective jurisdictions.  

Mansfield stated that no projects had been submitted to the City of Hastings Planning Commission for review at their October meeting.  Mansfield stated that the Planning Commission was considering several changes to the code of ordinances, as well as several minor zoning changes.  

McManus stated that the Barry County Planning Commission had no projects under review.

Warren stated that the hotel development on West M-43 / M-37 was still a viable project.  Warren stated that Rutland Township had no other projects currently under review.  

Carr invited Byrnes to present any issues or projects under consideration by Economic Development Alliance to the JPC each month.  Byrnes stated that the Alliance currently had no projects under review.  

Carr reported that there was nothing new related to the proposal by the Southwest Barry County Sewer and Water Authority to provide sewer service to the proposed site of the new hospital.  Carr stated that based on the comments offered at tonight’s meeting by Wincek, he did not expect to see any activity related to this matter in the foreseeable future.  Carr asked that this item be removed from future JPC meeting agendas. 

Carr asked for reports from the jurisdictions related to the status of the various amendments to the Joint Land Use Plan.  Carr asked that the jurisdictions first report the status of the amendment of the PIUSA in the Joint Land Use Plan to include the site of the proposed hospital.  


Carr stated that the Rutland Township Board had amended the Plan to include all of the changes previously recommended by the JPC, including the addition of Carlton Township and the Leach and Middle Lakes limited service area, amendment of the PIUSA as recommended by the JPC, and the addition of the language to require 75% build-out prior to expansion of a service area.  Carr explained that the Board had added clarifying language to the text amendment related to the 75% build-out requirement, stating that certified wetlands would not be included in the calculation of the amount of build-out which had occurred.  Warren read the language adopted by the Rutland Township Board.  


McManus stated that the Barry County Board of Commissioners would now reconsider the amendment to the PIUSA to include the site of the proposed hospital, since Rutland Township had now taken action on this matter.  McManus stated that the County Planning Commission and the Board of Commissioners would have to initiate consideration of the text amendment related to the 75% build-out requirement, since they had not considered this previously.  


Mansfield stated that the City Council had previously approved all of the proposed amendments to the Plan as recommended by the JPC.  Mansfield stated that the City Council and the Planning Commission would have to consider the modified language related to the 75% build-out requirement (as adopted by Rutland Township and including the reference to the exemption of wetlands from the build-out calculation).  Mansfield stated that he did not believe that the Hastings Planning Commission or City Council would object to the modified language as adopted by Rutland Township.  

Carr asked that the jurisdictions report on the status of the amendment to the Joint Land Use Plan to include Carlton Township.  


Carr stated that all of the jurisdictions had adopted this amendment, and that the amendment was now effective.

Carr introduced discussion regarding the status of the ordinance amendments in the various jurisdictions to implement the joint zoning overlay concepts.   Carr reminded the group that the City of Hastings and Barry County had adopted their overlay zoning ordinances.  Warren stated that Rutland Township had not yet considered an overlay zoning ordinance due to the recodification that was currently underway in the Township.  Carr stated that the draft recodified version of the code had arrived at the Township in the very recent past.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the urban services agreement and the limited services agreement.  Carr stated that he would likely ask the Rutland Township Board to consider re-initiating work on the urban services agreement.  Carr suggested that if the Board elected to again pursue such an agreement, he would request that the City work with the Township to develop an agreement.  Carr stated that the limited service agreement for the Leach / Middle Lakes Sewer System had now been approved by Carlton Township, Hastings Township and the City of Hastings.  

Mansfield suggested that if the Township(s) wished to again pursue a possible urban services agreement, he would approach the City Council to determine if they wished to pursue such an agreement.  Mansfield suggested that it may be helpful to have those working on such an agreement make a presentation to the JPC explaining the status of the agreement, issues which were still being addressed, and the concerns of various parties and attorneys related to several aspects of the agreement.   Mansfield to add such a presentation to the agenda for the next JPC meeting.  

Carr asked for a report from the JPC Education Subcommittee.  Mansfield stated that representatives from the JPC had made numerous presentations regarding the Joint Land Use Plan and the JPC to various civic clubs and other organizations over the past several months.  Mansfield explained that the JPC had recently presented at the Barry County Economic Development Alliance Summit.  Byrnes stated that the JPC would also be providing a session at the Growth Management seminar to be presented in the near future.  McManus stated that an article on the joint planning effort had recently been published in Planning and Zoning News.  Byrnes offered to serve on the JPC Education Committee.  

Motion by Jasperse, second by Wiswell to appoint Miner, Mansfield, Byrnes and Brown to serve on the JPC Education Committee, with Brown to serve as Chair.  

In favor:  Jasperse, McManus, Medendorp, Redman, Lenz, Wiswell, Mansfield, 
Brown, Warren, Haywood, Carr.

Opposed:  None.

Absent:  Carpenter, Miner.

Motion carried.

Carr introduced discussion regarding the development of a JPC Website.  McManus stated that Barry County had offered to develop and host such a website.  Consensus of the JPC was to accept the gracious offer of the County.  McManus stated that Curt Zigler had offered to develop a logo (several versions) for use on the website for $150.  

Motion by Wiswell, second by Medendorp to retain Curt Zigler to develop alternate logos for use on the website for a fee of $150 with ¼ of the cost to come from each of Rutland Twp., Carlton Twp., Hastings Twp. and the City of Hastings and with Barry County share to be offset through the provision of services in kind, and to have Barry County develop the JPC web site.  

In favor:  Jasperse, McManus, Medendorp, Redman, Lenz, Wiswell, Mansfield, 
Brown, Warren, Haywood, Carr.

Opposed:  None.

Absent:  Carpenter, Miner.

Motion carried.

Carr introduced discussion regarding the latest draft (draft 3) of the JPC concept review process.  Carr asked for comments regarding this document.  Warren and McManus expressed concern that the clause “and any changes that might create a competitive zoning district or uses outside of the Joint Planning Area in Rutland, Carlton and Hastings Townships” in the second sentence in Section A.4. of the document could cause concerns for some of the jurisdictions.  Consensus of the JPC was to strike this clause.  Warren asked that the term “21st of each month” in the first sentence in the note included in Section C.1. of the document be changed to “2nd Monday of each month”.  Consensus of the JPC was to make the change as suggested by Warren.  

Motion by Wiswell, second by Redman to adopt the Hastings Joint Planning Committee Development Review Procedures after modification per the comments above.  

In favor:  Jasperse, McManus, Medendorp, Redman, Lenz, Wiswell, Mansfield, 
Brown, Warren, Haywood, Carr.

Opposed:  None.

Absent:  Carpenter, Miner.

Motion carried.

Carr introduced consideration of the draft list of advisory group members.  Mansfield to amend the list per the comments and clarifications offered at tonight’s meeting and to redistribute the list to the JPC members.  Mansfield and Carr to draft a letter inviting the advisory group to re-engage with the JPC in the joint planning process.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the financial report for the JPC, and consideration of refunding the balances held in the JPC account on behalf of Rutland Township, Hastings Township and the City of Hastings.  Motion by Jasperse, second by Brown to leave the funds in place in the account, and to draw on such funds as necessary to pay for expenditures authorized by the JPC, with the jurisdictions not having funds on hand in the JPC account to be billed for their prorated share of such expenditures.  

In favor:  Jasperse, McManus, Medendorp, Redman, Lenz, Wiswell, Mansfield, 
Brown, Warren, Haywood, Carr.

Opposed:  None.

Absent:  Carpenter, Miner.

Motion carried.

Carr introduced consideration of the list of work tasks to be accomplished by the JPC in 2009.  Consensus of the JPC was to eliminate “limited service agreement” from work task 2 and strike work task 4 (since they are completed), to change work task 6 to “develop” website, and to change work task 10 to “revive” JPC advisory group.  

Carr asked Brown to report on the status of the news “ad-itorial”.  Brown stated that Bannon Backus of J-Ad was supposed to attend the last several meetings of the JPC, but had conflicting obligations that prevented him from doing so.  Brown stated that he was to meet with Backus as soon as the minutes for tonight’s meeting were available to develop a newspaper article related to the work of the JPC.  

Carr asked Brown to report on the status of the Community VIS program.  Brown stated that he intended to meet with Kim Walton and Carr in the near future to revive work on this project.  Brown stated that he would report on the progress of this work at the next meeting of the JPC.  

Carr asked for any additional public comment.  No additional public comment was forwarded.  

Carr asked for additional comment from the members of the JPC. 


McManus stated that the County was moving forward towards possibly taking over the zoning responsibilities for Nashville.  McManus stated that the County was also proceeding ahead with work in the Gun Lake and Gull Lake areas.   


Redman reported that the petition recently circulated in Carlton Township demonstrated 84.3% support for the Middle/Leach Lake sewer project.  Redman and Wiswell recognized and applauded Carpenter’s work on this project.  


Carr welcomed new Rutland Township JPC Member Larry Haywood to the JPC.  

No additional comments from the JPC were forwarded.  

Motion by Redman, second by Jasperse to adjourn at 7:50 p.m.

Submitted by:

Jeff Mansfield

Secretary 
Hastings Charter Township
Barry County

Rutland Charter Township
Carlton Township
City of Hastings

Joint Planning Committee

Draft Meeting Minutes

December 21, 2009
Members Present:  Carpenter, Miner, Jasperse, Medendorp, Redman, Wiswell, Mansfield, Brown, Haywood, Carr.

Members Absent:  McManus, Lenz, Warren.

Ex-Officio Members Present:  None

Ex-Officio Members Absent:  Lyons, Byrnes.

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Carr.

Carr asked for comment regarding the minutes of the November 16, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee, the draft agendas for the December 8, 2009 and December 16, 2009 meetings of the Rutland Township Planning Commission, the draft minutes of the November 11, 2009 Rutland Township Planning Commission meeting, and the draft minutes of the December 7, 2009 meeting of the Hastings Planning Commission.  No Comment was forwarded.  

Motion by Haywood, second by Redman to approve the minutes of the November 16, 2009 meeting of the Joint Planning Committee, and to receive and place on file the draft agendas for the December 8, 2009 and December 16, 2009 meetings of the Rutland Township Planning Commission, the draft minutes of the November 11, 2009 Rutland Township Planning Commission meeting, and the draft minutes of the December 7, 2009 meeting of the Hastings Planning Commission.

Motion carried.

Carr asked for additions or changes to the draft agenda for tonight’s meeting.  Mansfield asked that discussion of the electronic JPC meeting packet be added as agenda item 8.f. to tonight’s meeting agenda.  Motion by Wiswell, second by Haywood to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting as amended.

Motion carried.    

Carr asked for comment from the public.  No public comment was forwarded.  

Carr introduced Barry County Commissioner Craig Stolsonburg who was present at the meeting.

Carr asked for updates from those present regarding projects within their respective jurisdictions.  

Haywood stated that Rutland Township’s recodification was now complete.  Haywood stated that the Township would be holding a public hearing to solicit comment regarding the recodification in the near future.  

Mansfield stated that the City of Hastings Planning Commission had recently considered several minor zoning changes, and was currently working on possible changes to the codes regulating signs and communication antennas.  Jasperse stated that the City had recently completed work on Municipal Parking Lot No. 6, and that the lot was now open for use. 

Wiswell questioned if there was any progress being made related to the proposed hotel in Rutland Township.  Haywood stated that the Planning Commission had received a very preliminary site plan for review.  Carr stated that the developer continued to seek additional funding options, and that the City and the Barry County Economic Development Authority were investigating possible funding through State sources.  

Miner stated that the Barry County Planning Commission had no projects under review.  Carr stated that Barry County would be considering amendment of the PIUSA in the Joint Land Use Plan in the near future, and that he expected that Barry County would approve the amendment since Rutland Township had now approved the amendment.  

Carr stated that the Rutland Township Board had recently voted to ask the City of Hastings to renew consideration of an urban services agreement for properties in the Township.  Carr stated that he would be submitting a written request to that effect to Mansfield in the very near future.  Mansfield stated that he would take a request to the City Council to obtain their input.

Carr stated that agenda items 7.b., 7.c. and 7.d. had been addressed in the comments offered by the JPC members under agenda item 7.a.  

Carr asked Brown to report on the status of the activities of the JPC Education Committee.  Carr stated that he had worked with Bannon Backus of J-Ad Graphics to report the activities of JPC that took place at the JPC’s last regular meeting.   Brown stated that other than that, there was nothing new to report.  

Carr asked Redman to report on the status of the activities of the JPC Website Committee.  Redman stated that Curt Zigler had declined the JPC’s request to develop a logo.  Redman stated that Zigler was only interested in developing a logo as part of a larger project that included development and maintenance of a website for the JPC.  Redman stated that he had contacted a local high school student who would develop a logo for the JPC, but would have to wait until school reconvened following the holidays to begin work on the project.  

Motion by Brown, second by Jasperse to rescind the offer to Curt Zigler to pay Zigler $150 to develop a logo for the JPC.

In favor:  Carpenter, Miner, Jasperse, Medendorp, Redman, Wiswell, Mansfield, Brown, Haywood, Carr.

Opposed:  None.

Absent:  McManus, Lenz, Warren.

Motion carried.

Motion by Brown, second by Miner to authorize Redman to spend up to $150 for the development of a logo for the JPC using whatever resources he identifies to complete this task.

In favor:  Carpenter, Miner, Jasperse, Medendorp, Redman, Wiswell, Mansfield, Brown, Haywood, Carr.

Opposed:  None.

Absent:  McManus, Lenz, Warren.

Motion carried.

Carr asked that Mansfield provide a report on the status of the USEPA Environmental Site Assessment Grant.  Mansfield stated that the City was in the process of soliciting proposals for consultant services to complete the various types of environmental studies to be funded with the grant proceeds.   Mansfield stated that he expected the requests for proposals for this work to be issued within the next few weeks.  Mansfield stated that he would do what he could to expedite the RFP process so that environmental work under the grant could begin.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the “rejuvenated” JPC Project Advisory Group.  Mansfield distributed a list of proposed group members revised based on the input from the JPC at the last meeting.  JPC members offered suggestions regarding additional potential members for the JPC Project Advisory Group.  JPC members identified interest areas and constituencies in the community that could be represented on the Advisory Group, including the hospital, the public school system(s), business and industry and the general public.  Consensus of the JPC was to have Carr, Brown, Carpenter, McManus and Mansfield develop revised list of potential members for consideration at the next JPC meeting.

Carr introduced discussion regarding the list of work tasks identified for completion in 2009.  Consensus of the JPC was to move the current work tasks ahead for completion in 2010.  Carr read the work tasks.  Wiswell requested that work task 2 be moved up to the top of the list for completion in 2010.  Consensus of the JPC was to have work tasks 3, 6, 7 and 8 combined as sub-items under one common work task.  Carr asked for additional items of work to be added to the list of tasks to be completed in 2010.  No additional items were forwarded.  

Carr asked for a status report from Brown regarding the proposed “ad-itorial” to be issued/placed in the local media.  Brown stated that there was nothing new to report on this matter.  

Carr asked for a status report from Brown regarding the Community VIS project.  Brown stated that he had been working with Kim Walton of the Barry Conservation Service on this project.  Carr stated that funding for the work of the Barry Conservation Service had recently been cut, and that the Conservation Service was currently reassigning staff.  Brown stated that he would continue to pursue this matter, and report back to the JPC at the next meeting.

Carr introduced discussion regarding possible sources of funds for future work by the JPC.  Mansfield stated that LIAA had recently issued a notice of funding opportunities.  Consensus of the JPC was to have Carr, Brown, McManus, Carpenter and Mansfield seek out additional potential sources of funds and report back to the JPC at the next meeting.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding a request from Rutland Township for an urban services agreement with the City of Hastings.  Carr stated that the Township Board had recently voted to request that the City consider renewing discussion regarding such an agreement.  Carr stated that he would be drafting a letter requesting the same in the near future and that he would send that letter to Mansfield once it was drafted.  Mansfield stated that he would forward the request to the Hastings City Council for their review and direction.  Mansfield stated that the City Council had previously directed the staff to cease working on such an agreement after Rutland Township had initially requested such an agreement, and then subsequently criticized the City for the agreement and elected to pursue other options for obtaining governmental services.  Carr stated that he understood the City’s previously expressed position and concerns, but that Rutland Township now wished to pursue and urban services agreement.  Carr and Mansfield explained the previous challenges and sticking points that the parties and their attorneys had encountered during previous attempts to draft an urban services agreement meeting the needs of all parties.  Consensus of the JPC was to have Carr, Mansfield, Brown and Carpenter develop a process to move consideration of an intergovernmental services agreement in some form ahead.  

Carr introduced discussion regarding the format of the electronic JPC packet currently being sent to the JPC members in advance of the JPC meeting.  Mansfield questioned if the format of the packet currently being sent to the members of the JPC was acceptable.  Mansfield stated that he could also send the packet as a single .pdf file if the members would prefer.  Consensus of the JPC was to have the packet sent both as it was currently being sent, and as a single .pdf file.  

Carr asked for any additional public comment.  No additional public comment was forwarded.  

Carr asked for additional comment from the members of the JPC. 


Brown requested that the name of the Joint Planning Committee be changed to the Joint Planning Alliance.   


Motion by Brown, second by Jasperse to have the JPC consider changing its name to the Joint Planning Alliance.   Mansfield to review the JPC By-laws to determine what changes to the By-laws would be necessary to implement that change, and report back to the JPC at the next meeting.  

In favor:  Carpenter, Miner, Jasperse, Medendorp, Redman, Wiswell, Mansfield, Brown, Haywood, Carr.

Opposed:  None.

Absent:  McManus, Lenz, Warren.


Motion carried.


Redman wished those present a merry Christmas.  

Motion by Redman, second by Medendorp to adjourn at 8:06 p.m.

Motion carried.

Submitted by:

Jeff Mansfield

Secretary 
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