MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

JANUARY 10, 2007 
Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  Also present:  Attorney Jim Porter, Ken Smith, Deputy Clerk Kris Slagel, and five guests.

Approval of Agenda:  Supervisor Carr advised that he would like to add "Rezoning Fees" under the Supervisor portion of the agenda.  Motion by Flint, supported by Rogers to accept amended agenda.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Consideration of December 13, 2006 Regular Board Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Greenfield, supported by Lyons to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on December 

13, 2006.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Guests:  Ken Smith, Library Board Representative for the Township, gave a report for the month of December 2006.  
Open Comments:  Opened at 7:41 p.m. 

Keith Ferris, stated that if the board or guests have any input on County issues, please see him.       
Open Comments closed at 7:42 p.m.

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Supervisor Carr stated that for the month of December the Zoning Department took in $2,125.00 ($75.00/Zoning Permits, $650.00/Site Plan Review (2), $400.00/Rezoning Application, and $1,000.00/Escrow).  The Building Department took in $2,154.60 ($1,854.60/Building Permits; $300.00/Electrical Permits).  Total new construction value for the month was $1,184,250.00.  Supervisor Carr stated that the Wal-Mart Rezoning that was originally scheduled for January 17, 2007 has been tentatively rescheduled for March 6, 2007.  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Greenfield to accept the Zoning/Building Report for December.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Supervisor:  Rezoning Fees:  Supervisor Carr stated that Nikki Lennox, Zoning Administrator  has submitted an Interoffice Memorandum to the township board requesting that the Rezoning Request Fees be increased to cover all the actual costs incurred by the Township.  The following are the proposed fees:  Rezoning Request Fee - Residential                        (same) $400.00


                                                               Residential Development             $500.00





                        Commercial                                  $500.00


            Commercial Escrow     Up to 10,000 sq.ft

 $750.00



"
               "       10,000-100,000 sq.ft.                      $1,000.00
                         "                            "       100,000 sq.ft. & up                         $1,500.00

Supervisor Carr advised that if approved this would be made a Resolution.  Motion by Flint, supported by Rogers to adopt Resolution #2007-66 to increase Rezoning Fees as requested.   
Page 2

Rutland Charter Township Board Meeting Minutes
January 10, 2007
Roll Call Vote:  Lee-yes, Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Intergovernmental Agreement:  Supervisor Carr explained that this is an agreement drafted by the Joint Planning Commission to enter into a Joint Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Hastings, County of Barry County, Hastings Charter Township and Rutland Charter Township.  Carr stated that the Joint Planning Commission has applied for several Grants, however, have been denied the grant monies because they don't have an Intergovernmental Agreement.  Board discussion.  
Clerk:  Accounts Payable:  Motion by Rogers, supported by Flint to pay accounts payable, check #1550 thru #1575 in the amount of $9,481.40.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED. 

Treasurers Report:   Treasurer Greenfield gave her report for the month of December 2006.   Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Flint to accept the Treasurers report for the month of December 2006.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Open Comments:  Received None.
Motion by Lyons, supported by Lee to adjourn at 8:21 p.m.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Respectfully submitted by:

Kristina M. Slagel, Deputy Clerk 
Attested to by:

Jim Carr, Supervisor




Robin Hawthorne, Clerk

Rutland Charter Township



Rutland Charter Township

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE

RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

FEBRUARY 14, 2007

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  All present

Also Present:  Attorney Jim Porter, Recording Secretary Judy Milan and approximately 

19 guests (see attached sign-in sheet)

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Lyons, support by Rogers to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

January 10, 2007 Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Lyons support by Greenfield to approve the minutes as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.

Guests:  County Commissioner Keith Ferris provided county committee assignments and stated the Intergovernmental Agreement was recommended for approval by the Board of Commissioners with a $12,000 funding fee.  

Ken Smith from the Library Board gave a report for the month of January 2007.

Open Comments:  None

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Moved by Greenfield to enter the Building and Zoning Report into the record.

2007 Road Projects:  Clerk Robin Hawthorne advised that the cost for slag seals on two roads and line painting on two roads is well under budget.  Rogers noted that Airport Road between Heath and M-37 needs some improvement.  Discussion of the cost 

($6.00 per cubic yard) for gravel overlays being more expensive than last year.  

Motion by Lee, support by Rogers to table a decision on the road projects until next month for more analysis.  Discussion.  Lyons noted that last year too much money was left over.  Roll call vote.  Ayes:  Lee, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield.  Nays:  Carr, Lyons.  Motion carried.

Clerk – Accounts Payable:  Motion by Greenfield, support by Flint to pay accounts payable in the amount of $101,108.32.  Motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer – Monthly Report:  Motion by Flint, support by Lee to accept the Treasurers report for the month of January 2007.  Motion carried unanimously.
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Trustees:  Nothing to report.

Inter-Governmental Agreement:  Supervisor Carr reports the City of Hastings and Hastings Charter Township have approved the agreement.  In response to Board members concern, Carr advised that any expenses related to this agreement will come before the Township Board for approval.  Attorney Porter stated the governor has proposed allocating state funds to encourage this type of joint planning.  Carr asked that the Township Board approve the agreement so joint planning for necessary community services can proceed.  Lyons comments that he was skeptical but compliments Carr on pursuing the proposal.  Lee and Flint concur.  Greenfield approves the concept but questions the process of creating another “layer” in the planning process.  Keith Ferris noted that it will be similar to trustees having a planning committee.  Hawthorne advised she is willing to give it a shot.  

Motion by Flint, support by Rogers to adopt Resolution 2007-01, Approval of the Intergovernmental Agreement for the Joint Planning Commission.  Roll call vote.

Motion carried unanimously.

Algonquin Lake Fireworks Permit:  Lake Association member Pat Sharpe advised the same company will be utilized this year and the appropriate insurance certificate has been obtained.  

Motion by Rogers, support by Hawthorne to accept the Algonquin Lake Fireworks Permit for 2007.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

National Incident Management System (NIMS) Compliancy:  Carr advised the required classes for elected officials are available on-line at no cost.  Hawthorne advised it is not a difficult class.  Keith Ferris stated the Emergency Management Dept. will be holding classes for those who don’t wish to complete the course on-line.  

Motion by Hawthorne, support by Flint to adopt the NIMS Resolution as required.  Roll call vote.  Ayes:  Hawthorne, Flint, Greenfield, Rogers, Lee, Carr.  Nays:  Lyons.

Motion carried.
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Keyholing Ordinance Amendment:  Attorney Porter stated he has decided to change his recommendation to the Planning Commission to adopt an amendment, in an attempt to reach a middle ground with lake residents.  ZBA survey results – to determine what is “incidental and customary” - were reviewed by Supervisor Carr.  Attorney Porter stated he tried to create a very narrow exception to accommodate all property owners but now recommends the Township Board not concern themselves with the issue of dock usage.  

Carr responded to a resident’s question by stating he did not promote the amendment idea or take one side against the other.  He simply asked the Planning Commission to take a look at the issue.  He notes that the intent of the ordinance was to prevent keyholing/lake access by developers – not to create neighborhood problems.  All information on this matter was shared with the full board.  Public comment, both pro and con, was received.  

Motion by Carr, support by Lee to not change the keyholing ordinance.  Ayes:  Lee, Greenfield, Carr, Lyons, Rogers, Hawthorne.  Nays:  Flint.  Motion carried.

Public Comment:  None

Motion by Lyons, support by Rogers to adjourn the Township Board meeting at 

8:55 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan Recording Secretary

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE

RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

MARCH 14, 2007

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  All present

Also Present:  Ruth Hill, John Viana, Jim & Julie McConnon, Keith Ferris, Dorotha Cooper, Judy Milan

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Flint, support by Rogers to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

February 14, 2007 Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Flint support by Greenfield to approve the minutes as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.

Guests:  County Commissioner Keith Ferris reported on the reorganization of the Charlton Park Board into two boards and encourages citizens to apply for appointments.  Discussion of the director’s position.    

Ruth Hill from the Library Board gave a report for the month of February 2007.

Julie and Jim McConnon were present to request the township participate in a 25% “local match” – at an approximately cost of $31,300 - for a FEMA grant regarding their property along Thornapple River.  The property flooded in 2004 and they were unable to rebuild.  Carr explained the process to board members.  After lengthy discussion of the options and costs, board members concurred that the township should not use taxpayer money to assist the McConnons.  

Motion by Lyons, support by Flint to deny the request for a 25% local match to Jim and Julie McConnon.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Open Comments:  None

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Moved by Hawthorne to enter the Building and Zoning Report into the record.

Supervisor:  Carr presented and reviewed an activity report from Central Dispatch/911 on activity in the township. Carr requested and received approval to attend a class on asset management and will miss the April board meeting (unless a contentious issue is on the agenda). 
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Clerk – Accounts Payable:  Hawthorne advised a MDOT meeting regarding the 

M-37/43 project will be held at the township hall on April 3, 2007 from 5-7 p.m.  Motion by Rogers, support by Greenfield to pay accounts payable in the amount of $250,976.24.  Motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer – Monthly Report:  Motion by Hawthorne, support by Rogers to accept the Treasurers report for the month of February 2007.  Motion carried unanimously.

Trustees:  Lee inquired about the status of the sewer/water agreement with the city.  Carr advised that attorneys met last week and the agreement for services should be complete within two months.  Carr further advised that the governor’s plan to encourage sharing of services (by increasing revenue sharing) will not interfere with the pending agreement.  Urban services and intergovernmental agreements are separate issues.

Commissioner Ferris suggested that this matter be presented to the County Board of Commissioners at their next meeting on March 27, 2007 at 7 p.m.  

Flint, Rogers, Lyons, Greenfield and Hawthorne had nothing to report.

OLD BUSINESS
2007 Road Resolution:  Hawthorne explained one change to the Resolution.  Rogers suggests using some of the allocated money for gravel to re-pave (slag seal) a portion of Airport Road between M-37 and Heath Road.  Discussion.  Lee does not want to neglect gravel roads.  Hawthorne proposes not reducing the gravel allocation as the cost of slag seal for 1/3 mile of Airport Road would only increase the budget by approximately $9,000.  Discussion.  Greenfield stated that the money is available but next year they will have to be careful.

Motion by Rogers, support by Greenfield to reduce the gravel allocation by 50% and pave 1/3 mile of Airport Road between M-37 and Heath Road.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Ayes:  Rogers.  Nays:  Hawthorne, Greenfield, Carr, Lee, Flint, Lyons.

Motion fails.  

Motion by Rogers, support by Lee to increase the gravel allocation by 1800 yards.  Discussion.  Motion and support withdrawn.

Motion by Rogers, support by Lee to adopt Resolution #2007-69, 2007 Road Resolution which will state; slag seal 1/3 mile of Airport Road at a cost of approximately $3,795 and to purchase an additional 1066 (approximately) cubic yards of gravel at a cost of $27,000.  Roll call vote.  Ayes:  Flint, Lee, Rogers, Hawthorne.  Nayes:  Greenfield, Lyons, Carr.  Motion carried.
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NEW BUSINESS

Amendment to BIRCH Fire Agreement:  Carr reviews cost shares for BIRCH in the past and explains methodologies of other ways to determine the appropriate share for each entity.  The current agreement expires in July 2007.  Discussion.

Motion by Hawthorne, support by Flint to adopt Resolution 2007-70, an amendment to the Fire Agreement which reflects the same method of cost distribution for all parties.

Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Renewal of BIRCH Fire Agreement:  Motion by Flint, support by Lee to adopt Resolution 2007-71, as amended above and with one correction on Page 2 (change “Roger” to Fire Chief) – a five-year agreement between the City of Hastings and BIRCH Fire Department.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

BIRCH Escrow Resolution:  Motion by Carr, support by Lyons to adopt Resolution 2007-72 to establish a trust or escrow account with the Insurance Commission.  Roll call vote.  Ayes:  Lyons, Rogers, Lee, Flint, Greenfield, Carr.  Nayes:  Hawthorne.  

Motion carried. 

Ordinance #2007-122, Rezoning for Mixed Use District:  Motion by Hawthorne, support by Greenfield to accept the Planning Commission recommendation to rezone various parcels to the Mixed Use District and accept ordinance #2007-122 for first reading.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Open Comments:  Dorotha Cooper spoke regarding the Wal-Mart rezoning request.

John Viana clarified that BIRCH owns all fire equipment – not the city.    

Motion by Lyons, support by Lee to adjourn the Township Board meeting at 

9:48 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan Recording Secretary

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF

THE RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

APRIL 2, 2007 

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Special Board meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  Absent:  Rogers.  Also present:  Attorney Porter, Attorney Rolfe, Deputy Clerk Kris Slagel, and two guests.

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Lyons, supported by Greenfield to approve agenda as presented.  Ayes: 6. Absent: 1. Motion CARRIED.

Open Comments:  Opened at 2:32 p.m. Received none.  

New Business:  Motion by Carr, supported by Hawthorne to go into closed session to receive and discuss written opinion from legal counsel.  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: 6. 
Absent: 1. Motion CARRIED.  

Board goes into closed session at 2:34 p.m.

Motion by Greenfield, supported by Flint to adjourn closed session.  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: 6. Absent: 1. Motion CARRIED.  

Board adjourns closed session at 4:22 p.m.

Motion by Flint, supported by Lyons to adjourn at 4:25 p.m.  Ayes:  6. Absent: 1. Motion CARRIED.  

Respectfully submitted by:

Kristina M. Slagel, Deputy Clerk 

Attested to by:

Jim Carr, Supervisor




Robin Hawthorne, Clerk

Rutland Charter Township



Rutland Charter Township

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE

RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

APRIL 11, 2007

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting (held at the Barry Expo) to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  

Also Present:  Attorney James Porter, Attorney Craig Rolfe, Recording Secretary Judy Milan and approximately 200 guests.  

Approval of Agenda:  Supervisor Carr stated that Green Gables Haven and YMCA Contract should be removed from the agenda; they will be addressed at next month's board meeting.  Motion by Hawthorne, support by Lyons to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.

March 14, 2007 Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Flint, support by Lee to approve the minutes as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.

April 2, 2007 Special Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Lyons, support by Greenfield to approve the minutes as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.

Guests:  Ken Smith from the Library Board gave a report for the month of March 2007.

Open Comments:  Dave McIntyre suggested Board members hold the microphones.

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Moved by Hawthorne, support by Flint to enter the Building and Zoning Report into the record.

Supervisor:  Nothing to report.

Clerk – Accounts Payable:  Report given by Hawthorne.  Motion by Lyons, support by Greenfield to pay bills in the amount of $12,136.21.  Motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer – Monthly Report:  Motion by Flint, support by Lyons to accept the Treasurers report for the month of March 2007.  Motion carried unanimously.

Trustees:  Nothing to report.  Hawthorne advised the annual gravel road tour will be 

April 25th at 1:00 p.m.
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Rutland Township Board Minutes

April 11, 2007 

OLD BUSINESS

Ordinance #2007-122 – Rezoning for Mixed Use District:  Motion by Lee, support by Greenfield to accept Ordinance 2007-122 for second reading and adoption to rezone certain properties in Sections 13 and 14 from RE, C1, C2, C3 and C4 to MU – Mixed Use District Zoning Classification.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Establish Attorney of Record:  Carr explained that township attorney Jim Porter has resigned and he has sent a letter recommending that Craig Rolfe from the law firm of Bauckman, Sparks, Rolfe, Lohrstorfer & Thall be retained as the Townships Attorney of Record.  Lee notes that Mr. Porter previously worked for this law firm.  Hawthorne thanks Jim Porter for his services.    

Motion by Hawthorne, support by Greenfield to retain Craig Rolfe as the township Attorney of Record.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mixed Use District Ordinance:  Carr advised that legal counsel has suggested review of the Mixed Use District ordinance, specifically to delete the residential component currently required, and to clarify a provision in the architectural standards regarding “long, uninterrupted, horizontal stretches…”.   Attorney Rolfe explains that he and Jim Porter consulted and concurred that both issues need further consideration and clarification.  Hawthorne notes that there is another ordinance with the same wording.  Porter indicated that suggested alterations to the Mixed Use District does not negate the purpose and does not prohibit residential components.  His concern is with enforcement issues.  

Motion by Hawthorne, support by Lee to send Ordinance #2005-109 to the Planning Commission for review and possible text amendment changes, per the attorney’s recommendation.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Conditional Rezoning Request (Wal-Mart):  Carr explained procedural issues of the Planning Commission and Township Board, stating that the Planning Commission recommends a course of action while the Board looks at issues regarding zoning and concerns of residents, while taking into account fiduciary responsibilities.  

Attorney Rolfe advised that the Board not take action on the issue of a commercial development without any residential component.  At this time Supervisor Carr requested written guidance from Attorney Rolfe for the Planning Commission when it reviews the ordinance.  Carr suggests that no action be taken on the conditional rezoning request at this time, stating he does not want to dig into township resident’s “pockets” without proper consideration.  Board members concur.
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Rutland Township Board Meeting

April 11, 2007

Discussion of the Green Street traffic study provided by Wal-Mart’s engineers, 

Wade-Trim.  Carr advised the township does not typically conduct traffic studies but he has consulted with the township engineer, Fleis & VandenBrink who submitted a proposal to obtain traffic counts and review data from the existing study for $6500.

Discussion.

Motion by Flint, support by Lee to approve the expenditure of $6500 to Fleis & VandenBrink for a traffic study on Green Street.  Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Lee, Flint, Rogers, Carr.   Nayes:  Lyons, Greenfield, Hawthorne.  Motion carried.
Rezoning Request for 861 Arthur Drive:  Motion by Rogers, support by Hawthorne to accept the Planning Commission recommendation for rezoning this property from RE to MU, Ordinance 2007-123 for first reading.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Open Comments:  Approximately 19 people voiced concerns of support or opposition to the proposed Super Wal-Mart.  Many are concerned about the increased traffic and safety hazards for school children and emergency vehicles.  Some are opposed feeling that a Super Wal-Mart will greatly affect the downtown area and small business in general.  Some approve the proposal but feel Green Street is not the best location.  Several mentioned that the store can expand at its existing location.  Those in support of the proposed Super Wal-Mart felt that having this in our town would be an asset to the community.  Some felt that it would bring in people from the surrounding areas that would help our downtown businesses.  

Motion by Lyons, support by Rogers to adjourn the Township Board meeting at 

9:00 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan 

Recording Secretary

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF

THE RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

MAY 9, 2007 

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  Also present:  Ruth Hill, Jeff Rood - Siegfried & Crandall, Todd Richter - Fleis & Vandenbrink, Christine Hiar - Green Gables Haven, Kathy Sheldon - YMCA, and three guests.

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Greenfield to approve the agenda as presented. Ayes: all. Motion CARRIED.

Consideration of April 11, 2007 Regular Board Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Flint, supported by Rogers to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on April 11, 2007.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

Guests:  Ruth Hill, Library Board Representative for the Township, gave a report for the month of April 2007.  She stated that there will be an open house at the new library on Saturday, June 9, 2007 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  The library is closed for the month of May.      

Keith Ferris, County Commissioner, stated that Charlton Park will be having an Opening Day Event on Saturday, May 26, 2007, 11:00a.m. - 4:00p.m. Free Admission.  

Jeff Rood, Auditor from the Audit firm, Siegfried & Crandall, gave the board a brief overview of the Audit report for 2006.  

Open Comments:  Received None.   

Zoning Administrator/Building Official Report:  Supervisor Carr stated that for the month of April the Zoning Department took in $900.00 ($200.00/Zoning Permits, $400.00/Special Exception Use, $300.00/Variance).  The Building Department took in $3,505.58 ($2,825.58/Building Permits; $680.00/Electrical Permits).  Total new construction value for the month was $352,000.00. Moved by Hawthorne, supported by Lyons to enter the Building and Zoning Report into the record.

Supervisor:  A.L. Litigation: Supervisor Carr stated that the Township has been served papers by Algonquin Lake Waterfront Owners Alliance.  The Township attorney has prepared a seventeen point answer the he has filed with the Court.  Carr stated that this lawsuit is in regards to riparian access and ownership issues.     
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Supervisor Carr stated that Attorney Rolfe should have the Urban Services Agreement between the City of Hastings and Rutland Charter Township in draft form for the township to review early next week.  
        

Supervisor Carr also stated that he has been invited to attend an Intergovernmental Policy Conference on May 17, 18, 2007 in Lansing.  This is a free conference for those invited.    

Clerk:  Accounts Payable:  Motion by Flint, supported by Greenfield to pay accounts payable, check #1747 and check #1768 thru #1796 in the amount of $110,748.79.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  
Supervisor Carr stated, as per the FEMA Grant, that the property on State Road has been purchased by the Township.  A notice will be published in the Banner requesting bids on the demolition of house and outbuildings to complete the requirements of the FEMA Grant.   

Treasurers Report:   Treasurer Greenfield gave her report for the month of April 2007.  Motion by Rogers, supported by Lyons to accept the Treasurers report for the month of April 2007.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Old Business:  YMCA Contract:  Kathy Sheldon, YMCA Representative thanked the board for their continued support.  YMCA now has a new CEO.  She stated that the monies will go into Financial Aide now, will not give discount across the board, and will fund scholarships for residents in the township.  The YMCA is also raising money for a $25,000 fire pit - that will be dedicated to Dave Storms, former CEO.  Motion by Rogers, supported by Greenfield to contract $3,500.00 to the YMCA for 2007.  Roll Call Vote:  Greenfield-yes, Carr-yes, Rogers-yes, Flint-yes, Lee-no, Hawthorne-yes, Lyons-yes.   Ayes: 6 No: 1 Motion CARRIED.

Green Gables Contract:  Christine Hiar, Director of Green Gables Haven gave the board a brief summary of what Green Gables Shelter offers to the community.  She stated that the State cut funding to the shelter again this year.  Motion by Flint, support by Rogers to renew contract with Green Gables Haven in the amount of $5,000.00 for one year.  Roll Call Vote:  Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Rogers-yes, Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Lyons-yes and Greenfield-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

American Promotional Events - Fireworks Permit: Clerk Hawthorne stated that American Promotional Events has asked for a fireworks permit to allow them to sell fireworks in Wal-Mart’s parking lot as they have done in the past. Motion by Hawthorne, supported by Flint to approve the request from American Promotional Events for a fireworks permit to allow them to sell fireworks in Wal-Mart’s parking lot from June 16, 2007 - July 10, 2007.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.
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Ordinance #2007-123, 861 Arthur Drive: Motion by Lyons, support by Lee to accept Ordinance 2007-123 for second reading and adoption to rezone Parcel # 08-13-013-015-10, 861 Arthur Drive, from RE, Rural Estates to MU, Mixed Use District.  Roll Call Vote:  Carr-yes, Hawthorne-yes, Rogers-yes, Lee-yes, Flint-yes, Lyons-yes and Greenfield-yes.  Ayes: all.  Motion CARRIED.

New Business:  Fleis & Vandenbrink, Traffic Study:  Todd Richter, Representative from Fleis & Vandenbrink presented to the Board the Wal-Mart Supercenter Traffic Impact Analysis that the Township had requested.  The data collected came from traffic counts at M-43 & Green Street, Cook Road & Green Street and Cook Road & M-43, counts were taken from 6:00-8:00am to 4:00-6:00pm.  Board discussion.  Traffic Analysis will be made available at the Township Hall for review.

Supervisor Carr stated that the Township will soon need a Township Board member to sit on the Township Planning Commission.  Trustee Rogers stated that he would be interested.  Next month the township will address this possible appointment of Trustee Rogers to the Planning Commission.      
Open Comments:  Received none.

Motion by Greenfield, supported by Flint to adjourn at 9:37 p.m.  Ayes:  all.  Motion CARRIED.  

Respectfully submitted by:

Kristina M. Slagel, Deputy Clerk 

Attested to by:

Jim Carr, Supervisor




Robin Hawthorne, Clerk

Rutland Charter Township



Rutland Charter Township

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE

RUTLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

MAY 30, 2007

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Special Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield and Carr.  

Also Present:  Keith Ferris, Vern Jenks, Dorotha Cooper, Linda Robinson, Wayne Pumford, Rich Lyons, Judy Milan  
Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Rogers, support by Greenfield to approve the agenda with additions.  Hawthorne explained that Mr. Ferris’ term on the Planning Commission expires July 1, 2007 and, due to time constraints, he has resigned effective June 30th.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

May 9, 2007 Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Flint, support by Lyons to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Open Comments:  Ferris advised that approximately 750 people attended the Charlton Park open house.  Flyers outlining scheduled events are available for the public.

Vern Jenks asked if the traffic study conducted by Fleis & VandenBrink is available.  Carr advised that it is.  Linda Robinson noted that Green Street was closed for one day during the study.  Carr will inquire about possible impacts on the traffic study.

Supervisor:  Motion by Lee, support by Rogers to accept the resignation of Keith Ferris from the Planning Commission effective June 30, 2007.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.  The Board thanked Mr. Ferris for his service.

Dorothy Flint has resigned from the Planning Commission.  Carr noted that Gary Rogers has replaced Ms. Flint for the past two meetings.

Motion by Flint, support by Lee to appoint Gary Rogers to the Planning Commission.

Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Clerk:

Trustees:  Greenfield expressed concern with poor visibility at the corner of Heath and Tanner Lake Roads.  It has been determined that the tree is outside the road right-of-way.  Carr will inquire as to “clear vision” requirements with the Road Commission.
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May 30, 2007

Rogers feels that in the future the township should be more conscientious about specifying yardage and necessity of gravel placement with the Road Commission.

Chloride applications will begin Thursday or Friday.

Old Business:   None

NEW BUSINESS

Award Demolition Contract:  Carr advised that after speaking with Derek Herroldson of the DEQ about permit costs and requirements for demolition in a floodplain, awarding of this contract should be postponed.  There are possible issues with berms, the well and concrete rubble disposal that could affect the bid.  Carr also reviewed the possibility of an adjacent property owner purchasing the property.  Discussion.

Motion by Carr, support by Rogers to set aside the business of awarding the demolition contract at 1891 West State Road, with the clerk to contact the bidders and provide them with this information.  Lyons suggested that verification of insurance be obtained. 

Motion carried unanimously.

Mixed Use District Text Amendment:  Carr reviewed the text amendment to (1) delete the requirement of residential living space for commercial uses exceeding 10,000 square feet and (2) change the wording of Section 17.09.a – architectural standards.  Lee clarified that this recommendation is due to advice from the township attorney.  Rogers stated he found the issue very informative.  

Motion by Rogers, support by Lyons to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and accept Ordinance 2007-124 for first reading.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Open Comments:  Wayne Pumford feels that the word “long” needs to be defined.  

Carr stated that the township will not ask Linda Robinson to relocate/change her driveway.

Carr noted that Dorotha Cooper expressed concern that tonight’s special meeting may not be legal because it was not advertised in the newspaper.  Carr clarified that this is not required.  

Motion by Lyons, support by Rogers to adjourn at 8:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan 

Recording Secretary

MINUTES OF THE RUTLAND CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
JUNE 13, 2007

Clerk Robin Hawthorne called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield
Members Absent:  Carr  

Also Present:  Keith Ferris, Dorotha Cooper, Linda Robinson, Jean Gallup, Larry & Mary Jo Poll, Elden Shellenbarger, Barbara Schondelmayer, John Viana, John Fehsenfeld, Pat Sharpe, Laura Sharpe, Judy Milan

Motion by Lyons, support by Flint to appoint Robin Hawthorne Board Chair in Carr’s absence.

Motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Greenfield, support by Rogers to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

May 30, 2007 Special Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Rogers, support by Lyons to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Guests:  Librarian Barbara Schondelmayer spoke regarding the open house at the new library and various programs that will be offered.

Keith Ferris was present to answer any questions from residents.

Open Comments:  The Meijer Thrifty Acres plan was reviewed and residents advised that Wal-Mart is now requesting rezoning to C-3 status.

Eldon Shellenbarger states he is opposed to WalMart and Meijer and requests the townships prepare a joint agreement to prevent urban sprawl.

Larry Poll inquired and was advised that the urban services agreement has been drafted and is being reviewed by Rutland and Hastings City attorneys.

John Fehsenfeld inquired about the type of urban services that would be provided and was advised they would include water and sewer, leaf pickup and some additional city services.  
Pat Sharpe from the Algonquin Lake Community Association questioned speed limits on Airport and Heath Road.  Lyons advised that criteria to determine speed limits were changed and that is why the 25 mph signs were removed from Airport Road.  The speed limit on Heath Road remains at 55 mph.

Hawthorne advised a response from the DEQ has not been received regarding demolition of a flooded property.

The Building and Zoning Report was read by Hawthorne.

Page 2


Rutland Charter Township Board Meeting
   June 13, 2007

Supervisor:  None
Clerk:  Hawthorne reviewed vouchers in the amount of $63,842.65.  Discussion of attorney fees and a missing invoice.  Motion by Rogers, support by Flint to pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Hawthorne reported on an intersection with an obstructed view and possible remedies.  The Road Commission will contact the property owner and ask permission to trim the tree.  It was noted that only state highways have “clear vision” requirements.  

Hawthorne advised there are two large trees down in the cemetery.  An estimate has been obtained for their removal in the amount of $1800.  It was noted that other trees along the rear of the cemetery have fallen or are dead.  Discussion of obtaining additional bids for this work.

It was decided the township should advertise for bids on tree removal in both areas of the cemetery.  Residents suggested that someone might remove the trees – at no charge – to obtain the wood but this would create a liability issue.  A resident advised that Hometown Tree Service did an excellent job at the lake and is fully insured.

Treasurer:  Greenfield reports total funds in the amount of $670,684.94.  Motion by Flint, support by Lyons to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Motion carried unanimously.

Trustees:  Rogers reviewed the recent Planning Commission meeting and proposal for a Meijer store.
OLD BUSINESS – Mixed Use District Text Amendment

Motion by Flint, support by Lyons to accept Ordinance 2007-124 for second reading and adoption.  Hawthorne explained to residents that this would eliminate the requirement for a residential component of some commercial developments, and the township attorney feels the requirement is too exclusionary.  Roll call vote (Carr absent).  Motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS – Resolution to Amend Master Land Use Plan
Motion by Lyons, support by Rogers to adopt Resolution 2007-73.  Hawthorne explained this is in response to property owners’ requests to be included in the Mixed Use District.  Roll call vote

(Carr absent).  Motion carried unanimously.  

Open Comments:  None

Motion by Lyons, support by Lee to adjourn at 8:13 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan 

Recording Secretary

MINUTES OF THE RUTLAND CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING  - JULY 11, 2007

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Carr

Members Absent:  None  

Also Present:  Keith Ferris, Dorotha Cooper, Ruth Hill, Vern Jenks, Joann Logan, Pat Sharpe, Gary Moore, John Fehsenfeld, Jean Gallup, Judy Milan 

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Flint, support by Rogers to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

June 13, 2007 Regular Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Flint, support by Hawthorne to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Guests:  Ruth Hill reported that librarian Barbara Schondelmayer will retire in December and they are seeking applications for her successor.  

Keith Ferris advised that the Charlton Park Board will request that a renewal millage be placed on the November ballot.

Open Comments:  Joann Logan stated it is good to see the enthusiastic support of Charlton Park.  Dorotha Cooper expressed her disappointment with the Planning Commission’s decision to rezone the proposed WalMart property.  Carr advised that the application for rezoning was a legal request and the township must approve same to avoid a losing legal fight.  Joann Logan realizes the township is between a rock and a hard place.  Lyons stated the problem lies with how much government, citizens want to have.  Rogers noted that if the township chose to fight this battle, the citizens would be assessed for the cost and that would not go over well.  Pat Sharpe asked, and Carr explains, that the township cannot tie the hands of an applicant who requests a legal rezoning.  Carr also stated that the township did not shut down a request by a hotel chain to rezone a property, and the township had nothing to do with a decision by a daycare center to withdraw their request.  Dorotha Cooper states that residents knew nothing about the school selling this land to WalMart and are very disappointed with that decision.   

Building/Zoning Report:  The monthly report was read by Carr. Motion by Greenfield, support by Rogers to accept the June 2007 building/zoning report.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:  Carr advised the appointment of a new Planning Commission member to replace Keith Ferris will be determined at a later time.  
Clerk:  Hawthorne reviewed vouchers in the amount of $30,400.60.  Motion by Greenfield, support by Rogers to pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer:  Greenfield reports total funds in the amount of $598,071.01.  Motion by Flint, support by Hawthorne to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Motion carried unanimously.
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Trustees:  Flint expressed her concern about the WalMart location on Green Street.

OLD BUSINESS – Cemetery Tree Removal Bids

Members reviewed three bids for tree removal.  Motion by Lee, support by Flint to accept the bid of $2,675 from Hometown Tree Service.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Hawthorne will obtain proof of insurance and notify all bidders.

NEW BUSINESS – WalMart Conditional Rezoning Agreement

Carr reads the public road portion of the conditional rezoning agreement.  Discussion of whether the road should be dedicated to the public or deeded to the Road Commission.  Carr suggests the road be dedicated to the public and deeded to the Barry County Road Commission.  Carr notes that parcels zoned C-1 and C-2 will not be changed.  Rogers clarified that this is the first reading.

Motion by Carr, support by Hawthorne to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission to rezone Parcel #08-13-013-001-04 from C-4 to C-3 zoning classification, pursuant to the terms of the Conditional Rezoning Agreement offered by the applicant and amended by adding that the public road be deeded to the Barry County Road Commission, and introduce proposed Ordinance #2007-125 for first reading.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Joint Planning Committee Recommendation:  Carr reviews the map and his letters endorsing the expense of $9,560 over two years for all phases of the project.  Barry County, the City of Hastings and Hastings Charter Township have approved funding for the project.  Marlin Walters asks that the township move forward and approve the expense.  Ms. Logan asks if the township has enough money and Carr advised they will find it.  Lee inquired about Williams & Works staff.  Flint states it is very important to continue this project.  Greenfield states the project is needed but it has already cost the township $7,500.  Hawthorne noted that money is tight but the township needs to proceed.

Motion by Carr, support by Lee to fund the Joint Planning Committee project for an urban growth boundary in the amount of $9,560.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

The minutes of the JPC committee will be distributed to all Planning Commission and Board members.  

Open Comments:  Dorotha Cooper stated she is surprised that the township is the first in Michigan to embrace the concept of intergovernmental agreements.  Pat Sharpe asked for information on referendums.  Marlin Walters thanks the Board for supporting the JPC.  
Motion by Lyons, support by Lee to adjourn at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan 

Recording Secretary

Approved on September 12, 2007

MINUTES OF THE RUTLAND CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING - AUGUST 8, 2007

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Carr

Members Absent:  None  

Also Present:  Ken Smith, Fred Jacobs, Stephanie Fekkes, Brian Calley, Keith Ferris, Dorotha Cooper, Jean Gallup, Dave McIntyre, John Gambee, Judy Milan and others from the community. 

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Flint, support by Rogers to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

July 11, 2007 Regular Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Greenfield, support by Hawthorne to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Guests:  Ken Smith advised the library has four excellent candidates for library administrator; and advised that state funding for the co-op may be cut.

County Commissioner Keith Ferris inquired if the public had any questions of him.  

Open Comments:  Fred Jacobs spoke regarding the proposed Wal-Mart location stating that the township should not create traffic problems for the city/Green Street/the hospital, and doesn’t feel Green Street can handle the additional traffic.  He asks the township to be a leader and make the right decision.

Building/Zoning Report:  The monthly report was read by Carr. Motion by Rogers, support by Lyons to accept the July 2007 building/zoning report.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:  Carr advised a new Planning Commission member has been selected.  Andrew Haines is a teacher at the high school and thus meets the state’s requirement for an educational member.  Lee asked and was advised there were only two candidates for the position and Mr. Haines has been previously involved and interested in serving.  Discussion of whether the position should have been advertised.  

Motion by Lyons, support by Greenfield to appoint Andrew Haines to the Planning Commission for a period of three years.  Motion carried unanimously.

Carr advised that the hotel is currently surveying a township property and the project is proceeding.
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Clerk:  Hawthorne reviewed vouchers in the amount of $81,527.70.  Motion by Flint, support by Rogers to pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer:  Greenfield reports total funds in the amount of $605,605.25.  Motion by Hawthorne, support by Lyons to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Motion carried unanimously.

Trustees:  Rogers reports that a property on South Shaw Road has been purchased by the DNR.

OLD BUSINESS – Wal-Mart Conditional Rezoning

Ordinance #2007-125:   Carr advised that the township cannot require that the public road be deeded and the township attorney has stated that dedicating the road to the public is sufficient.  Carr states he understands and respects Mr. Jacobs concerns but, in his opinion, any intervention by the state will not occur since the request is a legal, less intensive use (from C-4 to C-3).  Carr asked for Board input and Hawthorne, Greenfield, Lee, Lyons and Rogers have no questions about the issue.  Flint inquired about options to alleviate the anticipated traffic problems on Green Street and Carr advised that MDOT has offered ideas and meetings with the Road Commission and city are scheduled to address this concern.  Discussion of who would pay for the cost of any alterations to the road. 
Motion by Lyons, support by Rogers to accept Ordinance #2007-125 to rezone property in Section 13 from C-4 to C-3 for second reading and adoption.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Rogers, Lyons, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Lee, Carr.  Nays: Flint.  Motion carried.
Motion by Lyons, support by Greenfield to approve and authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to sign the Revised Draft dated 7/11/07 for a Conditional Rezoning Agreement between the township and Wal-Mart.  Roll call vote.  Ayes:  Rogers, Lyons, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Lee, Carr.  Nays:  Flint.  Motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS – Rezone Eight (8) Parcels

Ordinance #2007-126:  Carr describes the rezoning requests and clarifies the name of Mr. Poll’s development (Clearview Lakes Estates).  Geoff Moffat advised of a technicality with the rezoning of Clearview Lakes.  

Motion by Rogers, support by Flint to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission to adopt Ordinance #2007-126 for first reading.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

It was noted that the second reading will occur at the next regular Board meeting and the effective date will be at the time of publication.  Moffat asks that the preliminary site review occur at the same time.   
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Open Comments:  Keith Ferris stated the Board of Commissioners approved placing a three-year millage for Charlton Park on the November ballot and urged the public to participate in meetings that will take place at Mainstreet Bank’s community room.

Stephanie Fekkes from the Green Gables shelter expressed their appreciation of public support to raise $75,000 that was cut from the state budget.  She advised that $41,000 has been raised and a music trivia contest will be held on August 18th.

State Representative Brian Calley explained the process that proceeded the shelter’s funding cut, advising it appeared to be the resolution of a “political score” between his predecessor, Gary Newell, and Representative Debbie Cain.  

Ken Smith inquired about library co-op cuts and Calley commented on the budget process.

Calley also spoke about the Gun Lake Casino compact and State Police headquarters.     

Motion by Lyons, support by Rogers to adjourn at 8:32 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan 

Recording Secretary

Approved on October 10, 2007

MINUTES OF THE RUTLAND CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING – SEPTEMBER 12, 2007

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Carr

Members Absent:  None  

Also Present:  Pat Sharpe, Larry & Mary Jo Poll, Geoff Moffat, Glen Klopfer, Keith Ferris, Dorotha Cooper, Dave Logan

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Flint, support by Rogers to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

August 8, 2007 Regular Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Greenfield, support by Hawthorne to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Guests:  None

Open Comments:  County Commissioner Keith Ferris was present to explain the “ballot” request to open the Central Dispatch 911 operations plan for review and possible amendment.  He feels there needs to be a “check and balance” system for accounts of the department.  Pat Sharpe asked for clarification on an issue and Ferris explained that this is a township board matter and not a vote of the public.  

Building/Zoning Report:  The monthly report was read by Carr. Motion by Hawthorne, support by Greenfield to accept the August 2007 building/zoning report.  Motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor:  Carr advised the city has approved all concepts of the Urban Services Agreement with the exception of some minor changes to the July 5th draft.  Carr noted that agreement is clear about annexation and boundary changes being exempt, and explains some financial aspects that are fair and equitable.  He requests the board’s direction.  Lee asked for clarification of the boundary issue; city services will be “sold” to the township by the city in a manner that will not require property owners to pay for services they do not use (i.e. water, sewer, leaf pickup, etc).  Discussion of fire and police services.  Carr stated the biggest challenge will be providing services in phases that will encourage growth toward the existing urban areas rather than piecemeal across the township.  He advised that 75% of property owners must agree to extend water/sewer, and developers would likely pay for associated costs of an extension.

Motion by Flint, support by Lyons to finalize the conceptual Urban Services Agreement by the City of Hastings and Rutland Charter Township and forward to the township attorney for review.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Clerk:  Hawthorne reports vouchers in the amount of $20,560.64.  Motion by Rogers, support by Greenfield to pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
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Hawthorne proposed a budget amendment to the Attorney Fee fund in the amount of $30,000.  She advised the school is protesting taxes on the proposed Wal-Mart property, and several lawsuits have depleted this account.  Discussion.

Motion by Carr, support by Flint to approve a budget amendment to move $30,000 from the general fund to the attorney fee fund.  All ayes.  Motion carried unanimously.
Treasurer:  Greenfield reports total funds in the amount of $512,546.27.  Motion by Hawthorne, support by Lyons to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Motion carried unanimously.  Greenfield reports that a special assessment street light district will be determined as this fund is almost empty.

Trustees:  Nothing to report

OLD BUSINESS 

Ordinance #2007-126:  Carr explained the request.  Motion by Rogers, support by Lee to accept Ordinance #2007-126 for second reading and adoption.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS 

Clearview Lakes Estates No. 2:  Members advise of several corrections to the Master Deed.  

Motion by Hawthorne, support by Lee to approve the site condominium plan for preliminary approval.  All ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 
Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments:  Carr reads and endorses the proposed amendments.

Motion by Flint, support by Greenfield to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and accept Ordinance 2007-127 for first reading.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Barry County Central Dispatch Request/Ballot:  Carr explained the request to open the operations plan for review prior to 2009, indicating he does not support it.  Lyons comments that the plan will be opened in 2009 and feels opening the plan early would support a personal vendetta.  Greenfield, Hawthorne and Lee concurred stating this issue should wait until 2009 or at least until a new director is hired.  Carr comments on the lack of oversite by the 911 Administrative Board in not reviewing the department’s payroll.  Rogers stated that the 911 revenue is dedicated.
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Open Comments:  Dave Logan states that all matters should be made available for public review, aside from security issues.  Carr responds that all information is and always has been available for public review.  

Roll call vote to request the Central Dispatch 911 Operations Plan be opened for review.  

Nays:  Carr, Lyons, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Lee, Flint  

Yeas:   Rogers 

Open Comments:  Ferris produced a letter indicating there are 22 – not 21 – entities governing Central Dispatch.  Discussion.

Other:  Hawthorne notes the MTA meeting has been changed to Wednesday, September 19, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the Johnstown Township Hall.

(Further discussion of Central Dispatch.)

Motion by Lyons, support by Rogers to adjourn at 9:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan 

Recording Secretary

Approved 11/14/2007

MINUTES OF THE RUTLAND CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING – OCTOBER 10, 2007

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Carr

Members Absent:  None  

Also Present:  Ruth Hill, Keith Ferris, Michelle Duits

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Flint, support by Greenfield to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

September 12, 2007 Regular Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Greenfield, support by Rogers to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Guests:  Ruth Hill advised the library is in the final phase of hiring a new library director.  Barb Schondelmayer’s retirement party will be held in December.  Hill reads a magazine article on the new Hastings library; she advised they will require additional staff as patronage has almost doubled since 2006; and that meeting rooms are available for non-profit organizations.

Michelle Duits of Leadership Barry County 2007 introduces herself and explains the organization’s affiliation with Barnabas Ministries is to assist them with a project to provide a shelter for homeless boys.  Carr explains that the location of this “shelter” (Airport and State Roads) is not zoned for such an enterprise.  He further explains that the director, Lori Jo Shepard, changed the request from a shelter for six boys to a foster home for four boys, which would be a permitted use at this location.  However, upon further investigation by Carr and Duits it was discovered there are state licensing issues.  Discussion of the definition of foster care versus institutional care.  Any additional information will be shared with Board members.  

Open Comments:  County Commissioner Keith Ferris reviews Charlton Park events and the budget, and urges support of the renewal millage on the November 6th ballot.  Hawthorne and Carr clarified several issues and Ferris expanded on the events and wages of park personnel.  

Hawthorne explains a request from the Township for reimbursement of election expenses.  Ferris states that special elections are held all the time and most provide a source of revenue for the township, although this one does not.  Carr provided some reasons the county should take up the reimbursement issue.  Ferris states that some election costs were “shifted” from the township to the county.  Hawthorne advised this was due to a change in state law.  Discussion.

Building/Zoning Report:  The monthly report was read by Carr. Motion by Hawthorne, support by Greenfield to accept the September 2007 building/zoning report.  Motion carried. unanimously.

Supervisor:  Carr reported that the Central Dispatch service plan update will require a township representative.  The MDOT group will also need a representative from the township.  An open house will be held on October 11, 2007 by MDOT regarding water/sewer extension.  
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Carr stated that Nikki Lennox is requesting an increase in the ZBA application fee to cover costs of those meetings.  Discussion.

Motion by Lyons, support by Flint to increase the fee for a ZBA application to $475.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Demolition Contract:  Members review and discuss the revised bids for demolition of the house at 1891 W. State Road.  Lee expressed concern with the “unforeseen problems clause” of the low bidder.  

Motion by Lee, support by Greenfield to accept the bid of $7,450 from Kline.  Roll call vote.  

Yes:  Greenfield, Lee, Flint, Hawthorne, Rogers.  No:  Carr, Lyons.  Motion carried.
Clerk:  Hawthorne reports vouchers in the amount of $29,903.90.  Motion by Greenfield, support by Rogers to pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer:  Greenfield reports total funds in the amount of $525,078.85.  Motion by Hawthorne, support by Flint to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Trustees:  A bridge on Bowens Mill Road was discussed.  Carr advised that the Road Commission will not replace the bridge unless the township provides $50,000 of the cost for A “clear span” structure required by the DEQ.

It was noted that the Urban Services Agreement is being reviewed by attorneys.

OLD BUSINESS 

Ordinance #2007-127 Text Amendments:  Motion by Rogers, support by Hawthorne to accept Ordinance #2007-127 for second reading and adoption.  Rogers noted the Planning Commission supportS this amendment to provide necessary flexibility.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS - None

Open Comments:  Ferris corrected a previous statement about the number of employees at Charlton Park (six) and discussed with Hawthorne the costs incurred by the township for an election.  

Hawthorne advised that the procedure for creating an escrow account for repair or demolition of damaged structures is not yet in place. 

Motion by Lyons, support by Rogers to adjourn at 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan 

Recording Secretary

Approved 12/12/2007

MINUTES OF THE RUTLAND CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING – NOVEMBER 14, 2007

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Carr

Members Absent:  None  

Also Present:  Ruth Hill, Keith Ferris, Marlin Walters, Bill Hanshaw, Pat Sharpe, Judy Milan

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Flint, support by Rogers to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

October 10, 2007 Regular Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Greenfield, support by Hawthorne to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Guests:  Ruth Hill from the Library Board presented members with the new library director’s resume; advised that Barb Schondelmayer’s open house is December 7th from 4-7 p.m.; and stated that Brenda Teegarden has resigned from the Board.  

Open Comments:  Commissioner Ferris provided an update on the Charlton Park Board.  Carr asked Ferris to investigate why the park gate was locked.  Resident Pat Sharpe inquired about the civil war muster and Ferris responded they are working through various issues but anticipates the event will return to Charlton Park next summer.

Building/Zoning Report:  The monthly report was read by Carr. Motion by Lyons, support by Greenfield to accept the October 2007 building/zoning report in the amount of $3,386.68.  Motion carried. unanimously.

Supervisor:  Carr advised that Lyons, Walters and Hanshaw have been considered as the township representative on the Central Dispatch Plan Update Committee.  Lyons has declined to accept this position so members must choose between Hanshaw and Walters.  

Lyons comments that the candidate should be a strong-willed person.  Pat Sharpe asked if the position is unpaid and was advised there is no compensation for serving on the committee.  Ferris advised he anticipates one or two meetings per month for six to eight months and notes an outside facilitator may be utilized due to the size of the committee.  

Hanshaw and Walters excused themselves so the Board could deliberate.  Consensus was four for Walters and three for Hanshaw.  Walters thanks the Board for his appointment to the Central Dispatch Plan Update Committee.  Carr asked Hanshaw if he would serve as an alternate and he agreed.  

Carr reviews the Urban Services contractual ancillary agreement which should be finalized by the end of 2007.  The status of Hastings Township was reviewed, as well as expediting the hotel development, hospital expansion, and widening of M-43/37.  Carr clarifies that the hospital has 

Page 2



Rutland Township Board Meeting
November 14, 2007

indicated it will pay for extension of sewer pipe, etc., and the township’s highway project can proceed with or without hospital involvement.  

Public Hearing - 2008 Budget:  Carr declares the Board meeting closed and opens the budget hearing.  Board members reviewed the 2008 budget and revisions as noted by Hawthorne.  Discussion of the YMCA scholarship fund which was decreased; Green Gables funding (township provides $5,000); pension (20% match); and no salary increases.  Rogers feels the road budget should be increased.   Discussion.  Total budget for 2008 is $459,075.

Motion by Flint, support by Rogers to close the budget hearing and re-open the regular Board meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Clerk:  Hawthorne reports vouchers in the amount of $26,870.18.  Motion by Lyons, support by Greenfield to pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer:  Greenfield reports total funds in the amount of $537,442.51.  Motion by Hawthorne, support by Rogers to accept the Treasurer’s report for October 2007.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Trustees:  Comments by Rogers (voucher submittal); Flint (money breakdown for road work); and Lyons (happy the county reimbursed election costs).

Old Business:   None 

NEW BUSINESS

Resolution #2007-74 – Fire Insurance Withholding Program:  Hawthorne explains this resolution amends #2007-72 by providing additional information required by the State.

Motion by Lyons, support by Greenfield to adopt Resolution #2007-74.  Roll call vote.  

Motion carried unanimously.

Resolution #2007-76 – Electrical Permit Fees:  Hawthorne explains this is to include – but not raise – inspection fees for commercial and industrial development.

Motion by Lyons, support by Lee to adopt Resolution #2007-76.  Roll call vote.

Motion carried unanimously.

Ordinance #2007-128 – Sign Ordinance Text Amendment:  Hawthorne advised the amendments have been recommended by the Planning Commission, and Rogers explains it will afford uniformity of the sign ordinance to all zones.

Motion by Carr, support by Rogers to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission and accept Ordinance #2007-128 for first reading.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Open Comments:  None

Motion by Lyons, support by Rogers to adjourn at 9:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan 

Recording Secretary

Approved 1/7/2008 w/corrections

MINUTES OF THE RUTLAND CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING – DECEMBER 12, 2007

Supervisor Jim Carr called the Regular Board meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call:  Lee, Lyons, Rogers, Flint, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Carr

Members Absent:  None  

Also Present:  Ken Smith, John Viana Keith Ferris, Pat Sharpe, Judy Milan

Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Flint, support by Rogers to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

November 14, 2007 Regular Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Lyons, support by Greenfield to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Guests:  Ken Smith from the Library Board reports a 40% increase in library “traffic” and this will require addition personnel/funds.  Pat Sharpe of Algonguin Lake stated they are in the process of preparing the 2008 fireworks proposal.  

Open Comments:  None

Building/Zoning Report:  The monthly report was read by Carr. Motion by Hawthorne, support by Rogers to accept the November 2007 building/zoning report in the amount of $330.  Motion carried. unanimously.

Supervisor:  Carr stated there are four overdue “cost recovery” invoices after payment from insurance companies, and asked the board’s advice on whether to use a collection agency or small claims court for final payment.  Board members concur that these people should be notified of any additional action by the township, and utilize the small claims process for collection.

A resolution will be prepared.

Carr stated the January 9th board meeting conflicts with the MTA conference.  Discussion.

Discussion of a work proposal for cleaning the township office.  Carr will speak with the current employee.

Carr noted there will be a site plan review for the proposed hotel in February; provided an update of Meijer’s problems with the DEQ; and spoke about possible revisions to Green Street.  

Carr advised the date of a ZBA workshop is January 17, 2008 and will distribute additional information at a later time.
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Clerk:  Hawthorne reports vouchers in the amount of $16,127.18.  Motion by Greenfield, support by Flint to pay bills as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Hawthorne advised the meeting with the Road Commission will be January 7, 2008 at 10 a.m.

Regarding the township financial audit, Hawthorne recommends retaining Siegfried Crandall.  Discussion.  Motion by Carr, support by Lyons to retain Siegfried Crandall for 2008 audit.  Discussion of seeking a bid from a local CPA firm.  Motion carried unanimously.
Treasurer:  Greenfield reports total funds in the amount of $498,846.57.  Motion by Hawthorne, support by Rogers to accept the Treasurer’s report for November 2007.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Trustees:  None

OLD BUSINESS
Ordinance #2007-128 (Sign Ordinance Text Amendment):  Discussion and clarification.  

Motion by Rogers, support by Flint to accept Ordinance #2007-128 for second reading and adoption.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.  

NEW BUSINESS

Resolution #2007-77 (2008 Board Meeting & Holiday Schedules):  Motion by Hawthorne, support by Rogers to adopt Resolution #2007-77 with the amended date of Monday, 

January 7, 2008.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.
Resolution #2007-78 (Board Compensation):  Motion by Greenfield, support by Flint to adopt Resolution #2007-78.  Roll call vote.  Motion carried unanimously.

Resolution #2007-79 (2008 Budget Resolution):  Motion by Lyons, support by Greenfield to adopt Resolution #2007-79.  Roll call vote.  Aye: Carr, Hawthorne, Greenfield, Flint, Lyons.

Nays: Rogers, Lee.  Motion carried.  

Open Comments:  John Viana comments on the cost recovery program and makes a suggestion.

Motion by Lyons, support by Rogers to adjourn at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Milan 

Recording Secretary

